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Elght Honorable; Among 
2 al the Socicties 6 States, 
=] whetof thewholc world 
of. mankinde from the 
SS fift-calling of CAdamin 

| Paradiſe, vnto thigday, hath conſiſted, 
the firſt and moſt ancient is the Fan#/ 
lie, Forif we looke' into the Scriptures; 
The writings of Moſes, which in time! 
goe beyond all the Hiſtories-and Re- 
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tie was virtual contained,and whence 
[in the ages ſucceeding, both-Ghurch 
{and;Common-weale ſhould fpring 
Sint? 
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ground of all the reſt. Some againe haue 
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andgrow to their perteRion. And all 
thoſe nations and Countries beforethe 
Flood, the Heads whereof lineally de- 
ſcended fro the two firſt houſes of Seth 
and Cain, had no outward forme of ci- 
uill gouernment, by which they were 
ruled,nor any viſible face of a Church 
whereto they had relation, but the 
whole frame of their policic both Ci- 
uill ind Eccleſtaſticall v;as confined 
within the precin&ts of priuate fami- 
lies. And from the flood, the houſe of 


which the other two ſtates were inclu- 
ded, and out of whoſe bowels they iſ- 
ſuedafterward in the multiplication of 
poſteritie, for number, equall to the 
ſtarres of the skie,and the ſands by the 
ſea ſhore. 

Anſwerableto the voice of the ſcrip- 
ture, hath been the verdict of the Hea- 
then in this point. Some of the® lear- 
ned among them, haue called the Fa- 
milie, the firſt ſocietie in natare, aud the 


compared it to the Bee-hiue,whichwe 
call the Stock, wherein are bredmany 
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{warmes,which thence doe flicabroad 
intothe world,to the raiſing and main. 
taining of other States. Others do not 
vnficlie reſemble the ſame to a Metro- 
polis, or mother Citie, which firft trai- 
neth vp her natiue inhabitants, and 
then *remoueth ſome of them to other 
places of abode, where they may bee 
framed as members, to liue in obedi- 
encetothelawes of their Head. 
Vponthis condition of the Familie, 
being the Seminariec ofall other Socie- 
ties, it followeth, that the holie and 
righteous goucrnment thereof, is a di- 
re meane for the good ordering,both 
of Church and Common-wealth, yea 
thatthe lawes thereof being rightly in- 
formed and religiouſly obſerued, are 
auaileable to prepare and diſpoſe men 
to the keeping of order in other go. 
uernements. Hence it is,that the Holie 
Ghoſt in the booke of the Scriptures, 
hath in great wiſedome commended 
both Rules for diretion,and examples 
for imitation,to Husbands and Wiues, 
to Parents and Children, to Maſters 
and Seruants in cuerie point of Chri- 
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ſtan carriage touching God and man. | ! |: 
For this firſt Socieric, is as it were the] | | 
Schoole, wherein are taught and lear- | 

ned the principles of authoritie and 
ſubieRion. And look as the Superiour | | 
that failcth in his private charge, will | 
.Tim.z.5 | proue vncapable of publike employ-| | 


nent; ſo the Interiour, who is not tra- 
med t9a courſe of Oeconomicall ſub-] | 
icon, will hardly vndergoe the yoke | | 
of ctuill obedience. 
Againe, the corruption or declina- 
tion of this firſt goucrnment, muſt of 
neccſhie giue way to the ruinating of | | 
the reſt. For an error in the foundation, 
puts the bodie and parts of the whole 
building in apparent hazard.In theold | 

Gen6.12. | world, before the flood, though allficſh 
had corrupted their waies, yer the firſt | 
ground of that vniuerſall ouerflow of 
fiane, ifſucd our of the ſtare Occono- 
micall, and thence was deriued into 
the whole carth. It was the fault of the | 
private goucrnment of Elithe Prieſt, | | 
that made his ſonnes Hophai and Phi- ; 
neb.,of vngratious children, vngodlie | 


\ Church-men: It was the error of Da- 
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«dintheadminiſtration and guidance 
of his owne houſe, which incouraged 


preſumption of their Fathers indul- 
g&ce,to become ill Common: wealths 
men,toaſpire,and v{urpe the kingdom 
by plots and practiſes of Rebellion. 
To forbeare further matter of in- 
ſtance in this kinde; by the due conf1- 
deration of the premiſles, I hold it a 
thing both neceſlaricand behoofefull 
for al eſtates,to be throughly informed 
of the right manner of erecting and or- 
dering the priuate condition of the Fa- 
milic, whereby they may be furniſhed 
with fit grounds for the coinms6 good 
in more publike and open courſes. For 
which end this preſent Diſcourſe of 
| Chriſtian Oeconomie, was firſt contri- 
ued by the Author, and now thought 
fit robe ſet foorth, for the inſtruction 
and edification of F multitude. Which 
as itcommendeth it ſelfe by the ſhort- 
nes and perſpicuitie, both which being 
applied to vnderſtanding and memo- 
rie, may giue contentment to euerie 
well-diſpoſed Reader, ſo it.carrieth a 
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haue proſpered in the practiſe of Oc- 
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kinde of eminencie aboue other Trea- 
tiſes of this nature before publiſhed, in 
ſundrie regards, 

Firſt, whereas Experience teacheth, 
that the Queſtions of conſcience in 
matrimonial affaires,are very many in 
number, and difficult in nature, here 
we ſhall finde cither dire&tanſweres to 
ſomeof them,orartleaſt the grounds of 
reſolution in diuers caſes, warranted by 
the word, in ſuch ſort, as little or no- 
thing will appeare, vpon the triall, to 
be vntouched, making tor the Readers 
ſatisfaQion. 

Secondlie, the maine ſcope of the 
Author in the ſeuerall branches here- 


of, is, to make plaine this truth in parti- | 


cular, That no Familie can bee intereſ- 
ſed in the bleſſing and fauour of God, 
which is not founded in his feare, and 
ordered according to his reuealed will, 
For though the Heathen in their wri- 
tings of the like Argument, doe ſhew, 
that Nature by her dimme light may 


affoord ſome good directions to this| 


purpoſe,and that men meerely natural, 
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conomicall vertues , yet the true hap- 
pines of houſes and inhabitants whol- 
ly dependeth vpon the ſpeciall grace 
of God,and iſſueth out of his promiſe, 
and that is direted onely to them that 


feare him and walle in his waies , it being 
godlineſſe alone which hath the promiſes of 


this life and the life to come. T herefore to 
dreame ofa bleſſing in any other ſtare, 
which is not ſeaſoned with godlineſle, 
and ordered by direion: of diuine 
lawe, is but a witlefſe preſumption; 
conſidering that the familie it ſelfe 


from whencethey grow, hath no fur-| 


ther aſlurance of bleſſedneſſe , then 
it hath right and title in the pro- 
miſe. 

Laſtly, it containeth hereand there, 
ſome ſpeciall grounds of trueth, ten- 
ding to the diſcoverie of diuers er- 
rors of Popiſh dodtine in points ap- 
pertaining to Mariage;as namely theſe; 
I. That this eſtate is free to all men, 
euen to ſuch as haue the gift of conti- 
nencie;and for thoſe who haue not the 
power to abſtaine, it is expreſſely en- 
toyned by God as neceſfaric. Which 
diſco- | 
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diſcouereth that error of abſolute inhi- 
bition thereof to ſome ſorts of men, 
without the leaſt exception ofabilitic 
to forbeare. Andin this caſe, though 
the Church of Rome preſcribeth an 
helpe by prayer and indeuour, where 
the gift is wanting ; yet herein, ſhe ad- 
deth ewo more abſurdities to the for- 
mer; impoſing a necefſitie of contai- 
ning, by her lawes, where God hath 
given libertic, by his word , and cau- 
ling to flee from that onely Remedie 
which himſelte hath ſanRtified,to ano- 
ther, whereunto hee neither giueth 
charge by his will, norincouragement 
by promiſe. II. That Marriages con- 
ſummate without the freeand aduiſed 
conſent of Parents, either explicite in 
tearmes,or implicite by conniuence, are 
inthe court of conſcience,meere nulli- 
ties. A doarinecleered in this Booke, 
both by Scriptures, and by conſent of 
Antiquitic. Wherein is challenged the 
leſuites propoſition, That theſole con- 
ſent of the parties is ſufficient, ad MHa- 
trimonium firmum ac ratum efficiendum. 
As alſo that decree of the Councell of 

Trent, 
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Trent, which profeſſeth a deteſtation 
of clandeſtine contradts, and yer with 
the ſame breath pronounceth the curſe 
of Anathema vpon them, who aftirme 
that Parents may ratifie or make voide 
Mariages contracted by their children, 
without their a'lowance. I1I. Thar 
Marrimonie lawfullie begun and con- 
ſummare, is made voide onely by way 
of diyorce in the caſe of Adulterie. So 
laith our Saviour ; Wheſoener ſhall pat 


.| away hrs wife, (except it be for fornication, 


&c.)And this liberty granted by Chriſt 
both to diſſolue, and to marrie againe, 
cannot be reſtrained or cut off by any 
humane ordinance. A point direftlie 
impugned by two other Rules of that 
Councell. One, that the Church of 
Rome erreth not, when ſhe teacheth 
(as they proteſle, Inxta Enanzelicam & 
Apoſtolicam dotirinam,but in truth ex. 
preſſely contradifory thereunto) That 
the knot of mariage cannot be broken 
becauſe of adulterie, and that neither 
partie may vndertake to be maried a- 
eaine,during thelife of the other, aftcr 


the diſmiſſion. The other,that the vow 
of 
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| impediments, of degrees of kinred, of 


| plie and only appertaine to Eccleſiaſti- 
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made and allowed ae fad, by the ſole 
authoritie of the Pope, notwithſtan- 
ding the refuſall of the ſerled partie to 
yeeld conſent. I V. That the iudge- 
ment and determination of cauſes ma- 
trimoniall, as of Contracts and their 


diuorces,&c.reſteth orzzrnally in the ci- 
uill Magiſtrate,in whoſe power itis, to 
ordaine and cſtabliſh Iawes touchin 

them, agreeable to Gods word, and to 
cauſethem tobe put in execution. For 
this purpoſe, in doubtfull and difficult 
caſes, the * ancient Church hath not 
abſolutely reſted in her owne decrees, 
but hath made recourſeto the ſeate of 
Luſtice, ſpecially vader Chriſtian Ma- 
giſtrates, ſubmitting her ſelfe to their 
lawes and conſtitutions in that kinde. 
Whereas the > Church of Rome hath 
determined.that theſe cauſes doe fim- 


call Iudges; and therefore hath conclu- 
ded Mariage to be a Sacrament that 
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| of Chaſtitic and entring into holy Or-|| 
ders, is of force to looſe the bond of| | 
Mariage. And inthis caſe, ſeparation is| | 


Pry 


| cipe Eccleſiaflico , by the allowance of 


walke abroad in the world, tothe view. 
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the definition of caſes coniugall, be- 
comming,vpon this ground, an action 
of a ſpirituall nature, might betransfer- 
red from the Ciuill to their ſpirituall 
Courts. The ſoueraigntie whereof, in 
theſe affaires, by their owne conſtitu- 
tions, is greatly inlarged. For though 
they admit, that politike Princes haue 
ſome intereſt in them, yet they muſt 
hold it, with ſubordination to the antoritie 
of the Church-Magiſtrate, and when the 
Recor of the Prouince makethalaw 
hercof,hee muſt doe it approbante Prin. 


the Pope ; otherwiſe his' lawes are 
meere nullities. - And among their 
reaſons of policie, this is one of the 
principall, that they might by this 
meanes raiſe a commodirie to the Sea 
of Rome,by the ſale of theirdiſpenſa. 
tions. 

Now theſe points, together with the 
ſubRance of this ſmall diſcourſe, I wil- 
lingly commend vnto your Lordſhip, 
deſiring that vnder the wings of your 
Honourable proteQion, it may ſafelic 


___and 


Red ”. be - d- = , 


Pſal. 128, 


[3+ 


| 


ME m.. 


Tas Episri | 


and benefit of others, The truereport 
of your ancient loue of the truth, and} 
fauourable inclination to the Miniſters 
and diſpenſers thereof, hath giuen mee 
incouragement.in this action; the ra- 
ther, for that the Argument fitteth in 
ſome ſort your preſent eſtate, whoſe 
houſe God hath adorned with oliue 
plants, a vertuous and hopefull iſſue, 
whole young yeeres being. {eaſoned 
therein, by the {weete ſauour of their 
fathers vertues,,may yeeld in time a 
plentifull increaſe of Honour in this 
Common-wealth , and conſequentlie 
aduance your Nameinthemſelues and 
their poſteritie. To this may be added 
mine own deſire to giue ſome teſtimo- 
nie of dutie to your Lordſhip, as hol- 
ding it your due,to be had in Honou: 
rable tearmes with men, whoſe care 
hath been to maintaine the Honour of 
the Higheſt by your conſtant profel- 
fon and praQtiſe of Religion. And thus 
emboldening my {cle vpon the per- 
ſwaſion of your Lordſhips fauqur-and 
acceptance, I hamblie rake my leave, 
and .commend you to the grace of 
God, 
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CHraP. 18, 
Of the Miſtreſſe of the Family, 


— 


| 


166} 


7} 
To 


— 


w The Contents, | 


due time, . © 174] 
O. Whether may the Goodwife of the houſe | 
W:rhout the conſent of the Goodman beſtow 
the things belonging to the familie ? I7 F 


—— 
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(+ Errata. | 
| - Pag.65.lia.t2,for hath,reade,hath been, p.25.1.20. 
our,r.one.p.34..2.{ruits,r. fruiſtepB7.1.15, are tied, 
{r.are not tied, p.g3.l.2.Hecmion,r, Hermone;p.101. 1.19, 
expounded,r.propounded. p.1oz.].16.then that the, 
rakeq he p-104.lin.L.itis lawtyllr.it is not lawtull 


To gine the portion of food to ber houjebold in | 
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CEN TIURIKE 


A SHORT $ SV R 
VEY OF THE RIGH 
MANNER OF ERECTING 


and ordering a Familie,according 
to ihe SCTIPIBres. 


T 


CHAP. I. 


of Chriflian Oecononue , and of the Fa- 
milie_, 


A Hriſtian Oeconomie, 
| = 1s a doctrine of the 
ny (OY VEN right ordring ofa Fa. 
of? KL DW milie. 

LS < Theoncly rule of 
KY ordering the Family, 


<5 


1s "the writt: n word of God. By it Danutd 


reloJued to gonerne his Houſe, whe he 
| faith, Twill walkein the wtrrehineſſe of my 
heart in the mid$t of my houſe, Plal 101272 

| And Salomon atirmeth, th ar throwrh 
wiſdome an houſe is builded, and with v6- 


| 


deritanding it is efablſhed,Prov.24.3: 
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CuAP.2, of Chriftian Oeconomit, 


A C—_-_ a _ 


A Familic,is anaturall and imple So- 
cictic of certaine perſons, hauing mutu- 
| all rclatton one 10 another, vnder the 
| Private goucrnement of one. Theſe 
| perſons muſt be at the leaſt three: be- 
cauſe two cannot makea ſocietic. And 
_ three vnder the ſame head, there 
may be a thouſand in one familie, as it 
Is Gn the houſeholds of Princes, and 
men of ſtate 1nthe world. 


CHAP. 2 2. | 
= Honſechold ſernice of God. | 


IA FER Family, for the good cſtatc 
UN hg I, of iticlte, is bound to the 


Wh 


| 
TX performance of two du-| 
RY | tics ; one to God, the 0- 
therts it {clfe. 

The dutic vnto God , 1s the prin: ate 
Worſhip and Seraicc of God, which! 
muſt be cſtabliſhed and fetled in = 
ry family. And the rca/ons hereof are | 
thele. 

Firſt, becauſe this duty ſtanderh by 
the exprefle commandement of God, 
who by his Apoſtle willeth men 70 pray 

enery 
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ery aj rk vp pure hands, without 
wrath or doubling,1.T1m.2.8. 


Againe, it is confirmed by the cu- 
ſtomeand practiſe of holy'men.intheir 
times; 7 knew (faith the Loxd touching 
Abraham) that be will commanud bis 


ſonnes and his houſehold after bin \ that | 


| they keepe the w 'y of the Lexa to be rieh- 
| reouſneſſe and inageneht:,.\tbat- toe Lord! 


| 
may bring vp0n Abr aham, that which he 


bath ſpoke, 4210 bim, 2EN«i 8, I9. To rae 


ſame purpoleſpeaketh Joſhua ; If it fe eme 
| enill onto you to ſerue the Loxd, ch; uſe ' this 


| A, ay whom Je. nll {crwe, whether the 2704s | 


whom your 7 Fathers ſerued (that were be- 


yond t befloud) Or ths E 2oas of the Amoritts 


in whoſe land ye amell : But 1 and niy houſe 


| will ſerue the Lord, loſh.24.15, Ang Cor- 
| aklins' IS I CPC (1 ted To I UC been A 0 Jenont 


| 2248, 4nd ont that Fn 4 God with ail his 


| houſehol a, Act. 1c 
Thirly, common reafon and equi- 
tic ſhewcth it tobe a nece{faric dutic; 


torthe happic and profperous cftate'of 


the familie, which con{iftcth inthe ma- 


tuallloue and agreement of the M: Tod 


{and VV ife, 1n the Outifull obedience of 
| 


$:  chiidre 


— 
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the wombe his rewarde. Pſalm. 128.1. Bleſ- 


m— 


Cuae.2, OfChriftianOeconomie, 


children to their parents, and in the 
faithfull ſeruice of ſcruants to their | ? 
Maſters, wholly dependeth vpon the | | 
grac® and olefins of God, and this| | 
vlcfſing is annexed to his worſhip : for 
1. Tim 4.8. Godlineſſe hath the promiſes of 
this life,and the life to come. Plalm.127.1. 
Except the Lord builde the honſe, they la- 
bony 13 vaine that builde; except the Lord 
keepe the Ctie,the keeper watcheth in vaine, 
Verlſ.2, 1t is in vaine for you to riſe early, 
an to lie down: late, and cate th: bread o 

ſorrow , but he will ſarely gine reſt to his 
beloued, Verſ.3. Beholde, children are the 
inheritance of Iehouah, and the fruite of 


ſed is enery one that feareth the Lord, and 
walketh in his waies. Verl.2. When thou 
eateſt the labours of thy hands thou ſhals be 
bleſſed, and it ſhall bee well with thee —, 
Verſ.3. Thy wife ſhall be as the fruit:full 
vine vpon the ſides of thy houſe , and thy 
chilaren like Oliue plants round about 1h 

table. Veil.6, Tea, thou ſhalt ſee thy chil- 
drens children , and peace vpon Iſrael, 
1.Sam.1.27. I1prayed (ſaith Hannah) for 
this childe, and the Lord bath ginen mee 


| 


= 


— 
- 


| or Houſehold gouernment. Cu ar.2, 


—— 


my deſire which 1 asked of him. 

The houſehold ſeruice of God hath 
two parts; rhe firſt is a conference vpon 
the word of God, for the edification of 
all the members thereof,rocternall life. 
The ſecond tis, Inuocation of the name 
of God, with giving of thankes for his 
benefits ; both theſe are commendcd in 
the Scriptures. Deur. 6. 6. T beſe words 
which I command thee this day, ſhall bein 
thy heart. Verl 7. And thou ſhalt whet them 


| 2301 thy children, &þ talke of the whe thou 


tarieit in thine houſe,cy as thou walke#t by 
the way, and when thou lieft d:wne, and 
when thou riſe#t vp. Verl. 20. When thy 
{onne ſhall aske thee in time to come, ſaying, 
what meane theſe teilimonies,and ordinan- 
ces,and lawes which the Lord our God hath 
commanded you ? Verſ.21.T hen thou ſhalt 
{ay onto thy ſon, we were Pharaohs bondm? 
in Egypt, but the Lord brought vs out of E 

erptwith a mightie hand, Verle24. There 

fore the L'rd hath commanded vs to do all 
theſe ord;nices,e7 10 ſear the Lord onr God. 
Pial. 14.1. T he foole hath ſaid in hu heart, 
T here is n0 God.v.4.T hey cal not wp6 God. 

Thetimes of this ſeraice are theſe : 


| 


Pe CIT 


B 3 The 


"— - 


_— 


ttt 6. 


— — — 


| Cuap.2, of Chriſtian Oeconomie, 


The morning, in which the familie 
comming cogether i 12 oneplace, is my 
call ypon ;thename of the Lord, before | 
they begin the workes of their callings. 

The « cuening allo is another timeto 
be vſed in prayer, becauſe the familic 
hath {ſcene the bleſſing of God vpon 
their labours the day before, and now 
= time orrel! draweth 6n, in which | 

iery one is to commend - body and | 
fouls: into the proteftion of the Lord 
for no man knoweth what ſhall be ofall. 
| him before he ric again, ncither knovw- 
| eth any” whether eucr ke thal riſe avaine | 
or nor, it istherefore a defperate bc d-| 
nefſe without praying to goto reſt, 

Beſrdes this; there be other times al. | 
ſo whercin to pertorme this dutie, as; 
beforeandaftcr mcalcs; For meats and 
drinkes are bleſſed to the recetucrs, by | 
the word and prayer. 1.Tim.4.4. What-| 
{oener God hath and is good, neither is 
any thin? to be refuſed, if it be taken with 
thar leſs ining, for it is ſarctified by the} 
word of God and prayer. 

Now theſe times, the word of God 
| approucth. Deut.6.6.T bow ſhalt ralke of 
them, | 
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them, when thor Veſt downe, aud when thou 
riſeſt vp. Plalm.s 5. 18. Euening and mor- 
nins and at noone, 1 will pray a: { make a 


CY 
noiſe,and he! l heare my voice. Pla.127.1. 


| It is in vaine to rife eazely, and to lie downe 


| late, aud eattthe bread of ſorrow, 'XCEPt 
the Lord vouciilate a ble ling, who will 
furely zinc reſt t1 his beloaed. 

Totheie may ſometimes be added 
the exerciſe of taſting, whicti 1s (as 0c- 
caſio {crueth) tobevicd both publtke- 


ly &privatcly, CiPC cially wen they of 


the familic be therunto called by ſome 
preſent or imni nentcal. mirte, Heſt.4. 


| 16. Go and afſez, ble all the lewes that are 
ornlinShiſer, ef ſt yee for mee, and 
| cate not, or drivkein three dates, day nor 
Ez wot : Tatlſo ; _ my maids will faft like 


wiſe, andſo will [coin tothe King whichis 


| 20 Accor ai 710 the law; .and if Tj (ih, I pe- 


rſh. Zachar. 12.11. and in 2 th, tay ſhall 
there be a great mournin? in Teruſalcns yur 
the ind, all beware, c: Hery | {amilie apart, 
the family ef the honfe of Dauid -þ art,and 
their wines apart, the faznity of the honſe of 
Nathan apart, and their wines apart ,&c. 
Wherefore, thoſe familics wherein 


- —— -- - — 
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|Cnar.2, OfChriftian Occonewit, 


OO wm 


it wcre,little Churches,yea euen akind 
of paradiſe vpon earth. And for this 
yurpole S. Paul-writing to Philemon, 


Pailem.1.2. And in like manncr,heſen- 
deth ſalutations to the Church of Co- 
rinth, from Aquila and Priſcilla, and the 
Church which was intheir hoaſe, 1, Cor. 
6.19. Mn the othert1de, where this du- 
tie of Gods ſeruice is not vſed; but ci- 
ther tor the moſt part, or altogether 
neglected, a man may tearme thoſe fa- 
milies, no betrer then companics of 
prophane and graceleſſe Atheiſts, who 
as they deny Godintheir harts, fo they 
are knowne by his norte, that they doe 
not call vpen the name ofthe Lord, Palm. 

L1.4. Yea {ſuch familics are fitly com- 

pared to an heard of ſwine, which are 
alwaics feeding vpon the maſte with 
oreedinefſle, but neyerlooke vp to the 
hand that beateth it downe, nor to the 
tree from whence it falleth, 

The other dutic concerning the 
houſe itf{cltc,is, That cuery member in 
the familie, according to their abilitie, 


this {cruice of Gods performed, are, as| | 


greeteth the Church that 3s in his houſe, | 
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employ themſclues inſome honeſt and 


Ae. ws 


or Houſehold gonernment. C nav. zi 


profitable buſineſſe, to maintaine rhe 
temporall eſtate and lite of the whole. 
Gen.3. 19.11 the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou 
eat bread, till thou returne to the earth, for 
out of it waſt thou taken , for duſt thou art, 
and to duſt ſhalt thou retarye.1.Cor.7.:0. 
Let enery man abid: in the ſame vocation 
wherein hewas called. Now if any one in 
the familic ſtarteth aſide our of his cal. 
ling, and inticeth another to idolatrie, 
he 1s to be revealed, Deut.13.6. And a- 
gaine, their caſc is very tearcfull thatdo 


; [nothing in their houſcs, bur go finely 
| [and fairedaintily from-day to day. This 


is the blacke marke that the Scripture 
ſets vpon therichglutton, Luk. 16. 19. 
T here mas 4 certainerichman, which was 


| | cloathed'in purple and fine linen, and fared 
| | deliciouſly enery day. 


EE 


CHaAP. 3. 
Of maried folkes. 


Familie is diſtinguiſhed into 
PAN ſundry combinations or cou- 
PIO plcs of perſons, 


A! 


ET —_ 


10 {Cnare.3. Of Chriſtian Oeconomie, 


A couple,is that wherby two perſons ||| Cc 
{tandingin mutuall relation to each o- ||| cy 
ther, are combined togetheras it were ||| the 
in one, And of theſe two, theoneis al. || | 
waics higher, and beareth rule, the o-||ret 
ther is lower, and yecldeth ſubicction. |I|no 

Couples are of two ſcrts; principall, 
or leſſe principal. 


q = 
= 


G 
| 
The principall, is the combination |}; lit 
of maricd tolkes ; and theſe are fo ter-}' in 
medin reſpect of Mari iage, \ ſt; 
Mariage 1s the law full conjunRion ||| f& 
of the two maried perſons; that is, of| | vr 
one man, and one woman into one{[# | ſy 
fleſh. So was the firſt inſtitution of ma- [tt 
riage, Gen. 2. 21. which is expounded | | 7 
by our Saujour Chriſt, Marth. 19. 6.| 3 |; 
|'T hexfore they are 10 more two,but on? fleſh. 2 
And allo by Pail, Epheſ. 5.31. For this 1 
cauſeſhall a man leane father and mother, | | | 
* neo? | and ſhall * cleane vnto his wife, (4 m_ | It] 
wa% |boordsareioyncd cogether with glue) : C 
and they which were two , ſhall be one -foſh r 
Wherefore this is an cternal law of ma-] J |; 
riage, that two, and notthree orfoure, | | || 
| ſhall beone fleſh! And for this caule, | ] 
| the fathers, who had many wiues and | 
| 


| Concu:- 
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Concubines, it may be that through 
| cuſtome they ſinned of 1: pnorance, yet 
they arenot in any wile to be excuſed, 
Mariage of it {clic 15a thing 1indiffe- 
rent, and the kingdome of God ſtands 
no moreinit,then i in meats and drinks; 
and yetit is aſtate in it ſelfe, farr emore 
excellent, then the condition of fingle 
| life. For firſt, it was ordained by God 
in Paradiſe, aboue and bcforc 4!ll other 
_ of life,in Adams innocencie be- 
torc the fall. Againe, 1t was inftituted 
nd folemne con- 
{{rayry MN among the thr e perions 1n 
[tae holy Trinitie. Genel, 1. 26. Let vs 


, | 272. the mM: 1/7 12 OY imave, ACCOT ain 10 OUT 


| | likeneſſe, and te t them rule oner, &c. Gen. 
2.18. lehonah Elohim ſaid, It is not good 


A t the man ſhould be himſelfe alone, Iwill | 


| wake him an helpe meete for him. Thi:dly, 
the manner of this coniuntion was ex: 
cellent, for God ioyned our f1:{t pa- 
rents Adam and Eve together immedi. 
ately. Fourthly, God gaue a large blel- 
ſing vntothe eſtate of mariage, ſaying 
Incr Teaſe and multiplic and fill the ear th. 


Laſtly, mariage was made & appointed 
by | 


J—— 
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CHAP. "Y Of Chriſtian Oeconomie, 


by Gyd himſelt:, rt be the fountaine 
and (eminarie of all other forrs & kinds 
ot life, in the Common-wealth and in 
the Charch. 

Now if mankind had continued in 
that vprightnes and integritic which it 
had by creation, the ſtare of ſingle life 


had been of no price and eſtimation a.| 
mongſt men, neither ſhould it haue 
had any -place in the world, without 
great contempt of Gods ordinance and 


bleſſing. 


Neuertheleſle, ſince the fall,to ſome 


men who haue the gift of continencie, 
it is in many rec{pedts farre better rhen 
mariage, yet uot ſ1implie, but only by 

2». Ab, . | 
accident, in regard of ſundrie calami- 


ties which cameinto the world by fin. 
For, firſt it freeth a man from many and} 


greatcares of houſhold affaires. Againe, 
it maketh him much more fit & diſpo- 
ſed to meditate of heauenly things, 
without diſtraction of mind. Beſides 
that, when dangers are either preſent, 
ar imminent, in matters belonging to 
this life, the Gngle perſon is in this caſe 
happie, becaulc he and his are more ſe. 

Cure; 


th 
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va vF Furthermore, if the partics betro 
wy tFicd, do lie together before the condi- | 
[|Kon(thovgh honeſt & appertaining to 
od} hariage) be performed, then the con- 
Þ "4 [ra for time ro come is, without fur- 
CI | \ ner controuerſie, ſure and certaine. 
n a | [For wherethere hath beenacarnall vie] 
hauel 4 of each others bodie, it 1s alwaies pre- 


uppoſed, that a mutuall conſent, as 


owt! , 
ory We uching Mariage, hath gone before. 


andf || 


; [ CHAP, 5. 


Of the choiſe of perſons fit for 


CHMarriage. 


| m>=2&j| Orthe making ofa catract, 
pa wo things are requiſtte : 

A] 88! bt the choice, & then the 
ok) c onſent of the parties. 
{ſe Choice ijSan enquiie aftcr perſon: 
[| [(nſnariageable. 

| Perſons mariageable, are ſuch as be 
Mtandableforthe maricd ſtate. 

This fitnes or abilitie is knowne anc 
diſcerned by certaine ſignes; which arc 
either eſſentiallto the contract, or acct 

Wentall, 


$4 C4 Ar. 


f 


Rom.1.26 
* $Pecies. 


Leuir, 18, 
223.23» 


| 


| which the contra in hand becomes a 
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Cnar.5. OfChriitian Oeconomie, 


An eflentiall tigne is that, without 


mcere nullitie. And of this ſort there: 
arc principally fine. 

The firſt is the diſtinRion of the ſex, } 
which is cither male, or female. The 
male is man of a ſuperiour ſexe, fit for 
procreation. The temale is woman of 
an inferiour ſexc, fit to conceiue and 
beare children. 1, Cor. 11.7. The man 
ourht not to couer his head 5for as much as 
heis the Image and zlovie of God, but the 
woman is the gloric of the man. 1. Tim. 2. 
12.1 permit not the woman to teach,neither 
to vſarpe authoritie oner the man, but to be 
in ſelence. By this diſtinction is condem- 
ned, that vnnatural and monſtrous ſin 


of yncleannes betweene parties of the|. | 


ame ſexe, commonly rermed Sodo- 
mie; as alſo the confuſion of the * kinds 
of creatures, when one kind commits 
flthincfſeand abomination with ano- 
ther. 

The ſecondfigne, is, the iuſt & law- 
full diſtance of blood. 

Diſtance of blood is then iuſt and} 
lawfull, when neither of the _ | 

| that 
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erand che mother; oftheſecond,the 
rand-father both by the tather and 
others (ide, riat is, rhe father of my 
Father, and tis iatoner of my m1 other ; 
2nd the ora!) \d mother, that is to ay, 
my fathers and my mothers mother. 
Ofthe third, is, the great grand-father, 
orthe father of my grand-tather; and 
the great grand. mother, or the mother 
of my grand-father. Of the fourth, is 
rhe great grand?fathers father, and the 
great 2rand-fathers, orgrand- mothers 
mother. Ot rhe fitr, "is the great grand- 
tathersgrand- father, & the; ereat grand- 
fathers, or prcatorand. mothers grand- 
mother. Of the ſixt, is the grear great 
grand-fathers  rand- father; &the orcat 
oreat grang- -fathers, or oreat Srcat 
prand- -morthers orand. mother. 
Therighriine deſcen: 1:ng,isthe race 
of a mans owne poſtcritic. And thatal- 
ſo hath ſundrie degrees. The firſt wher- 
| of is, the ſonne and the daughter, the 
ſecond, the nephcw, and the Neeces 
|thethicd. the nephewes IRne, a7 nd the 


— — 


[nerces 04140 rex. The forrr” 32 is the ne- 


| "wn nephew, Or {tic ionne in the 


fourth 
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| periours and inferiours are to each 0- 


| needs bee moſt vncleane, and repug- 


Cnae.5. Off Chriſtian Oeconomie, 


fourth degree of lineal! deſcent, 8: theſ] © 
neeces neece, or the daughter in thi}! 
ſame degreeof deſcent. Thefift is hee! 
and ſherhat are three lineall deſcents; 
from the childs child. And fo are the! 
reſt in their order, by what names ſoe- | P 
uer they be called and knowne, 1” 
Now 1n this right line, whether ( 
aſcending or deſcending,the' perſon,of 
whom the caſe or queſtion is moued, |} 
commeth neere to the kindred of his]! 
fleſh. And therefore mariages in this|! 
line are prohibired infinitly, without} 
any limitation ſo as if Adam himſclfe 
werenow aliue, he couid not marry by 
the law of God, becauſe hee ſhould 
come neareto the kindred of his owne 
fleſh, as Moſes ſpeaketh. The reaſon 
hereof i is, becauſe inthe right line, ſu- 


wt &« ads ym OA 


ther as parents and children, and the 
kindred betweene parents & children, 
being the firſtand neareſt of all other, 
their coniunRion In; marriage muſt 


nant vnto nature. 
The collaterall or crooked line, 1s 
that, 
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[1 from the common ſtock.is diſtant from 
|| the ſame,ſo many is he and his kinſman 
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that, which walketh by thefides of the 
right line, whether aſcending or de. 
ſcending, in the row of the kindred. 
And it is cither vncquall orequall, 
The vnequall is that, whereby the 


vnequally diſtznt from the common 
ſtocke, or head of the kindred. 

And in this line, Jooke how many 
degrees the kinlman that is furtheſt off 


in queſtion diſtant one from the other. 
For example, 


T hare. 


wo Nw 


4 
Abraham 


i 
Nachoy 


Bethuecl | 


| 

Laban. 

Heere Laban being remoucd fur-} 
theſt off, to wir, three degrees from the 
common ſtock Thave , is likewiſe three 
degrees diſtant fro Abraham, his great 
I and Abraham (0 many from 
im, 


__ 


mn. 
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Further. 
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Furthermore, kin{men in this Line 
are of two forts; ſome are Supertours to 
theperſon inqueſtion, ſome are Inferi- 
ours to him.” 

Superiours are ſuch, asare a kinne to 
his father, and mother, 'of ſome ſide; and 
that either nearer, or further off, 


bee theſe. I. The vncle of the fathers 
ide, or the fathers brother, the aunt of 
the fathers ſide, or fathers {ifter. The 
vncle of the mothers {ide, or the mo- 

thers brother; the aunt of the mothers 
fide, or the mothers ſiſter. II. The 
oreat vncle, or grand-fathers brother , 

the great aunt, or grand. fathers ſiſter. 
Thegreatvnde,o rgrand-mothers bro. 

ther, and the greataunt, or orand-mo- 
thers ſiſter, I 11. The rear vncle by 
the fathers {1de, or great grand-fachers 
brother, and thegrear aunt by the fa. 
thers (1 de, or oreat rerand. farhers ſiſter, 
The great vncle by the mothers(ide, or 
the preat grand-mothers brotner; and 
the great aunt by the mothers f1 de, or 
thes great grand-mothers ſiſter: TV. The 
great orand.vncle by the fathers fide, 


OT 


tt. Al. tt tre 


Thoſe that arc of zeare kin to them, 


| 
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or great grand-fathers fathers brather : 
2nd the great grand-aunt by the ſame 
fide, or the great grand-fathers fathers 
fiſt-r. The great grand-vncle by the 
mothers fide, or great grand.miothers 
mothers brother : and the great grand- 
auntby the ſame fde,or the great grad- 
mothers mothers fiiter, 

Now theſe in regard of their inferi. 


ours, are in ſtead of parents, and there- | 


fored0 come neare to the kindred of 
theirReſh. | 

Thoſe ſuperiours which are of kin- 
dred to parents on the one (ide, 4 farre 
eff, axe theſe, I, The fonne and daugh. 
ter of the great vncle or aunt by the fa- 
thers (ide; or of the great vncle or aunt 
by the mothers {1de.. I I. The nephew 
and necce of the great vncle or auntby 
the fathers fide, or ofthe great vncle or 
aunt by the mothers ſide, weareto the co- 
Wn germane, 

And theſe as they ſtand in compa. 
rifon with their inferiqurs, doe not 
come neare to the kindred of their 
fleſh. 

The equall collatera!l line, is that, 


whereby 


| 
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whereby kinſmen are equally diſtant | 
from their head. | 


Kinſmen ofthis line, are, I. whole| 


brothers, that is, brothers by the ſame 
fataer and mother, or halte brothers, 
thatis, brethren by the ſame father, but 
not by the ſamemother. Againe, whole 
liſters by the ſame father or mother, or 
balfe fiſters by one of them and notby 
both, IT. The brothers children or 
coufin germans ; that is,the vncles ſons 
or daughters, or the aunts ſonnes or 
daughters. The ſiſters children,or cou- 
ſ1n.germans ; that is, the aunts ſonnes 
or daughters, whichare the children of 
two filters. ITT. The coulin-german, 
theſon of the great vncleby the fathers 
or mothers {1de,and the couſin- germa 

the ſon of the great aunt, by the fathers 


or mothers {1de. The couſin-german 
the daughter of the great vncle, by the 
fathers or mothers ſide, and the coufin 
german, the daughter of the great aunt 
by the ſame ſ1des. 

Inthis line, lJooke how many degrees 
the partie in queſtion is remoued from 
the common ſtocke, by ſo many twice 


told, 


—_— _— 
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told, is heremoued from his kinſman 
in queſtion. Putthe caſe berweene Be. 
thueland Jſa«c, as in this example. 

| Thare 


EE.” —_— > 
Abraham — Nachor 

| 
Iſaac, Bethuel. 

Heere Bethnel being two degrees re- 
moued from Thare, is foure degrecs 
diſtant from 1/aac. | 

Now he thatis in the ſecond degree 
of thisline, comes neare to the kindred 
of his fleſh ; and for that cauſe the ma- 
riages of brethren,and ſiſtersare vnlaw- 
tull, and forbidden. 

Butagainſt this, ſundrie things are 
alledged. 

Obieft. tr. The ſons of CAHdam, who 
were the firſt brethren in the world, 
married their ſiſters, marriages there- 
fore in this degree may ſeeme to bee 
lawfull. A»ſw.The caſe of thoſe perſons 
in thoſe times, wasa caſe of neceſſnie, 
which could not be auoided, and ther- 
upon was warranted by diaine diſpen- 
lation. For God had giuen them bis 


D owne 
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D#t« ib. 
I $,c4, 16, 


Cnar.5. ' Of Chriſtian Occonomit, 


owne exprefſe commandement in this 
belialfe; Beare ſrmis arid multiphe, Gen, 
1.28. Be{idesthat, thcre were then na 
other-women in theworld, by whom 
they might haue iſſue and poſteritie,] 
but only by thetr{iſters. Whereupon it 
is manifeſt, that Gods will was, to per- 
mit them 'to-take euen their liſters to] 
their wives, But now out of this ſpeci- 
all diſpenſation from God, ſuch mar. 
ching is vtterly valawfull, being an ap- 
parentbreachof anotherexprefle com | 
mandement giuen afterward by God) 
himſelfe, Leuit. 18.9.1 1.To this purpoſe: 
ſaith Augn#ine in way ofanſwereto the 
example propounded. The prattiſe of: 
thoſe fir? times, then backed by vrgent ne-) 
neſaties the more ancient it was, the mort 
damnable it proued afterward, when it was. 
reitrained by Gods commandement. | 

Obieft. 2. Sarah was Abrahams (iſter, 
and yet Abraham tooke her to wite, 
Gen.20.12.7et in very deed ſhe is my ſiſter, 


for ſhe is the daughter of my father, but not 


the daughter of my mother, and ſhes ts my 
wife. Gen. 11.29 Abraham and Nahor 


zooke them wines, and the name of CAbra- 
| hams 


| 


| 
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hams wife was Sarah. Anſw. Touching 
this inſtance, there are ſundric opint- 
ons. The Iewes doc grant thus much, 
that ſhe was called by a name common 
to all kinsfolke of that ſexe; to wit,'.s 
Siler, yetindeed {hee was Abtahazns 
| neece,the tiſter of Zoz,and the daughter 
of Haran, Abrahams brother, which 
Moſes elſewhere calleth 1;{-a, Genel. 
[1. 29. Others rhinke, that ſhee. was 
daughter in law to Thare, Abrahams f- 
ther; becauſe Abrahar: himiclſe faith, 
She is the daughrer of my father, not of my 
mother: Others are of opinion, that ſhe 
was HaransJaughter in Jaw, and after 
his death was tranſlated into thefamily 
of Terah,her grand: father, who was al 
{o1n ſtead of her father being dead,and 
thence ſhee was termed his daughter 
Now howlſlocuer ih this varietic of 
1udgements, itis hard to tind certaintie 
of truth, yet this is out of doubr, tht 
God in thoſt: daies: tolerated man 
things, which notwithſtanding he dic 
notaltogether approuc. 

Obieft.3. 2.Sam.13.13. Thamar ſaics 
to her brother Amon; Speake 1 pray the 
D 2 19 
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#0 the King, and he will not denie mee unto 
thee. Anſ. The ſpeech of Thamar is not{|| 
{1mplie to be taken,as if ſhe deſired that 
which ſhe ſaid, or as if it were lawfull to 
be done, which ſhe wiſhed him to do ; 
but only that (he ſought to put him off, 
by giuing him this counſell, in rcſpeR 
of her owne deliuerance from that pre- 
ſentdanger, wherein ſhee v7as. Or at 
leaſt it way be faid, that ſhe erronioully | 
ſuppoſed it was lawfull for the King to 
grant ſuch a ſute, if it had bin made vn. 
to him by her brother Amnon. Whe- 
ther way ſocuer this ſpeech bee taken, 
there can no ſuch thing bee gathered] 
thence, as is pretended. | 

Now out of the ſecond degree © 
the equal collateral line, itſhould ſeeme| 
that thoſe whoare ioyned one to ano-| 
ther in mariage, do not touch the kin-| 
dred of their ficſh ; and therefore the 
law of God forbiddeth not c6ſobrines 
or couſin-germans,that is, brothers and 
ſiſters children to marric. 

Yea if examples be of force for this 
purpoſe, the Scripture approueth ſuch 
mariages, Forthus it is written, that 14 


' 


| 
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cob married Rahel the daughter of La- 


#{ ban, his mothers brother, Genel. 28. 2. 


Againe, that Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hog- 
lah, Milcah and Noah the daughters of 
Zelophehad, were married vnto their fa- 
thers brothers ſonnes, Numb. 36.11, And 
Othriel the ſonve of Kenaz, the conſin of 
Caleb, torke Kiriath-ſepher , and hee gaue 
him Acſah hu danghier towife, lol.15.17. 

Howbeitin this caſe, the rule of the 
Apoſtleis to be followed; T hat nothing 
be done, even in things that are other. 
wiſelawfull, whereby a mans brother may 


S|/umble, or bee offended, or made weake, 
J|Rom.14.21- Wherefore it is conucni. 


ent, that ſuch mariages ſhould not be, 
becauſe ſometimes they may giue of. 
tence inregard of the law of the Magi- | 
ſtrate; and becauſe they come ſome- 
whatneareto the bonds and termes of 
blood and ſtocke, which God hath ſer 
downe in his word. Auguiine in his 15. 
booke, De cinitate Dei,chap.'6. ſaith to 
this purpoſe, Experti autem ſums, &C. 
that is, We hane found by experience, that 


in regard of thae neerencſſe of blood, which 


conſin-germans haue vnio the degrees of 


+. brothers 
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full n it (elfe, was forbarne the rather, be- 


brothers axd ſifters, how rarely cuitome 
bath admitted thoſe mariazes, which were || 
warrantabie by lawes, becauſe the law of || 
God hath not forbidden them,nor as yet the! 
law of man. Nenertheleſſe the pradtiſe law- 


cauſe it came neare to that which was vn- 
lawfell, and therfore mariagc with the cou-| 
[in-ecrrman, ſeemed in a manner to be mar-|| 
riage with a mans own brother or ſiſter &c, 
Howbeit, there 20 queition, but in theſe 
times tt hath becn welt prouided by laves, 

| 


that ſnch mariazes ſhoutd not be underta-! 
ken For as the multiplication of alliance ts 
hindered thereby, ſo this in:onuenience alſo! 
groweth (rom them,that friendſhip and lone! 
which ts precured by affinitie,betweene men | 
that are ſlrangers . cannot be enlarged and 
encreaſed, where men goe not ont of the lt- 
mits, and termes of their owne viood', Tea, 
there 1s naturally in 1an 4 commezaable 
meaſure of ſhamefaitneſſe, whereby wpon 
conſ;deratien of neaveneſſe in blo-d, hee ac. 


| knowledeeth a due debt of modeitie and hu- 


wor to his next kindred, and conſequently 
efiraineth himſelfe in rrgard of them from 
'he occafions and attions of concupiſcence, 


where: 


"7 t————_— 
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S 2 # 
- _» ——_—_- AL——— ore 
1 


allo® 
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'Leuit.18.12.2nd with themothers ſiſter. 
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whereunto hee & inclinable in reſpect of 0- 
thers, And hence it i, that generally the 
modeftiethat ought to be in theſe which m- 


theſe ws like coniunttions, [he ſame 
is the ivdgement of Ambroſe in one of 
his Epiſtles to his friend Paternus,wher. 
in he diſſwadeth him fro marrying his 
{vnoc with his couſin-german,vpon the 


adding this withall,thatthough it were 
init{e}fe lawtull, being no where for. 
bidden by God, yct in ſundrie reſpect: 
being inexpedicnt, it ought not to bee 
done,according to the ſaying of the A 


things are not expedient, 
But it 1s auvuched to the contrarie | 
that God by cxpreſſe law forbiddet! 


mariage with the aunt,the fathers Gſter. 


verl. 13. and with the fathers brother« 
wife, which is alſo the aunt, verſc1; 
therefore by the law of proportion, h: | 
torbiddeth matching with the childre! 
of theſe perſons. For in nature it js 4 tv- | 
ledcaſe: It a man may not martie the | 


tend mariage, anoideth as much as may be, | 


Epiitol, li. | 
8,cpiſ#,66, | 


r,Cor,6, 


D 4 mother, | 
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ti. 


concludes nothing to the purpoſe. For: 
there is not the ſame reaſon of both. In| | 
the rightline of conſanguinitie, thoſe] | 
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Anſw. The argument is faultic, and 
which are ſiſters to father and mother, 


mong them can ſtand by nolaw, either 
of God, ofnature, or by the poſitiue 
lawes of nations.lIt is not ſo with couſin 


there is not in their mariages, by the 
law of Moſes, any diſcoucrie of ſhame, 
or breach of c1uil honeſtie. The bleſſing 
of God ypon ſome of them mentioned 
in Scripture, as vpon 7acob and Rabel, 
and ſuch like, doc euidently ſhew that 
they were lawfull in themſelues, and 
pleafing vnto him, And thus much 
rouching kindred by blood or conſan. 
euinitie, 
| Kindred in affinitie,is that, whereby 
thetermes oftwokindreds,arebrought 
ingn the ſocictie of one and the ſame 


mother, much leſſe may he marric the] 
|daughter, 


ſtand in the place and ſtead of parents;| ! 
and their nephewes and neeces are to] | 
them as children, therefore mariages a-| | 


vermans, For hauing no ſuch relation, | | 


f; amilie $1 
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| [coupling of man and wife together in 
| [lawfull mariage. Fora bare and ſimple 


| lafter the contract 


familiez or whereby perſons that are 
not of blood, are by marriage allied 
cachto other. Hence it is termed atfh. | 
nitie, becauſe it maketh an vnitie of 
termes in kindred, which before were 
diſtant. 

Affinity or alliance groweth by mix- 
tion orparticipation of blood, in the 


contraQ,maketh not alliance betweenc 
partie and partie properly, but mariage 
niſhed and con- 
ſummate. 

Againe, the ſame alliance ceaſeth 
and determineth vpon the death of ei. 
ther partie eſpouſed or maried , yet ſo 
as the prohibition of coniun@ion re- 
maines, and ſtands in force, forthe pre- 
ſeruation of publike honeſtie. 

Now thereis a kind of reſemblance 
and proportion betweene kindred of 
blood,and kindred by mariage,not on- 
p in regard of degrees and line, but al. 

0 in reſpeR of the prohibition of de- 
Cres. 
Thoſe that are of alliance, are eom- 


| monly 
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monly reduced to theſe heads. I, The 
father in law, or the husbands or wiues 
father. The mother in law, or the huſ- 
bands or. wives mother, IT. The mo- 
thers husband, or ſtep.father ro them 
that come by another man. The fathers 
wite,or ſtep-mother to thoſe that come 


ther; or tae grand-father and grand 
mother of the wife. I' V. The ſonne in 
law, or daugliters husband, and tlie 
daughter in law, or ſons wife. V. The 
neeces husband, & the nephewes wite. 
VI. The ſtep-ſon,or ſon in law,thar is, 
theſon of a man by another wite, or of 
a woman by another husband. The 
ſtep.daughter, or daughter in law, that 
is, the daughter of a man by another 
wife, or of a woman by another hul- 
band, V1. The ſtep-ſons ſon, or his 
ſon who comes of a man by another 
woman, orof a woman by another ma. 
And the ſtep-daughters daughter, or 
herdaughter who comes of a man by 
another. woman, or of the woman by 
another 


% 


by another woman. III. The wiues|} 
fathers father, or grand-father, and the|| 
wiues mothers mother, or grand-mo-| | 


| band, and the brothers wite. | 


| conſanguinity to ones wite,in the ſame 
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mother husband. V LIL The husbids 
or wives brother, & the husbads fiſter, 
or brothers wife, I X. The ſiſters hu. 


Concerning affinitie, I propound 
theſe rules. 
I. Looke in what degreea man is of 


degree of afhnitie hee is to the wines 
husbid. And c6trariwite for example. 


Iſaac | Samuel 
Eſau. Iacob. Toſeph ; Aaron, Eli, Lei. | 
| 
Toſeph _ «Mari. 


Heere,if Marte Ioſephs wife,be diſtant 
from Eſau Toſephs vncle by the fathers | 
ſide, two degrees, then alſo is Joſeph 
himſelf diſtant from Aaron the brother 
of El; his father in law, two degrees. If 
Marie the wifc,be diſtant from her own 
tather Elz one degree, and from her 
orand-father Samuel two, then alſo is 
her husband diſtant from E/ his father 
in law,onedegree,and from Same! his 
wines grand-father, two. Another cx. 
ample. 


H erod. 


—_ 


| thers fide, to marrie the wife of his 
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Herod. 
—— ; 
Herod, Philip, whoſe wife i 
Herodias. 


Heere Herod being in thefirſt degree 
of conſanguinitie with his brother Phi-' 
lip , Herodias his brothers wite is in the 
firſt degree of affinitie to him. 


IT. Rule, Couſins by mariage with- | 
in the degrees, both of the right and || 


collaterall line, doe come neere to the 
kindred of their fleſh, in the ſame man- 
ner that coufins by bloud doe, in the 
ſame lines; and the like degrees in both 


are forbidden. Therefore in the right|} 


line of affinitie,it isas well vnlawtul for 
the father inlaw to marrie the daugh- 
ter in law,orthe ſonne in law to marry 
the motherin law ; as itis for the father 
to marrie the daughter,orthe ſonne the 
mother, Againe, inthe collaterall, it is 
as vnlawful for the vncle by the mo- 


ſiſters ſon, and ſo in other degrees, as it 
is forhim to matchin the ſame degrees 
of coſanguinitie. The reaſon is,becauſe 
in theſe lines, as well as in thoſe of con- 
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ſanguinitie, ſuperiours and inferiours, | 


ſhalt not diſconer the ſhame of thy brothers 


are cach to other as parents and chil. 
dren. | 
From hence amongſt other things, 

it may bee gathered, that it isin no ſort 
lawful tor a man,when his wife is dead, 
to matrrie her ſiſter, Levit.18. 16. T how 


wife , for it is thy brothers ſhame. And Le. 
nit. 20.21. The man that taketh his bro.| 
thers wife, committeth filthines, becauſe be 
hath unconered his brothers ſhame, 

Againſt this doctrine it is obiced.| 
Firſt, that God commandeth not to 
take a wife with her ſiſter, during her] 
life, Leuit. 18. 18. in which place, hee 
doth not{implic forbid a man to marry 
two ſiſters one after another, but to 
marriethem both tdgether, and there 
fore afterthe wife is dead, a man may 
marrie herſiter. 

Anſ.The placeis a flat prohibition of 
the (in of Polygamie. For to take a wife 
to her ſiſter inthe Hebrew phrale,is no- 
thing elſe but to take two wiues one to 
another, The like forme of ſpeech is 
vled otherwhere by Moſes, as Ex0.26.3. 

Fine 
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[thewoman to her ſiſter] rhat is,0ne to 
another ; and the other fine curtaines ſhall 
be coupkdſrhe woman to-her ſiſter]rhat 
is, the one to theother, Ezech.1.9. T he 
foure beats were joyned with their wings, 
Cthe woman'to herfiſter] that is, the 


| once tothe other. Againe, CMoſes him- |}. 
ſelferhere alledgerh two reaſonsagainſt|| 
Polygamie : : the one 15, becauſethe mian|} 


is to loue, cheriſh and comforthis wike; 

whereas, it he ſhould rake vntohim an- 
other beſides her, he chould greatly vex 
his firſt lawfull wife. The other, becauſe 
by that meancs heſhould vncouer the 
ſhame of his wite;that is, he ſhould play 
a very diſhoneſt part with her,to whom 
he was before lawfully married. 

Obie. 2 The Lord commanded by 

a ſpeciall law, that the brother, 1n caſe 
his brother died without iſſue, ſhould 
take his wite, and raiſe vp ſcede vnto 
him, Daut.25.5. 

Anſw, The words of Moſes are a ſpe. 
Ciall cxception of a generall law pro- 
pounded in Leuit.18.16. Thou ſhalt not 
diſcouer the ſhame of thy brothers wife ; for 

it 


Fine curtaines ſhall-bee conpled toget her,| 


_—_— —_— —_ 


: 


wr Houſehold gonernment. CHA. 5. 


| it is thy brothers ([hame. And they are pe- 
| culiarly directed to the I(rachtes, vpon 
ſpeciall cauſe, that. when the elder bro- 
ther dicd without ſeed, the name of the 
firſt borne might notbe extin, burthe 
familie might bee preſerued in that 
name, by raiſing vp of feed vnto. him, | 
which bcinga priuviledge proper to the 
[{raclites, vpon that ſpeciall confidera- | 
tion, itmuſt not bee enlarged toany o- 
ther ſort of men whatſocuer. Neither 
is the text to be vnderſtood of couſins 

remoued only, as ſome thinke, bur al- 

{o of the next of the kindred by blood, 

as appeareth plainly by the hiſtoric of 
Ruth, chap.1. ver(. 11. in theſe words of 
Naowitoher daughters in law, Turne a- 

gaine, my daughters ; for what cauſe will 
you go with me ? Are there any moe ſonnes 

in my wombe, that they may bee your huſ- 

bands ? Turne azaine, my dawzhrers, 20 

your way, for 1 am too 0ld to hane a huf- 

band, RC. 

ITI. Rule. The wiucs kinſman by 
blood, is of affinitic to her husband on- | 
ly ; but vnto his kindred by blood, the 
laid kin{man hath no affinitie at all. So 


ON 
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on the conrrarie itis true, that though 
the husbands kinſman by blood, beal. 
| lied to his wite, yethe hath no alliance 
to thoſe that are kinſmen of blood vato 
her. The reaſon is, becauſe betweene 
the kindred of blood on the mans ſide, 
| - [andthe kindred of blood on the wo- 
| mans fide, there is no affinitie, For the 
prohibition of the degrees of affinitie, 


& | cauſe thereof, and goeth no further. 
L Now the cauſe being only inthe mar- 
| ried perſons themſclues,the effet may 
[notin reaſon beenlarged, to them that 


them. 

From this rule it followeth, that the 
kindred of both married perſons by 
| blood, may lawfully mn together, 


=, bath force in thoſe only which are the| 


| 
| | are of the ſame blood with either of| 


The ſonne inlaw, may match with the 
daughter of his mother inlaw. The fa- 
| {rherand the ſon by another wife, may 
| marrie the mother and the daughter. 
Two brothers may lawfully match 
| with two ſiſters. 

zexede | IV. Rale. Kindred of afhinitie to the 
repudjs, | wife, are allo kindred of affinitie to her 
- | husband , 
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husband , but how ? not properly, but 
only aftera ſort, and as it were, of afh- 
nitie. So on the contrarie. Kindred of 
alliance to the husband, are, as it were, 
of alliance to his wite. For example, 
The wife of my father in law, which is 
not my wines owne mother, but her 
ſtep-mother, is, as1twere, my mother 
in law, for ſhe is (as it were) of affinitie 
to me, becauſe ſhe is indeed of afhnitic 
tomy wite, 

Thoſe which are of afhinitie only af- 
teraſort, cannot conuenichtily match 
one with another. And therctore the 


wines ſtep-mother , becauſe being of 
afhinitie to his wife, ſhee is inſtcad of a 
mother in law to him. Neither may the 
daughter in Jaw match with her hul- 
bands ſtep-father, becauic hee is (as it 
were) aſtep-father to her. Againe, my 
ters husband may not marry my bro- 
thers wife , for they are after a ſort,bro- 
therand ſiſter each toother.Thereaſon 
hereof is, becauſe the wife is holden 
in law a * partof her husband,and ther- 
fore if affinitie hinders mariage with 
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one of the married couples, it hindreth 
as well inthelike caſe and reſpect, ma- 
riage with the other, 
And thus much touching the di- 
ſtance of blood, which in the choiceof 
erſons fit for mariage, is moſt neceſla- 
rily ro be obſeruzd. For in the 18.chap- 
ter of Leaiticus, there are ſixteene ſeuc- 
rall ſorts of perſons with whom mari- 
ageis forbidden, The firſt is the mo- 
ther. The ſecond is the ſtep-mother. 
Thethid, the ſiſter by the fame father 
and mother. The fourth, the halt-ſiſter, 
by one of the parents only. The fifth is 
theneece by the ſonne. Thef1xth, the 
neecc by the daughter. The ſeuenth, 
the fathers ſiſter. The eight, the vncles, 
thatis, the fathers brothers wife. The 
ninth,the mothers ſiſter. The tenth, the 
daughter i in law, or ſons wife. The ele. 


| uenth, the brothers wife. Thetwelfth, 


the wiues mother. Therhirteenth, the 
ſtep-daughter, or the wives daughter 
| by another husbad, or husbids daugh-' 
[ter by a former wife. The fourteenth,is 
[the ſtep-ſonnes daughter, that is, his 
daughter who was the wiucs ſonne by 


| another 
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another husbid.Thefifteenth,the ſtep. 
daughters daughter. The ftxteenth, is 
the wiues ſiſter. And not only theſe, 
but all other anſwerable to them, either 
inthe ſame orlike degree,are by equal] 
proportion forbidden to be had in ma- 
riage. 

Itisalledged, thatthe prohibitions 
mentioned in that chapter,are meerely 
Moſaicall, that is, Ceremoniall, and 
therefore doe not bind vs now in the 
new Teftament. 

Anſw. It is a flat vntruth ; as ſhall ap- 
peare by theſe reaſons. 

Firſt,the Cananites long before theſe 
lawes weregiuen by CAroſes to the Il- 
raelites, were grieuouſly afflicted for 


{the breach and contempt of the ſame, 


as may bee gathered by that which is 
written inthe ſamechapterof Zeurticus, 
verl.3. According to the werkes of the land 
of Canaan, yee ſhall not do, neither walke in 
their ordinances. And verl.24. Ton ſhall 
not defile your ſelnes in any of theſe things : 


for in all theſe the nations are defiled,which 


I will ca#t out before you. verl, 25. And the 
land i defiled zherefore I will wiſite the wic- 
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kednes thereof wpon it, and the land ſhall 
vomit ont htr inhabitants, 

Secondly, the Prophets themſclues 
after Moſes, are wont to account theſe 
prohibitiuns not Ceremonial,but Mo- 
rall. Ezech.22.10. In thee,hane they diſco- 
wvered their fathers ſhame , in thee haue they 
vexed ber, that was polluted in her flowers. 
Amos 2. 7. A man and his father will 20 
into a maid, t0 prophane the name of ny 
holineſſe. 

Thirdly, the ſame lawesareal(o vr- 
ged in thenew Teſtament, wherin Le. 
oal Ceremonies were determined,and 
had their end. Mark. 6.18. John faid to 
Herod, It 1s1n191 lawful for thee to haue thy 
brothers wife. 1. Cor. 5.1. 1t & heard cer- 
tainly,that there 6 Forntcation among you, 
and ſuch Fornication, as ts not once named 
amone the Gentiles,that one ſhould haue his 


Fourth'y, Nature it ſelfe by proper 
inſtin, abhorreth ſuch kind of con- 
iunctions, & the prohibitionsof them, 
haue ſufficient ground, euen from her 
principles. For to this purpoſe it is, that 


4 


perours, 
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perours, but allo the ciuill Canonsand 
conſtitutions. of mcn, very skiltull in 
that kind, hauein all ages expreſly bin 
made againſt{uch perſons, as haue of- 
fended in thoſeſocietics torbidden by 
the Jaw of Moſes. 

Fiftly, The Lord himſclfe hath de- 
nounced many and great puniſhments 
to be inflicted vpon-the breach of the 
lamelawes: Leuit, 20.11. Theman that 
lieth with his fathers wife, becauſe hee hath 
wneouered his fathers ſhame, they ſhall both 
die, their blood ſhal be upon them.verl.12. 
The man that lieth with his daughter in 
law, they both ſhall aje the death ; they hane 
wrought abomination ; their blood ſhall bee 
upon them. ver(.14. He that takes a wife 
avd her moiher, committeth wickedneſſe ; 
they ſhall burne him and them with fire. 
verſ[.16. The man that taketh his ſiFter, his 
fathers daughter, or his mothers daughter, 
and ſeeth her ſhame,ana ſhe ſeeth his ſhame; 
it is villanie : therefore they ſhall be cut off 
in the ſight of their people. verl. 20. The 
man that lth with his fathers brothers 
wife,and vnconereth his uncles ſhame,they 


ſhall beare their iniquitie, & ſhall die child- 
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eſſe. Deur.23.2. A baitard ſhall not enter | 


intothe copgregation of the Lord, enen to 
his temb generation. Deut.27.20. Curſed 
be hethat lieth with his fathers wife, 
 Thethirdeſſential Signeota perſon 
mariageable, is abilitie and fitneſle for 
procreation. Andthis in an holy and 
modeſt ſort is alwaies ſuppoſed to bee 
inthe partie contracted, vnleſle the c6- 
trarie be manifeſtly knowne, & diſcer- 
ned by ſqme apparent infirmirie in the 
boos --: -ok; 

Hence I gather,that it is volawful to 
makeacontract with ſuch a perſon,as is 
vnfit for the vie of marizge, cither by 
naturall conſtitution of bodie,or by ac- 
cident, For example; inregard of fick- 
neſle,or of frigiditic,or of the palſie vn- 


curable, or latily ot the deprivation of 


the parts belonging to generation. 
Thele and ſuch Jike impediments are 
of force, though a contract ſhould al- 
readie be made, yet to make ita meere 
nullitie, conſidering that God maketh 
knowne his will in them, that hee ap- 
prooueth not of ſuch eſpouſals, but 
would haue them to bediſlolued. = 
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Againe,that which is made betweene 
two perſons that are * vnderage, is to 
bee holden and accounted as vnlaw- 
full. And though it ſhould be done by 
conſent, or comandement of Parents, 
yct itis of no moment. This alwaies rc- 
membred ; except it bee ratified by a 
new conſent ofthe parties after they be 
come to age;orthatthey inthe meane| 
time hauc had private and carnall co- 
pulation one with another. 

Apaine, put the caſe two be eſpou- 
ſed, whereofthe one is vnder age, the 
other of full age; the partie that is of 


time, wherein the iſſue of the eſpouſals 
formerly made, may bee manifeſted. 
And the vnder-aged may not break off | 
conſent,cither before,or when they be 
come to perfect yeares, butmuſt reſt in 
expectation ofthe accompliſhment of 
the contra, when heeor ſhe ſhall be| 
out of their minoritie, 

Thefourth eſſential Signe,is a ſound 
and healthfull conſtitution of bodic, 
tree from diſeaſes incurablie conta- 
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Whereuponi it followeth,th thata pro- 
miſe of mariage made betweene thoſe, 
whereof the one hatha diſcaſe ſo loth- 
ſome, as that the other vpon good 
ground cannot poſſiblic endure tami- 
tar ſocictic and companie with him ; 
though it do not wholly hinder the vie 
of the bodic, is vtterly vnlawfull. 

Of this ſortis the Leprofie,the Frech 
poxe and ſuch like. For ſeeing there 
cannot be any matrimonial vile ofthem 
that are tainted with ſuch contagious 
| diſeaſes, without apparent danger of 
infecting cach other, and thoſe alto, 
thers; yea and by this meancs the iſſue 
of their bodies ,growing ofa corrupted 
ſeed, are euen borne to perpetual mi- 
ſcrie, and to the great hurtand hinde- 
rance ofthe Common-wealth: -the caſe 
is plaine, that ſuch mariages cannot be 
vndertaken with good conſcience. 

Now if the one party haueadiſcaſe, 
though not contagious, yet either in- 
curable, or ſo *lothſome, as theother 
hath iuſt cauſeto abhor his companie 
tor example, it hebeficke ofa Lethar- 


vie, 


which haue ſocictie with them, and 0-[ 


TEES oa a. as man AT ac a6 a”. aA 2 


| ur Honſehola g01 gonternment. C nav. 5. 


pie, of the failing ficknes, or {uch like 
diſcales ; then, though it be lawtfull to 
match with him, becauſe ſuch a con- 
tract 15 not expreſlely forbidden, nei-| 
ther is it apparantly hurtfull to the C6. 
mon-wealth,yetis it not expedient,be- 
cauſe the diſeaſe being lothſometo the | 
ſound partie, the mariage alſo will be- 
come voprohitable, and the partie in 
dangerot breaking the commandemet 
of the Morall law, wherein God for- 
biddeth to commit adulterie, 

The fifth efſentiall Sigge ofa perſon 
mariageable, is ftreedome from mart- 
age; whereby both the parties which 
enter contract are ſoatlibertie,thatnei- 
ther the man hath in preſent another 
wife,or is promiſed to another; northe 
woman hath.another husband, or is 
promiſed to another, The reaſon is,be 

cauſe God himſelfe eſteemeth that ma- 
riage only lawfull, wherein one man is 
toyned toone woman, and they both 
into one fleſh,& conſequently indgeth 
it volawfull, as for one man to haue 
more wiues ; ſo for one woman at the 
fame time to hauemore husbands. 


| 
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Hence it tolloweth, that icis againſt 


| the law of God,and the firſt iaſtitution 


of mariage, that a contratſhould bee 
made berweene ſuch perſons, whereof 
the one is formerly betrothed to ano- 


ther. For ſo long as the firſt promiſe}] 
ſtands in force,the man can no more be|[Þ 


betrothed to two women,then he may 
be the husband of two wiues ; becauſe 
the ſpouſe by the bond of her promiſe 
to the man, becomes a wife ; and the 
man by the bond of his promiſe tothe 
woman, becomes an husband, Deut. 
22.23-24- 

Againe, there can bee no ſure-ma- 
king, and conſequently no mariage 
with ſuch aone, as either hath been di- 
uorced without a ſufficient cauſe, or 
hath wrongfully forſaken and reieted 
a lawfull mate before. To this purpoſe 
ſaith our — _— Matth. 19. 9. 
I ſay vnto you,that whoſoener ſhall put away 
Fehery _ it be for I ma- 
ricth another, committeth adalterie , and 
whoſoeuer marrieth her which is diuorcea, 
committeth adulterie, And Saint Pal, 
I1.Cor.7.11.8ut & if ſhe depart,/et her re- 

maine 
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maine VUnmarried,or bereconciled unto her 
hnsband, and let not ihe husband put away 
his wife. 
Hitherto I haue treated of eſſentiall 
markes, which belong to the being of 
[mariage. Now I come to thoſe thatare 
[accidentall. 

An accidentallmarke ofa perſon fit 
for mariage, is thar, which belongeth 
not tothe being, butto the well being, 
thatis, to the holines and puritie of that 
eſtate. And of this ſort, there be three 
that are the principall. 

The firſt is paritie or equality, in re- 
gard of Chriſtian religion ; For in ma- 
riage, there is a ſpeciall care to be had, 
thar belieuers be matched with belie- 
uers, and Chriſtians with Chriſtians ; 
not belicuers with Infidels, or Chriſti- 
ans with Pagans. For the former ſort 
are only and alwaies to be made and 
kept, andthelatterto be auoided, yea 
inhibited by pofitiue lawes and conſti- 
tutions, the breach whereof in ſuch ca- 
(ſes is ſeuerely to be puniſhed. The neg- 
le of this point was one principal! 
cauſegf the deſtrucio of theold ou 
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by thefloud. Gen.s6.2. The ſons of Gi 
ſaw the daughters of men, that they wer 
aire, and they tooke them wines of all tha 
they liked. Abraham obſcrued it inthe 
mariage of /ſaac his ſonne, and tor that 
purpoſe tooke an oath of his ſeruant. 
Gen.24.3. 1 will make thee ſweare by the 
Lord God of heauen, and God of the earth, 
that thou ſhalt not take a wife vnto:my. ſon, 
of the daughters of the Cananites among 
whom 1dwell. And in imitation of that 
holy example, 7aac alſo giues a charge 
vnto Jacob his ſon, that he ſhould xot 
take 4 wife of the daughters of Canaan, 


preſſelaw of God giuen by Moſes, tou- 
ching the Gentiles that liued in that 
land. Ex0d.34.15. Beware that thor make 
not a couenant with the inhabitants of the 
land,&c.verl.16.And take of their daugh- 
ters nto thy ſonnes,and ther daughters 20 
awhoring after their gods, and make thy 
onnes goe 4 whoring after their g0ds,! 
And the ſame law was vrged by EZr4 
the Prieſt in his time. Ezra 10.11. Sepa- 
rate your ſelues from the people of the land, 
and from the ſtrange wines. Laſtly,S. Paul 
cxhorteth | 


_ 


Gen.28.1. Afterward there was an ex-/ 


- | tike, that denics the faith, andrazeth 


|| ded,if there be no other impediments 
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exhorteth the Corinthias, 2.Cor.6.14. 
Be not onequally yoked with the Infidels. 
And Titus 3.10. Reieet him that is an he. 
retike, after once or twice admonition, 

But ſuppoſe it falleth our, that the 
eſpouſals be paſt, and that both parties 
at the firſt were belicuers, or one of the 
only ; or thatat firſt both were vnbclie- 
vers, and yetafterward one of them is 


mirthat both were belieuers atthe con- 
trac, yet within ſome time after, the 
| one becomes an Infidell, that is to ſay, 
aIew, a Turke, or an obſtinate Here: 


even the very foundation of Religion ; 
in this caſe what is to be done 2 Surely 
euc ſuch eſpouſals once made and en- 


but theſe,are to ſtand & continue firme 
and vnchangeable; ſo long as the vn- 
believing partie doth willingly yeeld, 
and ſubmit him or her ſelfe tothe per: 
formance of mariage duties, properly 
belonging to manand wife. My reaſon 
1s,the ſpeech of Paw, who ſaith , If ary 
brother haue a wife, that beleeueth not, if 


conuerted tothefaith, or further, ad-f 


__ ſhe 


pI 


ſhe be content to dwell with him, let him not 
orſake her. Againe, The woman which 
| ath an hushand that belieueth net, if he 
be content to dwell with her, let her not for- 
ake him, 1.Cor.7.12.13. 

Tf it be heerealledged,that the finof 
adulterie diffolues the bond both o 
contrat and mariage, and therefore 
much more doth idolatrie orinfidelity, 
which is a ſinne farre more deteſtable 
then adulterie : I anſwere,that the que. 
ſti6 is not, whether of theſe is the grea. 
ter fin, or more hainous in the ſight © 
God. forInfidelitic in both reſpects far 
exceedeth the other ; but whether 0 
them is morerepugnant to the nature 
and condition of wedlocke. Now the 
finne of adulterie is that alone, which 
breakes the bond, and renounceth the 
troth plighted in mariage, and js the 
proper cauſe ofa diuorce, and not Ido. 
latrie or Infidelitie. 

Theſecond note,is parity or equali. 
tic in regard of age and condition. 

Firſt of Age,becauſethoughthe ma- 
riage of perſons, whoſe yeares are farre 
| vnequall, is not cxpreſly —— 
tne 
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the word, yet is it agreeable to the rules 
of expediencie and decencie, that the 
aged ſhould match with the aged, the 
yonger with the yonger. 

Reaſons are theſe. Firſt, becauſe the 
comforts of this ſocietie in likelihood 
will by this meanes alwates be equal, | 
and conſequently bring the more con- 
tentment to either partie. Secondly, 
theſe vnequall mariages are often times 
offenſiue to others. Thirdly, they can- 
not butin ſome caſes prouc offenſiue e. 
uen to themſelues. For when a man of | 
great yeares matcheth with a woman 
very yong,or a yong ſtripling marrieth 
an aged woman; the elder partie grow- 
ing weake and impotent, may theſoo- 
ner cometo bevnfit for mariage duties; 
and the yonger being of greater {tr&gth 
and abilitie,, the more in danger of be- 
ing expoſed to incontinencie, and that | 
in the higheſt degree, vnleſſe he be re- 
ſtrained by Gods ſpeciall grace. For 
this cauſe it was a great fault, where. | 
with one Apulcixs was iuſtly charged, 
that being buta very yong man, he was 
married to a wife of 60. yeares of age. 
| Secondly, 
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Secondly, of condition and eſtate, 
For thisalſo is anſwerable vnto the A. 
oltles rule, who exhorteth men to 
thinke of,and to do thoſe things which 
are true, init, commendable, and of good 
report; Philip. 4-8. Thns it isaſecmely 
and commendable practiſe, that, the 
Prince, the Noble man, the free-man, 
the gentleman, the yeoman,&c. ſhould 
be ioyned in ſocietie with them, that 
are of the ſame or like condition with 
themſelucs,and not otherwiſe.For this 
cauſe are the auncient Romans greatly 
tobe commended, who (as we reade 
in their ſtories) had ſuch a carefull re. 
ſpect of their mariages in this behalfe, 
that they made larves and conſtitutions 
for the reſtraining of incqualitie of 
worldly eſtate in ſuca ſocietics, by this 
meanes preuenting ' much confuſion 
and diſturbance in families, and other 
orders of men. Whereunto agrees that 
of Tertullian who ſaith,T hat if afree wo- 


man had affianced her ſelfeto him that was || 


a hond-man to another and bene thrice ad 
moniſhed thereof, by him that had autho 


ritie oner her did notwuhſlanding perſcuere 
| in | 
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in hey purpoſe « ſhe ſhould, according to the 
law, loſe her freedome. | 
The third note is publike honeſtie 
and credit, whereby the contract made 
becomesa matter of good report, well 
thought and ſpoken of abroad. What- 
ſoener things are of good report, thinke on 
them. Philip.4.8. From hencel gathet, 
I. Thatit is an vnſeemely thing fora 
mi to make promiſe of mariage toſuch 
a woman.as hath bin tormerly deflow- 
red,or hath and is,or may beconuinced 
of adulteric 8& vncleannes. Nay I adde 
further, that a cotrat made withſucha 
one,as himſclf hath before deflowred, 
is by the law of God vnlawfull. For the 
adultererand the adultereſſe,by diuine 
law ſhould be put to death, and be cut 
off from humane ſocictie, Leuit.20.10. 
I1. Itis altogether inexpedient, that 
a woman ſhould be married to ſuch a 
man, as hath a Concubine, vnleſlc hee 
formerly renounce her, and teſtihe the 
| fame by true and vnteined repentance. 
The reaſon 1s plaine. Such a mariage 
cannot beyndertaken in the Lord. And 
the partic himſelfe, being betore poliu- 
ted 
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ted with his Concubine, becomes now 
by mariage to another, an adulterers 
and ſhe that is maried vnto him, by this 
her a& yeelds conſcnt vnto his adul- 
terie. 

ITI. That no man profeſſing Chri- 
ſtian religion, much leſſe a Miniſter of 
the word, ought to take to himlelfe in 
mariagea harlot,a defamed woman,or 
one that comes of infamous parents, 
though ſhe be repentant! Leuit, 21. 7. 
T he Prieit ſhall not take to wife one that ts a 
whore, or prophaned,thatis to ſay,which 
hath an euillname,or comes of ignomi- 
nious parents. Which law, though it 
was in part Ceremonial and Levitical, 
and fo far forth abrogate; yet having in 
it ſome Moralitie,in as much as the rea- 
ſon therof(to wit, becaule it1s reproch- 
full roa Chriſtian, but ſpecially to a Mi- 
niſter) is ſtill in force, it is to be holden 
perpetuall. For Chriſtian profeſſion, 
and the Ecclefiaſticall Miniſtrie is prin- 
cipally to be reſpe&ted,and whatſocuer 
may preiudice the dignitic and credit 
thereof, to beauoided. 

Object, 1, The Prophet Hoſea was 

com- 
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commanded to take vnto him « wife of | 
fornication, that is, an harlot, Hoſea 1.2. 
nſw. Hoſea did it notin deed, but in 
typeand reſemblance. For God com- 
manded him in his prophecie, to take 
ypon him (as it were) the perſon of a 
fornicator, that by this meanes hee 
might the more effecually charge and 
couince the lfraclites of their vncleane 
and vnchaſt conuerſation. 

Obief.2. The Lord alſo forbiddeth 
the Prieſt to marric a widow, Leuit.21. 
14. it may ſeeme therefore vnexpedient 
for a Miniſter ſo to do. Anſw. The law 
concerning the mariage ofa virgin,and 
nota widow, was not enioyned to all 
Prieſts, but only to the chiete Prieſt, Le- 
uit.21.10. And heealſo might marriea 
widow, but ſuch a one only,as had bin 
the widow ofa Prieſt, and not any o0- 
ther, Ezech.44. 22. Now this was com- 
manded them vpon ſpeciall confidera- 
tion. Forthe High Prieſt was a type of 
Chriſt, and Chriſt was in time to come 
to call his Church, the elet,among the 
Gentiles, and to marriethem as avirgin 
eſpouſed vnto himſelfe. Yea he was al- 
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{o to marrie his Churchas a widow,but 
the widow of a Prieſt only, becauſe he 
was to gather to himſelfe the remnants 
of the Church of the Iewes ; howbeir, 
| not all of them, but ſuch only as came 
ofthe holy Fathers,and were [{raclites, 
| not according to the fleſh, but accor. 
{ding to the promiſe, 

j IV. Thatitisnotmcete fora man to 
| be contracted to the filter of her thar is 
alreadie afhanced vnto him. 

And ſo much of the firſt point, re- 
{quired to the making of a contrac, 
|namely, the choice ofa perſon fit for 
mariagec. 


| 


4 


CunaAP. 6. 
| Of conſent in the Contratt. 
===Þ;) He ſecond thing requi- 


mg! red to the making of a 


c Ie | contra®,is the free and 


E full confent of the par- 
Sf tics, which is indeed 
the very ſouleandlife 
{of the contraR. And this conſent ſtan- 
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| deth in the approbation, or (as wee 


— 


—_—___ 


common-! 


l 


pug op ain ey on. Oy 


| or Houſehold gouernment. Cup. 6. 


commonly call it) the Sure-making of | 
the parties contracted. | 

Conſentin this caſe is twofold, ei- 
ther of the man and the woman, or of| 
their parents. | 

Touching the firſt ; That the man 
and the woman may yeeld free conſent] 
each to other,it is neceſlarie that, in re- } 
"pr of vnderſtanding, their indgem@r 

ould beſound; and in regard of will,: 
their choice ſhould be free, And here 
{undrie caſes are to be reſvlued. 

T. Caſe. When the contra flowes 
not from the wil and good liking of the 
parties, but is forced and compelled, 
what is then to be done ? 

Anſ.It the eſpoulals haue bin made| 
through force, or feare ;I meane, ſuch 
as may befall a conſtant, and reſolute 
man, and which hath bin wrought, vp- 
on good knowledge, and cofideration ; 
then are they ofno moment, & in truth | 
meerenullities ; becauſe there is wan. 
ting tothem the free and voluntarie ac- 
cord, and afſentof both parties.Neucr-| 
theleſſe, ifafterward they ſhall grow to 


anew conſent, or both yeeld to an at: 
F 3 ter 
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tcr-acceptation of that which was for- 
merly made, the eſpouſals ſhall then 
ſand in force; without further excep.- 
tion, or contradiction. ' 

[1. Caſe. But how if conſent bee 
paſt, and in proceſle of time itappeares 
tothe eſpouſed perſons,that they haue 
erred, either in choice, or conſent, or 
both? 

Anſw. There isa three-fold error in 
conſent; the one of the perſon, the o- 
ther of rhe abilitie, or eſtate of the per- 
ſon; the third of the qualitie. 

Errorinreſpe&of the perſon,is,whe 
one perſon is taken for another;or whe 
the contract 15 made betweene two, 
whereof the one was taken to be ſuch a 
partie,as afterwards he proued not to 
be. Now where this error is commit- 
ted, itis a plaine caſe,there wasno con- 
ſent; and therefore the contra, vpon 
certaine knowledge therof, is quite fru. 
ſtrate. For the knowledge of the partie 
is the ground of conſent, and belongs 
conſequently tothe very ſubſtance of 
mariage. 


Neuerthcleſſe, if, the error being 
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onceknowne, the parties haue had ſe. 
cret ſocietie one with another ; & haue 
eitheragaine conſented, or growen to 
an after-acceptation of the conſent be- 
fore made, the contract may and doth 
ſtandin full force. For example : 7acob, 
by the deceit of Laban, had taken Leah 
for Rachel, to his wite ; ſo faith the text, 
When the eneninz was come, Laban tocke 
Leah his daughter and brought her to him, 
and he went in unto her, Gen. 29.23, But 
when the morning w4s come, behold it was 
Leah,25,Now by the 1udgement of the 
beſt Diuines,/acob might 1uſtly haue re. 
nounced Leah, if he would, becauſe LZa- 
ban had giuen her vnto him for Rachel, 
and ſo deceiued him, yet hee would 
not vſe extremitie, bur kept heras his 
|wite. 

If it be ſaid, there was an error in the 
perſon, therefore no conſent, and fo 
Leah was not his lawfull wife, but Ra. 
chel. I anſvrere, that Iacob did renuc his 
coſent afterward, &thatrenued c6ſent 
following vpon their knowing one of 
another, made herhis wife, though in 
extremity 6: rigor ſhe was not. Againe, 

F 4 Rachel 
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Rachel was indeed the partie to whom 


| he was eſpouſed, by the former corra; 


and thertore,vpon their mutuall agree. 
ment afterward, ſhe alſo became his 
wife. So ſaith the holy Ghoſt, verſ. 27. 
Fulfill ſeuen yeares for her, and we will alſo 
gine thee Rachel for thy ſernice, &c. v. 28. 
Then Iacob did ſo, and Laban gaue him 
Rachel his daughter to be his wife, 

Error of theability or eſtate is, when 
one of the parties to whom coſent was 
given by the other, being taken for 
rich and wealthic,in the ifſuc proues to 
hauebeen very poore, and not ſuffici- 


| ent to maintaine that ſtate of life. 


Touching this error, it is to be con. 
ſidered, whether the cotract was made 
abſolute, for the time preſent, 8 ſo for 
euer afterward,or conditional for time 
tocome only. If it were abſolute, that 


time, then though the deceit bee verie 


;| offenſiueto the partie deluded, and vp- 
| on his complaint ought in equitieto 


be puniſhed by the Magiſtrate yetit 1s 
not of force to breake off the contract ; 
becauſe the abilitie of cither or both 


| _ parties 
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parties belongs not to the eſlence of 
mariage, But if it were for time to 
comeand conditionate, then he or ſhe 
that made promiſe vpon this conditi- 
on,is free and notbound in conſcience 
to fulfill the promiſe , vnleſſe the con- 
dition expreſſed aforehand bekept,and 
performed. | 
Error of the qualitie of the perſon, 
is, when ſhe which was in the eſpou- 
fals taken to bee a virgin, is afterward 
found tobe with child by another, be- 
fore they come together. By this error 
the Couenant is made void, and be. | 
comesa meerenullitie, ſo as the man | 
cannot be compelled, vpon true and 
certaine knowledge thereof, to marrie 
the woman; but may renounce her,vn- 
leſſe both parties come toa new agree- 
ment, or hane priuately knowne each 
other vpon muruall conſent, For firſt, 
God did in expreſle tearmes command 
the Iewes, that ſuch a woman ſhould 
be ſtoned to death : Deut.22. 20. 1f the 
maid (that was giuen to wife) be not found 
4 virgin,| verſ.21. then ſhall they bring the 


mo to the doore of ber fathers houſe, and 
the 
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the men of her citie ſhal fone her with foes 


 t0 death, becauſe ſhe hath wrought folly in 


I{racl, by playing the whore in her fathers 

ouſe. Therefore it was not the will of 
God, that ſhe ſhould be retained as a 
wife, but vtterly reieted and forſaken. 
Againe, this was ſo vſuala praQtiſe in If- 
racl vpon Gods commandement, that 
godly and righteous men, vpon the 


diſcouerie of this error, would not in || 


conſcience be per{waded, to marry the 
to whom they had been betrothed, 
Matth. 1.18. Joſeph her husband (hauing 
found, before Marie and he came toge. 
ther,that ſhe was with child) being 41u## 
man, and not willing to make her a publike 
example, was minded to put her away ſe- 
cretly. 

ITI. Caſe. What ſhall we thinke of 
the eſpouſals of ſuch,as are furious,and 
franticke ? 

_ We muſt diſtinguiſh of theſe 
diſcaſcs. For Madnes is,cither perpetu- 
all, or by fits only with intermiſhon, 

Ifit beperpetuall, the caſe 1s cleere, 


4 that whether one of the parties only,or 


both be franticke, the contrat made 
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betweene them), is altogether vnprofi. 


[table & yaine. For ſuch know not what 


they do whe they make a promile, and 
the conſent which paſſeth betwixt the 
cannot be free, fulland perte&,butmuſt 
needs be hindred and preiudiced by 
the heate and violence of their dil- 
calc. 

Now although perpetuall madneſle 
be aiuſt impediment of mariage, and a 
ſufficient cauſe to diſflolue a contract, 
yetitis meet that there be a conueni- 
ent ſpaceof time agreed vpon,wherein 
all meanes may be vſed for the curing 


| [of this diſeaſe, to the end that Gods wil 


touching theiramendment may bethe 


parties themſelues, and their friends 
may glue teſtimonie to the world, that 
they haue had a carcfull reſpect of the 
contract before made. 

Againe, if it be not continuall, but 
by* fits, lo as they haue ſome good daies, 
and quiet intermifhs, the caſc is other- 
wiſe, For the contract ſhall be ratified, 
and ſtand in force: provided,that it was 
manifeſtly knowne,that the ſaid parties 


moreeuidently knowne, and both the | 
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were both in their right wits, before||| 
_ plight their troth each to other ; || 
and themſelues be willing afterwards|(ſ: 


to confirme their promiſe formetly 
made, by renuing their conſent. 

Conſent of the Parents, is that aR 
whereby they giue their word and pro- 
miſe, to beſtow their children in mari- 
age, and in regard of right,” doe indeed 
preſently beſtow them. 

Therefore priuate contracts, that are 
made without free and lawfull conſent 
of parents, are not only vnprofitable 
and vnlawfull, but euen by the law of 


God meerenullities. Reaſons. I. They| 


are contrarie to the expreſſe will and 
commandement of God:Exod.20. He- 
nor thy father and thy mother, IT. They 
are flat repugnant to naturall equitie ; 
which teacheth, that he who hath not 
_ nor right ouer himſelfe,cannot 

ind himfelfe by promiſe to another. 


| Now children haue not power ouer 


themſelues, butare vnder the gouern- 
ment, & at the diſpoſition of their Pa- 


[rents , therefore the couenants which 
| they make, are not made and appoin. 
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| ted of God, and thoſe which God ma- 
keth not, are in deed and truth none 
{at all. 
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Cnar. 7. 
of Reieftion, or Refuſal of the 
Contract, 


| 


7a) Ontrary toa completeand law- 
WS ful cotraR,is Reietion, wher- 
S=@2] by the Contract is diſſolued, 
or broken off. 
A lawtull Contra is then difſol. 
ued,when ſome great and hainous fault 
tolloweth immediately vp6 it,in cither 
of the parties eſpouſed. And from hece 
ariſe divers and ſundrie caſes to be ſet 
downe and reſolued. 

The firſt is this. What is to be done, 
when ſome diſeaſe befals one of the 
parties immediately after the contra 
made ? 

Anſw. Thoſe diſeaſes which take a- 
way the vic of the bodie,andaltogether 
|dilable the partic from the performance 
| of the promiſe made, in reſpe&t of ma- 
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riage duties, are very 1uſt impediments 
of mariage,and conſequeatly do break 
off the Contra. Of which ſortare vn. 
curable palſies, frigiditic, and ſuch like, 
whereot I haue ſpoken before. 
Neuettheleſſea couenat once made, 


isnot ſuddenly to' bee renounced, for | 


feare of breeding offence. And there- 
fore ſome longer reſpite is to be taken 
from the time of the contra&,in which 
they are to reſtin expeation ofamed- 
ment, before the ſaid diſeaſes be pub. 
likely and folemnely declared to be in- 
curable, and conſequently that the co- 
uenant made is become void. 

Now, if the diſeaſe do not for the 
preſent take away the vie of the body, 
and yetin time proues incurablie con- 
tagious, and ſo lothſome, that the one 
may iuſtly teare to keepe and conuerſe 
with the other; as it falleth out when 
one is tainted with leprofie, then the 
contract is vtterly to be difſolued, as if 
God himſelf ſhould haue commanded 
it, though the promiſe was formerlie 
made, &theparties themſelves ſhould] 
be vnwilling. God hath ordained Ma- 
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trimonie to hel e,not tohurt cither the 

perſons themſelues, or others. Where| 
therforn theſe diſcaſes be, which may 
infe&, hurt, or deſtroy others, there 
God hath, as it were,teſtified from hea- 
uen, that the a& done is not pleaſing 
vnto him.,and that preſently it ought to 
be fruſtrate. 

Thecontra@ being thus once diſſol. 
ued, the ſounder partie ſhall be at his, 
orher libertie to marrie againe. But the 
diſcaſedis by the Magiſtrates authori- 
tie,to be forbidden focictie with any o- 
therin way of mariage, and comman.-| 
ded ro lead his life, where he may con- 
ueniently from companie, for feare of 
infetion. And withal he is for his owne 
part, toſue vnto God by prayer in faith 
tor the gift of continencie.For certaine 
it is, that he to whom God hath denied 
the powerof viing mariage with good 
conſcience, 1s thereby euen called to 
continencie and fingle life. 

But if the diſeaſe be not contagious, 
yet either incurable, or ſo naſtie, that 
either of the eſpouſed hath iuſt cauſe to 
be afraid of the others companie; then 


| 
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both are to be aduiſed, not to claime 
their right,but willingly to ſurrender it] 
each to other by mutuall conſent, that| 
they may be free againe, 8 not bound] 
by any former promiſe to liuetogether 
as manand wite.Conſideringrthat they 
have no hope mutually to conuerſe to- 
gether, with comfort & contentment; 
while they ſo remaine. 

Vponthis aduicegiuen by theirlaw- 
full Paſtor, or ſome 1n his ſtead, if they 
both yecld, or one ofthem ar the leaſt 
deſires to be at his owne libertie, the 
eſpouſals are forthwith to be brokE off. 
But if neither will conſent to a fepara- 
tion, but rather proceed as they haue 
begun,and in probabilitythe one haue 
no juſt cauſe to hold the other in ſuſpi- 
tion, in reſpect of contagion ; they are 
notto be hindered from the conſum- 
mation of their mariage. 

Furthermore, though one of them) 
ſhould have a diſeaſe, which is conti- 
nuall without intermiſſion, 8: yet cura- 
ble, orany other incouenienceſhould 
befall either of them, after the ſure-ma- 


king,wherby they become lame,deafe, 
or 
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ordumbe,&c. yet this is not a ſufficient 
cauſe to mouethem to renounce, and 
diffolue the contract. 

A ſecond Caſe. What if it falleth 
out,thatafterthe finiſhing of the con- 
tra, one of the eſpouſed perſons bee 
longabſent from the other,{oas the ab- 
ſence bee preiudiciall to the mariage, 
that ſhould enſue vpon the contract ? 

Anſw. Inquirie muſt be made, whe- 
ther this abſence be voluntaric, or a- 
oainſt the will of the partie. 

If it be voluntarie. For example it 
the man vpon an honeſt and iuſt cauſe, 
the womanalſo being priuie thereun- 
to, ſhall go beyond ſeas, and being ad- 
moniſhed of his dutie before hand;ſhal 
notwithſtanding ſtay awhole yeare or 
more, and will not returne, but further 
wilfully abſent himſelfe,then may it be 
lawfull tothe woman, to crauc of the 
publike Magiſtrate a difſolution of the 
couenant made,& conſequently marry 
another man, vnleſſe the former, to 
whom ſhe was contracted, be heard of. 
It he be, then ſhall it be lawfull for him 
to pleade for himſclfe,and tendring no 
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iuſt cauſe of hisretuſall, he ſhall be for- 
ced by the Magiſtrates authoritie to| 
ſtand to his promiſe, and rake the wo- 
man for his wite, And the ſame order 
is to be taken 1a the wi)full abſence of 
the woman, after ſhe is contracted. 

Ifagaine, the man or woman ſhall 
vpon an cuill mind, and with purpoſe 
to decctue each other,abſent theſelues, 
and depart ; meancs mult be vſed, that 
they may be admoniſhed of their du- 
tic. That being done, or at leaſt ynder- 
|taken,and yct the partie offending will 
| not appeare, ifthe other thatis preſent, 
vpon certaine knowledge of his,or her 
wantin reſpec of continencic,ſhall ſuc 
| to the Magiſtrate, after publike and ſo- 

lemnenotice giuecn, the contract may 
be broken. 

But if on the other f1de, cither of 
| them beabſentagainſt their wil,and in- 
tendeth no fraud or deceit, bur is vio- 
lently detained,by captiuitic,tmpriſon- 
ment, ſicknes, force, baniſhmentr.,tranf- 
portation or ſuch like ; then the partie 
preſent being defirous of the conſum- 
mation of the mariage, ought eitherro 

make{ 
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| MPF Ariageis that,wherby the con- 
tunction formerly begunne in 


| nifeſted, and brought to perfection. 
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make meanes vnto him, and expect his 
returne, or haue certaine notice of his 
death,beforeſhe promiſe,or haue to do 
with any other in way of mariage, 

A third Caſe. What if after the con- 
tract, one ofthe parties becomes furi- 
ous, or madde ?7 

Anſw. It the diſeaſe be continual, 
without intermiſſion, inall equitic and 
likelihood, the eſpouſals are to be dil- 
lolucd, vnleſie both parties after know- 
ledge and experience of the diſeaſe, 
hauc knowne oneanother : yet in this, 
and all ſuch like caſes, it is fit that all 
good meanes be tried and vied,and ſuf- 
ficienttime be giuen for the reſtoring 
of the diſeaſed, to their former good 
eſtate, and forthe accompliſhment of 
the mariage lawfully begun, as before. 


Cuap. 8, 
Of Mariaze. 
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Mariage is conſummate by threeſorts 
of actions; one of the parents of the 
Brideand Bridegroome, the other of 


perſons coupled together. 

The action of the Parents is ypon 
the Mariage-day, to bring the Bride, 
and deliuer her to the Bride-groome, 
that they two may become actually 
man and wife, and performe each to 
otherall matrimoniall duties. 

And wherethe mariage is complete, 
inany other manner, ſo as the Parents 
vpon ſound indgement and dclibera- 
tion, ſhall deny their full and free con- 
ſent, cither in expreſſe words, or by c6- 
niuenceand filence, and that vpon juſt 
and lawfull cauſe, there, though in the 
ciuill courts of men, it may ſtand, and 
the children borne therein bee Jegiti- 
mate before men, yet the truth is, be- 
fore Goditisof no force, but a meere 
nullitie, 

And becauſe this dorine,touching 
conſentof parentsin theſe Caſes, is of 
great vſe,and auaileth much tothe ſup- 
porting and maintaining of families; 1 


will 


the Miniſter in publike,the third ot the | 
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will firſt open the truth thereof, and 
then prouc it by reaſons. 

Vnderthe name of parents are com- 
prehended ; Firſt, the Father and Mo- 
ther. Secondly,all Tutors and Guardi- 
ans, who hauc the proper &lole charge 
of wards, or others vnder yeares of dil- 
cretion. Thirdly,all ſuch as are kindred 
of blood, who are in ſtead of parents to 
childre, as the vncle by the fathers (ide, 
the vncle by the mothers {ide,and ſuch 
like. 

Now touching the conſent of pa- 
rents, that is, of father and mother, I 
hold itrequiſite of neceſſitie to marri- 
age : For theauthoritie of parents muſt 


tors, and ſuch as haue the place of pa- 
rents, their conſent is not required of 
neceſſitie, but * of honeſticatleaft, be- 
cauſe the power and authoritie of the 
parent,though it benottaken away,yct 
itis leſſened, when itis cither transfer- 
red to another perſon,or in part reſteth 
inthe child alreadic beſtowed. 
Secondly, by parents conſent, I vn- 
derſtand that which they giue, not 
raſhly. 


[  ———— 


not bercſiſted, or violated. As for Tu- 


* De ho- 
neftates 


_ 


A—— 


_— 


Cuae.8. Of Chriſtian Oeconomie, 


raſhly, vnaduiſedlie, or fooliihlie, but 


| out of good & wie conſideration, and 


vpon true and ſound iudgement,of the 
baſinefle in hand : For otherwile, as 
much as 1n them Jieth, they make the 
mariage void'and of none effect. And 
they arcthen thought to carrie a right 
indgement of the thing, when they be 
ableto ycelda juſt cauſcof yeelding,or 
denying their conſent. For example, 
ifa father denies to beſtow his daugh- 
ter Juliz vpon Sempronius, becauſe hee 
knowes him to bean Arrian, a Pelagi- 


an, or of any other ſort of Heretikeszhe 
| witkholdeth his conſent vpon-a good 


ground,8 hedoth that which he doth, 
of indgement. 

Yet further I adde, that where the 
parents do diſſent, and can yeeld no 


probable cauſe thereof z the mariage 


conſummate without their conſent, 
ought to be confirmed and ratified by 
the authoritic of the Magiſtrate, who1s 
Pater patrie. And this ſeemes to be the 
moſt cquall courſe, both for the auot 
ding of greater ſcandals, & for the pre 
uenting of wrong, that may otherwiſe 
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be donein ſome particular cale, as to a 
woman that is defloured and reiected, 
Thirdly, conſent of parents is either 


tisgiuen by words: ; Implied, when it 


thinke that thoſe parents do giue con- 


nie the ſame. 

Fourthly,children are either ſubiect 
tothe authoritic of their parents in the 
familiez orat their owncelibertie,8& out 
of their parents ſubietion,. Thoſe that 
arcat liberty,arcticd neceſſarily to ſub- 
tection in reſpect of mariage ; but the 
other bcing ſtill ofthe familic, andvn- 
deriuriſdiction, are bound to be orde. 
red, by their parents in the beſtowing 
of themſclues. 

This is briefly the meaning of the 
queſtion in hand. Now, for proofc of 


[this point, I will propound three ſorts 


ofarguments,wherof ſomearedrawne 
from the law of God, ſome from the 


[light of nature, and ſome from. the 
1udgement of theancient Church. 
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expreſſed, orimp:ied; Expreſſed, when | 


is. yeelded by filet ace. For it ſtanderh| 
with moſt cquitie and inditterencie,'ro | 


ſent, who donot by wotd cxpretly de- | 
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For the firſt ſort. According to the 


and politike, but alſo a diuine and ſpiri- 
tuall contundion, the author and or- 
dainer whereof, vpon ſpeciall cauſe, 
was God himſelfe: This our Sauiour 
Chriſt witneſſeth, when he ſaith,T hoſe 
whom God hath ioyned together let no man 
ſeparate, Matth. 19.6. That therefore 
mariages may be ſoundly ratified and 
confirmed,the authoritie and power of 
God himlelte is neceſſarily to be inter- 
poſed, 

If it be asked, How God that is in 
heauen, ſhould bring and 1toyne toge- 
ther man and wifevpon the earth 7 

I anſ{were, that he doth it not imme- 
diately by himſelfe,as he brought Euah 
vnto Adam, butin 8: by ſome lolemne 
and lawtul meanes. And this meane,1s 
that great and ancient power and pre- 
rogatiue of par&ts. And the law of God 
hath giuen them this power, notin ct- 
uill contracts and compoſitions alone, 
but euen in the beginning and accom- 
pliſhing of mariages. Deut. 7. 3. Thos 


law of God, mariage1s not only a ciuill| 


ſhalt not gine thy daughter wnto bis ſanwe, 
E- 


nor 
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nor take his daughter nto thy ſon, Terem. 
29.6. T ake wines for your ſonnes, and vine 
your daughters vnto husbands, that they 
may beare ſonnes and daughters. 1.Cor.y. 
36. But if any man thinke that it is uncom- 
lie for his virgin, if ſhee paſſe the flower of 
her age, and need ſo require, let hins doe 
what he will,he ſinweth not let them be ma- 
ried, 

Hence it was,that Abraham by right 
ofthis authoritie,gaue order what wite 
his ſeruant ſhould prouide for his ſon ; 
T hou ſhalt not take a wife to my (onne of the 
danghters of the Canaanites, But thou ſhalt 

vntomy countrie,and to my kindred,and 
| take a wife vnto my ſonne Iſaac, Gen. 24. 
3-4. Sampſon, though he was inflamed 
with theloue of the womiin Timnath, 
whom he ſaw to be beautifull in his 
eyes, yet hee durſt not take her to his 
wife, tillſhe was giuen him of his pa- 
rents, Indg.14. It was an expreſſe law 
of God, that if a man intiſed a maid that 
was not betrothed, and lay with her, hee 
ſhould endow her, and take her to his wife : 
But how 2 marke in what manner the 


| holy Ghoſt proceedeth, 1f her father re- 
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fuſe togine her to him,he ſhall pay money ac- 
i cording to the dowrie of virgins, Ex0d.22. 
| 16.17. Deut.22.28.29, In which text, 
Moſes plainly ceacheth, that the 'con- 
| ſent of the two parties is not ſufficient, 
no notthough they haue had focietie 
together, vnleſſe they hauethe free c6- 
ſent of their parents alſo, Inlike maner 
it was ordained by God, Numb, 30. 
| 45:6. T hat if a woman vowed a vow nt? | | 
| the Lord, being in her fathers houſe, & her 
| father hearing it, holdeth hu peace concer- 
nipe her, thatis, approucth her yow by 
winkingatit, her vow ſhall land. Bu, if. 
[ her father &iſallow her, that is, giueth-no 
| | approbation or conſent-ynto the. vow 
| made; #t ſhall be of no value, and the Lord 
| wil forgiue her becauſe her father conſented 
| 20t, Now. it the vow of children made 
| vnto God, and pertaining to his wor- 
| ſhip; cannot beratified without the pa- 
| 

| 
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| rents approbation ; of how.much leſſe 
1 force ſhall any priuate contra or ma- 
q riage be, without their allowance *.. , | 
1] The ſecond argumentis taken from 
thelightof nature,andit isgatheredby | 
proportion on this manner: A'fon pri 
[4 | ully 
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uilie alienateth and ſelleth away his fa- 
thers lands, eicher in whole or in part. 
The queſtion is, whether this alienati- 


is, No. And why? Becauſe the land-did 
notbelong to the ſon, but was/part of 
his fathers'ſubſtance. In like manner; a 
ſon alienates himſfelfe, and is betrothed 
toaworman, to marric her without his 
arents knowledge:Is this act of the ſon 
warrantableand found? By no nieanes; 
forthe ſon in reſpetof his body,is part 
of the fathers goods and may not be a. 


notable reaſon hereof we findinTob 1. 
For when God had given Satan power 
to deſtroy and ſpoile all obs goods,afnd 
whatſocuer he had; the diuelldoth not 
only touch the wealth of 79b, bat his 
childrenalſo, as apartof his- ſubſtance. 
Ir this reſpe&-the Tewes were permit- 
ted by God to ſell their children. Exo- 
dus 21.7. Wt 


mariape, theremuſt needs be a mutual] 
donation, betweene theſpoule and the 
eſpouled. And what is that which is 


on be good in law, yeaorno? Anſwere| 


lienated fromhim without-conſents- A 


Againe, for the accompliſhment of 


mutually 
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mutually giuen* Surely their perſons, 
or rather their bodies each to other, for 


haue his wife, and let euery woman haut her 
owne husband. But by whom is this do- 
nationto be made? by ſons and daugh- 
ters that are in the famihe,vnder the 1u- 
ridition of their parents ? It may not 
be;; For nature her ſ(elfe taketh it for 
granted,that he which is not athis own 
libertie, cannot yeeld to the giuing of 
himſelte. The donation therefore re- 
' maines tn the right of the parent, in as 
much as the wil & conſent of the child, 
ought to depend vpon his wil and con- 
ſent, towhom God hath giuen power 


|andauthoritie in this behalfe. 


In-the third place,let the iudgement 
of the ancient Church be obſerued. 
Ambroſe, in his firſt booke of the Pa- 
triarch Abraham, chap.g. requires this 
conſent in mariages, which he faith is 
ſo equallandagreeable to nature, that 
euEthe Poets acknowledged the ſame. 
For which purpoſe he recitethtwo ver- 
ſes out of the Greczan Poet Emripides, in 
his Tragedie called Andromacha, wher- 


in 


ſo Pauaith, 1. Cor.7.2, Let every man 
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in when OreFes deſired to marrie Her- 
mion,ſhe frames him this anſwere, That 
the matter of her mariage wholly de- 
pended vpon the pleaſureand authori. 
tie ofher father,& was not in her owne 
power or libertic. Innocentius,who was 
both a Pope and Martyr, in his decre- 
rall epiſtles,ſo ſtriftly requireth conſent 
of parents, 4s where it wanting, he con- 
cludes the mariage to be void, In the Col 
cell of Lateran, it was decreed that 
Clandeſtine contracts & ſecret mariages,' 
made and undertaken betweene partie and. 
partie, ſhould be holden as onlawfull as ma- 
riages in thoſe degrees of conſanguinitie and 
affinitie, which ave forbidden by God, Ter- 
tullianſaith, That inthe world the ſonne 
cannot * rightly and lawfully marrie with- 
out the allowance of his father, Baſil in an 
Epiſtle to Arphilochizs Biſhop of Iconi- 
un, affirmeth ; That mariazes which are 
made without them which hane power oner 
the parties, are fornications, and therefore 


inno ſort free from imputation of ſin, vntill 


that they which are ioyned together in mari- 
age, while their parents or ma#ters line, are 
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they bane approbation from them, for then 


oy 


— uw... 
_— — hin. at. 
- _ 


pune 


94. 


| 


—_— 


_ 


Cnar.8. Of Chriſtian Oeconomie, 


mariaze iratified & confirmed, when they 
hane yeeided allowance thercunto. 
The ſecond : Action touching the 


conſummation of matiage, is the aGion | 


of the Miniſter. And thatis thebieſling 
or lanRification thereof, which is aſo- 
lemne worke,wherby the Miniſter pro- 
nouncingtthe patties contracted to be 
manand wifcbeforethe whole congre. 
ation, commendeth them and their 
eſtate vnto God by ſolemne prayer, 

This folemne ſanQification is groun. 
ded ypon the practiſe of God himſelfe, 
who hauing giuen Evah to Adam, blel- 
ſed them, laying, Increaſe and mulliplie, 
Gen.2.22.and 1.27.Forthat which God 
then gaue, the Miniſter ſtanding in his 
roome, now prayeth may be giuen to 
the manand wite, Yea itis agreeable to 
the gencrall rule of the Apolt ile, Let all 
things bee done aecently and in order, 
[.Cor. 14.40. 

Now that this ation is to be appro- 


ved and viedin the Church, appeares| 


by theſe reaſons. I. Mariage as it 154 
publike ation, ſo itis afieraſort aſpirt- 
ruall and divine ordinance, whereby it 
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differeth from the contract : For the 
contract being meerely ciuill, as it ſtan- 
deth by conſent of men,ſo by the ſame 
conſent, ie may bee broken and difſvl- 
ned, but with mariage itis otherwiſe. 
[T. Marriage is the Seminarie of the 
{ Church and Common.wealth. ITI. It 
was the practiſe of y Primitiue Church, 
[Tertullian ſpeaking of the marriage of 
Chriſtians with Chriſtians, acknow- 
ledgeth himſclfe not to bee abl: ſuffici- 
ently ro declare the happines of that con- 
iunttion which 1 made by the Church, con- 
ſe. rated by prayers & * ſolemne ſeruice, wit- 
meſſed by the Angels, and rat:fied by God 
himſelfe. Nicephoruss repotteth of one 
Syneſaizs, who auouched that God & the 


ginen him a wife. CAmbroſe (aith, That 
mariaze onght to be ſactified, with the vaile 
wherewith the Prieft was wont to coner the 
| Bride and the Bride-groome in the publike 
congregation, and with his bl:fang. 

The thirdand laſt ation belonging 
to the accompliſhment of this eſtate, is, 
thatofthe parties themſelues, whereby 
the Bride is in decent and modeſt man- 
ner. 
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ner, brought vnto the houſe and home 
of the Bride-groome.[t is the law of this: 
eſtate publiſhed by God himſelfein Pa. 
radiſe, that the man, cuen in reſpec of 
habitation, ſhould leawe father and mother 
and cleaue to his wife, Gen.2.24, 

Heere queſtion is moued, whether 
mariageis to be ſolemnized with mirth 
and feaſting. A»ſw. I. Itislawfull and 
warrantable to vſe feaſting and mirth at 
mariages, becauſetheſe be things indif: 
ferent, and wee haue examples thereof 
in the Scriptures. Laban made a feaſt at 
the wedding of 1:cob and Rachel, and 
inuited all the men of the place to it, 
Gen.29.22.Chriſt himſelſe did approuc 


thereſort of people to the mariage at|{ 


Cana in Galilee, both by his preſence, 
and by that honorable gift of fixe wa- 
ter-pots of the beſt wine, Toh. 2. 2.7. 8. 
IT. Itisnotonly lawfull, but conueni- 
entand fitto be done, if there be abili. 
tie ; according to the commendable 
cuſtome ofthe place & countrie wher- 
in men do dwell; ſoas in the yſethere. 
of, theſe cautions bee obſerved, Firſt, 
thatin mirth and merry-making, there 


it 


e 


| — 


_— i —— — wo —— — _—_ £OCDO4_ " —_ a - 


—_—_W___w__w_.u 


| or Honſchold gonernment. Cuayp.s. 


be care had thatnothing be done which 
is diſhoneſt, prophane, or of ill report. 
Philip.4.8. Whatſoeuer things are honeit- 
pure-of good report, thinke on theſe things. 
Secondly, That ioy in them be mixed 


and moderated with the feare of God, | 


without which Laughter and reioycing 
is meere madneſle, Eccleſ.2.2. Thirdly, 
Thar it bee performed in a moderate 
and ſober vie of the creatures, without 
riot & exceſſe, Thus we readethatatthe 
great feaſt of 4haſhneroſh,it wasappoin- 
ted by the King himſelf, that they ſhould 
drink orderly, none might compel an- 
other to drinke more then he thought 
conuenient,Eſter 1.8. And where wed- 
dings arc kept contrary to theſe directi- 
ons, they arc not feaſts celebrated vnto 
God,but vnto y diuell; which alſo may 
be ſaid of all other feſtiuall mectings. 
Andſo much touching the point of 
mariage, in which this is tobe remem- 
bred for a cocluſjon, That where there 
is generally anullitie in the contraR, or 
a ſeparation following vpon it, there is 
alſo anullity in regard of the conſum- 
mation of mariage. 
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| which is content to dwell with her, let her 
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Cuapy. 9. 
of the anties of married perſons. 


j[Hus farre haue we pro- 
ceeded in the doctrine 
of marriage ; and now 
J we come to the duties 
which they who bee 
mariedare toperforme 


each to other, 


Theſe are principally two : Cohabi- 
tation, and Communion. 


fortable dwelling together in oneplace, 
for the better performance of mutuall 
duties. 1.Cor.7.10. And to the married 
command 1, not I but the Lord, let not the 
wife ſeparate ber ſelfe from her husband : 
verl. 12. But to the remnant I ſay, not the 
Lord, If any brother hane an unbeleening 
wife, and ſhe be content to dwell with him, 
let him not forſake her : verl.13. And the 
wife which hath an wnbeleening husband, 


not forſake him, 1,Per.3.7. Likewiſe lt the 
men dwell together, as becometh them that 


Cohabitation is their quietand com- | 


haue| 


"OI ". 


| 
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| conſent for atime, forthe performing 


| condly, the like abſence is allowed, 


| that your prayers be not interrupted, 


or Houſehold gouernment. Cuav. 9g, 


haue knowledge + gining honor to the wo- 
man as to the weaker veſſels, enen as they 
which are heires together of the grace of life, 


This dutie muſt bee kept eſpeciallie 
the firſt yeare of mariage, Deur. 24. 5. 
L 


When a man taketh a wife, hee ſhall not go 
on warfare, neither ſhall be charged with 


any buſines, bat ſhall bee free at home one| 


yeare,e7 reiojce with hu wife which he hath 
taken. And the ground of this comman- 
dement, no doabt, is, thatthey might 
learne to know one anotherscoditions, 
and that they might worke a ſetled af- 
feftion one towards another, which af. 
terward vpon no occaſion might bee 
changed. 

Yet they may bee abſent each from 
other in two caſes : Firſt, ypon mutuall 


of ſome bulines, that is requiſite for the 
familie, Prou.7.19. For mine husband ts 
not at home, he ts gone a far iourney : at the 
appointed time he will 1eturne againe. Se- 


when ſomegreatand weightic affaires 


either in the Church or Common:- | 
H 2 wealth 


— 


| 


| 
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Saba cir... 
| wealth are in hand, 2.Sam.11.9.10. But 


Vriah ſlept at the doore of the Kinzs Palace, 
with all the ſerwants of his Lord, and went 
ot d:wne to his houſe ? v.11. Then Yriah 
| anſwered Dauid; T he Arke,and Iſrael,and 
| Indab dwell in tents, and my Lord Joab, 
| and all the ſeruants of my Lord abide in the 
| open field , ſhall I then go into my houſe to 
| eate, and drinke, and ie with my wife ? by 
| thy life, and by the life of my ſoule,I will not 
| doth thing. | 
| Henceariſeth a queſtion: What if af- 
ter mariage conſummate, there grow 
vpon one of the parties a contagious 
diſeaſe that cannot be cured, but is ſo 
lothſome, that the other whole partie 
| cannot endure cohabitation at all ? 
| Anſw. Both the mariage it ſclte, and 
thedutic of dwelling together, ought 
| to continue firme and ſure notwith. 
ſtanding : yet ſo as the ſound partie nei- 
| ther may, nor ought in good conſci- 
ence, to deſire coniunction with the 0. 
ther, whereby he, or ſhe may bring in- 
fetion vpon themſclues, and conſe- 
quently hurt their children,and indan- 
gerthe Common-wealth, 
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But if either of the partics haue not 
the gift of continencie, nor cannot ab- 
ſtaine; they muſt ſue forit vato God in 
earneſt prayer, who will ge it vato 
then. 

For there God hath called a man or 
woman to continencie, where they be 
neceſſarily hindred from the vie of the 
ordinaric and lawtull remedie of the 
contract. 

The contrarie to Cohabitation is 
Deſertion. 

Deſertion is, when one of the marri- 
cd folkes, vpona wilfull, and obſtinate 
mind of their owne head, departeth 
trom the other, without a juſt, and ne- 
ceſlaric cauſe, 


Touching this point, there bee ſun- 


drie Calcs expounded. 
I. Caſe, Suppoſe that an husband 


. . . q 
which is an vnbelecuer, or an heretike 


in the foundation, of his owne accord, 
vpon deteſtation of true religion, quite 
forſakes the belecuing wite, and denies 
any more to dwell with her; whatisto 
be done ? 


nſw. All good meanes muſt bee 
H 3 firſt 


[Tot 
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Ambro/7 


1.Cor, 


[ 7.15, 
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| tie; becauſe hee is not in ſubicRion in 


firſt v{ed to bring the infeRed partie to 
repentance; and when none will ſuc- 
ceed, but the caſe remaineth deſpe- 
rate, then mariage is diffolued on his 
part, and the bcleeuing wite is free to 
matrie another, So faith the Apoſtle, 
1.Cor.7.15. 1/ che vnbelcening partie de- 
part, let hin: depart , a brather or a ſifter 
65 not in ſubiettion in ſuch things ; but God 
hath called vs unto peace, In which words 
obſcrue a twofold reaſon : I. He thar 
isatlibertie may marrie another , now 
the beleeuing partie forſaken,jsat liber- 


ſuch things : therefore he may marrie 
another, II. God hath called vs vnto 
peace, faith Paul, and this peace cannot 
be kept, if the belecuing partie forla- 
ken cavnot containe, vnleſle he marrie. 
Ambroſe vpon the place ſaith, T hat ma- 
riage cannot ſland firme, which is ſeparated 
from the worſhip and ſeruice of God, and 
therefore it i no ſinne in the partte that is 
forſaken for Gods cauſe,to be married to an- 
other;and the unbelceuer departing,ſinneth 
both again#t God, and againi the law 0 

wedlock becauſe he denies to remain in that 
efate, | 


—__— ah —_— 
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'|rnan and wife haue madecach with o. 


i or Houſehold gonernment. Cnay. 9. 


etate, in rezard of religion. T herefore hee 
breakes the couenant of mariage, and the o- 
ther is not bound in this caſe to keepe touth 
with him, Lombard, the maſter of the 
ſentences,ſfaith, That the beleening partie 
in this caſe, is not bound to follow the vn- 
beleener when hee departeth, but while hee 
lines may marrie another. Auguſtine af- 
firmeth, that euen the wife which is ioyned 
to ber husband in lawfull ſocietie, if ſhee will 
not abide with her Chriſtian hasband, be- 
cauſe he is a Chriitian, may be forſaken and 
left, without fin. And itis far better that 
the couenant ſhould be difſolued, that 


ther, then that the Couenant which 
man hath made with God. The people | 
of Iſrael being in affliction, were con- 
ſtrained to break the former made with 
ſtrayge women, that they might keepe 
the latter, Ezra 10.11.19. 

It isalledged, that the vnbelecuing 
partie may haply repent, and then to| 
make a diſſolution is in vaine. But ſay, 
thatitis as likely that he will neuerre- 
pent, and therefore there is cauſe that 
the knot ſhould be diſlolued. 


H4 Againe, 


Libr.4. 
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Againe, it is Iawtull (ay ſome) to 
make a dinorce out of the caſe of Adul- 
terie. eAnſm. The belieuing partie 
which is forſaken, is not the cauſe of 
the diuorce, but is a patient of the ſepa. 
ration, wrongfully madeby the vnbe- 
ecuer. And Chriſt where he mentio- 
neth the Caſe of Adulterie, Matth. 19. 
[pcaketh of an equall mariage, whereas 
Paul ſpeakes of an vnequal]. 

[1. Cafe. What if there fall out a de- 
ſertion betweene two married folkes, 
which arc both belecuers 2 

Anſw, The faultic perſon,who is the 
cauſe of this delertion, 1s to be forced 
by courſe of. Cuuill, and Ecclefiaſticall 


] cenſure, to performe his, or her dutie. | 


Vpon which proceeding,ithe remaine 
obſtinate and peruerfe 1n.will; the 0- 
ther muſt in patience, & earneſt prayer 
vnto God, waite the time, vntill his 
mind may be.changed, andhe made to 
relent by the order of the Magiſtrate, 
But if the one of them, by uſt occaſion 
of feare, be compelled to depart from 
the other;-and cannot returne againe} 


withoutapparentdangerof life, in this 
| caſe] 


| or Houſehold gouernment. Cuarg. 


;|yeelda reaſon of the fac ; after publike 


| parts vpondeteſtatiorofreligion, and 


caſe they are not bound toreturne , but 
thedelinquent partie 1s to remaine ſo. 
litarie, till they be inſtruted and made | 
willing to doe their duties: and in the 
meane while, the partie innocent muſt | 
be reſolued that God hath called him 
or her to{ingle lite. 

Againe,beit that the one is reſolute- 
ly vnwilling to dwell with the other, 
and thereupon flies away without any 
fault of the other if the thing after a} 
long ſpace bee ſufficiently knowne be- | 
fore-hand,and all poſſible meanes haue 
been vied, to reclaime the guiltie per- 
ſon, yea being called, he doth not per-| 
ſonally appeare before the Iudge, to} 


and folemne declaration made,the Mi- | 
niſter vpon ſuch deſertion, may pro- | 
nouncethe mariage to be difſolued.For 
he that vpon-malice flieth away from 
his mate,. is tobee holden'in the ſame] 


termes with: an vnbeliener, who de-| 


theſeruice of God, 1.Tim. 5.8. : | 
Howbeit; if the place whitherhe 1s 


fled; be vnknowne, and vpon his flight 


there | 
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| therebe found ſume fault in the Plain. | }|? 
tiffe, ſheisnot to be heard, or ſer ar li. of 
bertic by the Iudge in this caſe,though bc 
ſhee pretend want of the gift of conti-| ||, . 
nencie. hi 
| Butſuppoſe hethat fled come againe| - 
| vnlooked for, and requires his ſpoule , 4 
then in caſe the former courſe hathnot| | |® 
bin taken, nor1udgement giuen againſt be 
| him, they may be reconciled and come ſt 


together againe. If it hath, and matters c 
be concluded, hee is notvpon his re- 
turne to bee heard, but rather ſcuerely - 
puniſhed. 
Like vnto Deſertion,is malicious and y 
ſpitetull dealing of married folkes one n 
| with the other. 
Malicious dealing is,when dwelling 
together,they require each of otherin-| | |* 
| tolerable conditions:and whentheone| | |* 
| doth not regard nor telieue the other, | 


j being in dangeror cxtremity,as is meet. 

For this is as much as to betray one an- 

| others eſtate and life to their vtter ene- 

| mies; 

| { Heereit may be demanded, what a 

belieuer ſhould do, who is'in —_— | 
and 
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and imminent danger, either of lofſe 
of life, or breach of conſcience, it they 
both abide together ! | 
Anſw. T. This certaine danger hath 
his original], either from one that is a 
ſtranger, or from one ofthe parties : If 
from a ſtranger, then the husband ei- 
ther takes vpon him the defence of his 
belicuing wife,or not it he doth, then 
ſhe ought to abide with him. 1fnot,ſhe 
may depart and prouide for her owne 
fafetie, IT. Againe, if the husband 
threatneth hurt,the belieuing wife may 
flie in this caſe ; andit is all one,as if the 
vnbelicuing man ſhould depart. For to 
depart from one, and driue one away 
by threats,are xquipollent. | 
Neither may this ſeeme ſtrange vn- | 
to any, that the belicuer in ſuch caſe is 
allowed to depart. For a husband that 
isa Chriſtian is married two waies: Firſt 
with Chriſt,and ſecondly with his wife. 
The former mariage is made in Bap- 
tilme, and is a more holy coniunction, 
then isthe latter. Therfore when theſe 
two cannotſtand together, but one of 
them muſt needs bediſſolued;theJatter 


muſt 
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muſt rather be left then the former. A- 
gaine, if the belicuer ſhould remaine 
with the vnbelicuer, ſhe ſhould haplie 
be vrged ſometimes, in caſe of danger 
vpon infirmitie,to deny Chriſt,8& make 
ſhipwracke' of faith and good conſci- 
ence; which may inno fort be done of 
cither partie ; and therefore ſeparation 
is to be made rather in this ſociety,then| 
that the coiuntion with Chriſt ſhould! 
not ſtand firme, and continue, 


It is alledged, that if this beſo, then | | 


the belicuing wife forſakes the vnbelie- 
uing husband, which ſhe may not do. | 

Anſw, She forſakes him not finally, 
but leaues him for atime. Againe, the 
deſertion is not made by the perſon, 
which giueth place for the time, butby 
him in whom is the cauſe of the deſer- 
tion; cucn as heis notto be termed a 
Schilmatike, which ſeparateth himſelf, 
but hee in whom is the cauſe of the 
Schiſme. 


Againe, it isobieRed,thathe which| 


flieth leaves his calling; and euery man 
muſt abide in his calling, according to 
the rule of the Apoſtle,r.Cor.7.20. 


"Aſo. 
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Anſw. There is a double calling, The 
generall, ſtanding in the worſhip of 
God; The particular, as thecalling of 
mariage, or of ſingle life. When theſe 
two callings cannot ſtand together, the 
latter muſt giue place to the former, 
Luk.14.26. 1f any man come 10 mee hate 


not his father, and mother, and wife, and| 


children,and brethren,and ſitters , yea and 
his owne life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. 
ITI1. Caſe. When the husband is 


perpetually abſent from the wife, what 


is to be done? 

Anſw, It he be. abſent cither becaufc 
he is 1n captiuitie, or ypon malice, or 
teare, or any ſuch like cauſe; the wite 
muſt reſt in expeRation of his returne, 
till ſhe hath notice of his death, either 
by ſufficient teſtimonie, or by apparant 


likelihoods. Now in the want of teſti-} 


monies, and conieQtures in this behalfe, 
if the partie forſaken cannot certainly 
determine, that the abſence was made 
vpon an euill mind;ſome haue thought 
thatit behoueth her to expect his com- 
ming again for the ſpace of fourc years; 


| others of tiue ; ſome of ſeuen, ſome of 


| ten 
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ten yeates; after which tune,ſhe is free, 
and may marric another man. And if 


| che partie do. haplic returne againe af. 


ter ſome long ſpace of time, who was 
probablie thought to haue been dead, 
the latter ma-1age vndertaken vpon ne. 
ceſſarie ignoranceof ſuch an cuent,may 
be diffolued; and it ſhall not be impu- 
ted to either partie, conſidering it fell 
outnot by their fault, but only by acci- 
dent. | | 

Nowaif the queſtion bee of wilfull 
and affected abſence, the ſame is to be 
determined concerning that, which 
hath bin ſaid beforetouching the point 
of Deſertion, 


CuaAP. 10. 


Of the Communion of married folkes, 
and of due beneuolence, 


$&&£ He comunion of man & wife, 
d F233 is that dutie, whereby they do 
> mutually and willingly com- 
municate, both their perſons, & goods 


each to other, for their mutual] ms 
neceſhitic 
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neceſſitie and comfort, Epheſ.5. 28. So 
ought mi to loue their wines 4s their own bo- 
dies; he that loueth his wife loueth himſelfe. 

This dutie conſiſteth principally in 
the performance of ſpecial beneuolece 
one to another, & that not of courteſte, 
| but of due debt, 1. Cor.7.3., Let the huſ- 
band giue onto the wife due beneuolence, 
and likewiſe alſo the wife vnto the hnsband. 

Due beneuol-nce muſt be ſhewed 
witha (ingularand entire affeQion one 
towards another ; and that three waies 
principally. 

Firſt, by the right and lawfull vie of 
their bodies, or of the marriage-bed, 
which is indeed an efſenttall dutie of 
mariage. 

The mariage- bed fgnifieth that ſo- 
litarie and ſecret ſocietie, that is be- 
tweene man and wife alone. 

And it is a thing of it owne nature 
ndifferent , neither good nor bad; and 
lo Paul numbereth it amongſt indiffe- 
rent things, 1.Cor.9.27. Art thou bound 
vnto a wife ? ſeeke not to be looſed : art thou 
looſed from a wife ? ſeeke not a wife, Wher- 
tore the Church of Rome errethtwo 
contrarie 
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| contrarie waies. Firſt, in that itmaketh 
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mariage to be a Sacrament, and ſoeue- 
rieaction of it, to be ofthe owne nature 
good. Secondly, in that they prohibite 
mariageof certaine parties, and therea- 


this ; that they thinke this ſecret com- 
ming together of man and wife tobe 
filthines. This was the ſentence of Syrs- 
cites, that filthie Pope of Rome, who 
determined that mariage was the vn- 
cleanneſle of the fleſh, and to that pur. 
poſeabuſed the words of the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 8.8. affirming, that they which 
are in the fleſh, that is, inthe eſtate of 
Matrimonie, cannot pleaſe God. Yeaand 


them, ſome began to deteſt and hate 
women, as Ephraim theSyrian,of who 
Ecclefiaſticall ſtories make mention, 
And the Councell of Trent is of the 


| ſameindgement. For whereas it oppo- 


ſeth mariage and chaſtitie, it plainly de- 
termineth that in mariage there is no 
chaſtirie, 

This comming together of man and 


wife, although it be indifferent, yetby 
| the 


| 
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ſon of the prohibition may ſeeme to be| 


after that mariage was condemned by| 


| 
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| For cuen in wedlocke exceſſc in luſts is 


| the holy viage thereof,itis made holy 


orlh ouſehold gonernment. Cu v.10, 


and vndefiled action, Hebr.13.4. Ma- 
riaze ts honorable among all, and the bedde 
wndefiled. And itis(as all other creatures 
and ordinances of God are) ſandified 
by the word &prater,r.Tim.4..3.—Fo0r- 
bidding to marry,8:C. V.q.—And nothin 
ought to be refuſed : —. for it ts ſanitified by 
theword of God,ef prater.1n which place 
itisto be obſerued, how the Apoſtle 
applicth the point of ſanctification di- 
rectly to mariage. 

The word of God giueth direion 
to marricd folkes two wayes. Firſt, by 
giving them warrant, that they may 
Jawfully do this ation ;, becauſe what. 
ſocuer is not done of faith (which faith 
muſt be grounded on Gods word) isa 
ſin. Secondly, by preſcribing the right 
and holy manner of doing the ſame. 

The holy maner ſtands in theſe par- 


| ticulars. 


Firſt, that it be donein moderation. 


no better then plaine adulteric before 
God. This is the iudgement of the an- 
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is, immoderate deiire cuen betweene 
man and wife; is fornication. 

Secondly, that it be vſed in an holy 
abſtinence. 

Abſtinence from this ſecret ſocictie, 
muſt be vicd in two caſes. 

Firſt, while the woman is in her 
flowers, Leuit. 18.19. Thow ſhalt not go 
t0 a woman to vnconer her (hame,as long as 
ſhee is put apart for her diſeaſe. Ana tis 
madc one of the propertics of a good 
man, nottolie witha menſtruous wo- 
man, Ezck.18.6. 


Secondly, in the time of aſolemne 
faſt, when ſome grieuous calamiticis 
imminent. Then they are to ginethem- 
ſelues (by mutuall conſent) to faſting 


| and prayer, 1.Cor.7.5. Defraud not one 


another ,except it be with conſent for a time, 
that you may gine yoar ſelues 10 faiting and 


| prayer : and azaine come together, that S4- 


tan tempt you not for your incontinencie. 
2.5aM.11.11. T her Vriah anſwered Da- 
uid, T he Arke, and Iſrael,and Indah dwell 
intents : and my Lord Toab, and the ſer- 
wants of my Lord abide in the open fields : 
ſhall 7 then go into mine houſe to eate and 


drinke, | 


— 
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[6 or Honſehold gonernment. C nap. 10. 


drinke, and lie with my wife ? By thy life, 
and by the life of thy ſoule, 1 will not do this 
thing.Lach.12.12.T he familie of the houſe 
of Dauid ſhal! mourne apart, and their 
wines apart ; the familie of the houſe of Na- 
than apart, and their wines apart, 8c, 

Next vnto the word, this ation ma 
be ſanRified by prayer, for a bleſſing 
vpon it. Children arethe gift of God, 
and therfore married folkes are not on- 
ly to vie the meanes, but alſo to pray 
for the obtaining of them, Pal. 113. 9. 
He maketh the barren woman to awell with 
a familie, ana to be aioyfullmother of chil- 
aren. Pl21.127.3. Behold children are the 
inheritance of the Loxd,and the fruit of the 
wombe hs reward.Examples for this pur- 
poſe are theſe, Gen.25.21. Iſaacprayed 
vnto the Lord for his wife, be:auſe ſhee was 
barren, and the Lordwas intreated of him, 
and Rebekah his wife conceiaed.1.Sam.1. 
26.27. And ſhe ſaid, 0h my Lord, as thy 
| ſoule lineth, my Lord,1 am the woman that 
ſtood with thee here,praying unto the Lord. 
verl.27. 1 prayed for this child, and the 
Lord hath giuen me my atſire, which 1 af- 
ked of him, 
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Now the fruits, which are reaped 
| and inioyed by this holy viage of the 
mariage bed,arethree.l. Che hauing of 
{ a bleſſed ſeed. Deur. 28.1. It thou ſhalt 
obey diligently the voice of the Lord thy 
| God, &c. Bleſſed [hall be the fruit of thy bo- 
die, and the fruit of thy eround,\Which al- 
ſo is called the ſeed of God, being begot 
| inan holy maner,Mal.z.15. And did not 
| he make one? yet had he abundance of Spi- 
|rit : And wherefore one ? becauſe he ſought 
a ſeed of God : therefore keepe your ſelnes in 
your ſþirit ,and let none treſpaſſe again#t the 
mie of his youth, TT. The preſervation 
ot the bodie in cleannefle, that it may 
be:2-fic Temple for the holy Ghoſt to 
dwell in,xx\Fhefl.4.3.4. T hs s the will of 
| God, exen your ſanitification, that enery 
\ 0zxe of. you ſhould know how to poſſeſſe his 
veſſell in holines and honor, and not in the 
{ [a5t of concupiſcence, enen as the Gentiles 
| that knowngt God, TIT. The holy eſtate 
| of marriage is a liuely type of Chriſt 
[and his Church, and this communion 
| of married perſons, is alſo a figure of 
{the conjunction that is betweene him, 
{and the faithfull, Hoſ.2.19, 1will gots 
| thee 


or” or Houſehold gouernment. Cuav. 10. 


{ thee unto me, for ener, yea 1 will marrie 
thee unto me inrighteouſnes,in indgement, 
in mercie and in copaſon: Twill euen mar- 
rie thee onto me in faithfulnes, and thou 
ſhalt know the Lord. Ephel. 5.23. For the 
hasband isthe wines head, euen as Chrit is 
the head ofthe Church, and the ſame is the 
Sautour of his bodte. 


| 


ſolued, / 

Caſe T. Whether may mariage be 
diſlolucd in the caſe of barrennefle 2 

Anſw. No. For barrennefle is an 
hidden infirmitie for the moſt part,and 
which God hath many times cured, & 
uenwhen itſeemed to be deſpefate, as 
in Sarah. Again,the fruit ofthe wombe 
is Gods bleſſing ; and wholly depen- 
deth vpon him. Hee therefore that in 


whom he hath recciuedat the hands of 
God, offereth wrong euen to God 
himſelfe. 

Caſe IT. Whatifcither ofthe mar- 
ried folkes commit fornication, or any 


fornication, as Inceſt, Sodomie, lying 


Heere ſome queſtions are to bere-} 


want of children, reieRerh this wite, | 


ſinne of the ſame kind greater then | 
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| with beats, or ſuch like. 


[are moſt grieuous and open crimes, 
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eAuſw. Adulterie and. fornication} 


which do breakethe very bond and co- 
uenant of mariage,Prou.2.17.andther- 
fore when they are certainly knowne 
by ſuch perſons,they are atno hand to 
be winkcd at, butthe Magiſtrate is pre- 
ſently to be informed of them. How- 
beit, if the innocent partie be willing 
torecciue the adulterer againe, in re- 
eard of his repentance; leſt hee ſhould} 
ſeeme to fauour and maintainefin, and 
to bee himſclfe a practiſer of vnclean- 
neſſe, he isto repaire tothe Congrega- 


ts 


tion, and.declare the whole matter to} 


the Miniſter, that he may ynderſtand 
the parties repentance, and defire of 

forgiucneſle. | 
Andifthe adultcreſfe hath iconcei- 
ved, and is in trauel}, the husband to 
auoid the impuration of hauing an 
heirein baſtardie,is to make relation to 
the Church of the repentance of the a- 
dultereſſe;or toacquaint ſome certaine 
perſons therewith, not to the end that 
(he ſhould be puniſhed for the fact, but 
that 
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| or Houſehold gowernment. Cu ap. 10, 
that they may take notice of a child 
c6ceiued in adultery, whom afterward 
he may lawfully put off, as none of his, 
The matter being knowne, the in- 
nocent partie may require a diuorce 
ment. For adulterie is ſuch a ſin,as doth 
quite break off not only the vſe,but the 
bond and couenant of mariage, Matth. 
19.9.1 ſay therefore vnto you,that whoſoe- 
wer ſhall put away his wife, except it be for 
whoredome, and marrie another, commit. | 
teth adulterie, &c. And yet the ſame 
bond may be continued, andgrow vp 
againe by the good willand conſent of } 
the partie innocent, and conſequently! 
po may be reconciled, and dwell to- 
ether ſtill. x.Sam.25.44. Now Saul had 
given Michal his danghter Dauids wife, 
to Phalti the ſonne of Laiſh, which was of 
Gallim, 2. Sam.3.14. Then Dauid ſens 
meſſengers toI(hboſheth Sauls ſonne,ſay- 
ing, Deliuer me my wife Michal, which 1 
married for an hundred foreskins of the 
Philiftims, Theſame courſe may be ta- 
kenin like caſes by the innocent, ipeci- 
ally ypon the repentance of theguilne 
tjerfon, Butyet cuery 0h muſtbe lefr 
| 4 = 
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| Thereafon is, becauſlethey are<qually 


| man to: abſerue. that, mogeſtie which 


Cuap-10. Of Chriitian Occonomie, © | 


th. 


to his owne conſcience, and none is ta 
bee compelled to rake another, from 
whom hee:may iuſtly bee ſeparateda- 
gainſthis will. 

Now in requiring ofa diuorce,there 
isan equall right and power in both 
parties,{0 as the woman may require it 
25 well as the manzand he as wel as ſhe. 


bound each+to other, and haue allo the 
ſame intereſt in one anothcrs bodie, 

provided alwaies, that; the man.'s to: 
maintane his ſuperioxitie,ond the wo- 


beſeemethheritowards the-man. . 
© Aftterthediyorcement madc,ir ſhal 


be ldwful for the harmelefle partie,not| 
| having the! gift of-continencie, vpan 
Teauenbidingd of the Ghurch, and the 
ChriſtiaoWegiftrate,to marric agajne.,| 


Burwhabcacn ſhall, become of the. 
particoffenting 7 


cAnſmi lt.vpon the hazard of his| 
Conſtwnce in want: of the remedie;} 
any libertic of ſecond mariage, berto: 


beegrantediynto bimby.theiC hurch-| 
{or Ciuill Magiſtrate; (as iodeed herein; [i 
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[man ;andtothem both, more in their 
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yong yeares,then intheir old age, 
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The ery is he 
q which hath authori- 
> tie oucr the wife; | 

> x=2=9 hercupon in Scrip- 
ure he is alled the guide of her youth, 
Prou.2.17.andthey twaine being but 


one fleſh, he 3s'alfo the head ouer his | 


wife. 


the wife, are theſe : 

I: Toloucheras himſelte: :Eph.5.33. 
Let enery one lone his wie enen as himſelfe. 
Gen. 24.67. Afterward Iſaak brought her 
vntothe tent of Sarah his mother; and hee 
t00" RN ebekah and ſhe was his mife,and he 
lowed hz ' : ſo Thank left mournine for his 
mother. Note, how theloue of the hut: 
band to the wife, mitigatcs ſorrow for 
the death of the mother. 


The duties of the husband towards 


He] 
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He is to ſhew this loue in two things: 
Firſt in proteRing her from danger 
Gen, 20. 16, And vnto Sarah he ſaid,be- 
hold I hawe ginen 1000.ſhekels of ſaluer vn-\ 
to thy brother : behold he is the conering of 
thine cies amoneſt all that arewith thee. Let 
it be knowne among(t all, & be thouinſtru- 
ed. 1,5am.30.5. Dauids two wines were 
taken priſoners alſo, Ahinoam the Izree- 
lite, aud Abigail the wife of Nabal zhe 
Carmelite's v.8. T hen Dauid asked coun- 
ſell of the Lord ſaying ; Shall 1 follow aficr 
this compante, ? ſhall Louertake them? 4nd 
hee anſwered him, Follaw, for thon'fhatt 
ſurely onertake them, and recouet all, Se: 
condly, in regarding her eſtate as his 
owne, and proniding maintenance for 
her, both for,his life time, and as much 
as he may, for time-to come after. his 
death: Epheſ.5.28. $9 ought men to lout 
thetr wines, as their owne bodies : he that 
loueth his wife loweth himſelfe,verl.29.For 
no man yet hated his owne fleſh,but nouriſh. | 
eth it,&c.Kxod. 21.10. If be take himan-| 
| other wiſe, he ſhall not diminiſh her food,| 
her rayment, andrecompence of her virgi-) 
nitie. Ruth.3.9. Ynto whom he ſaid, who 
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m————. 
O_— 


garment ouer thine handmaid for thou art 
the kinſman. 

IL. To honorhis wite : 1. Pet.3. 7. 
Gining honor t0 the woman. 

This honor ſtands in three things : 
Firſt, in making account of her, as his 
companion, or yoke-fellow. For this 
cauſe, the woman, when ſhe was crea- 
ted, was nottak&e out of the mans head, 
becauſc ſhe was not made to rule ouer 
him ; nor out of his feet, becauſe God 
did not make her ſubiec to him as a ſer- 


uant;but out of his ſide,to the end that | 
[]|man ſhould take her as his mate. Se- 


codly, ina wiſe & patict bearing or co- 


|ucring of her infirmities, as anger,way- 


wardnes and ſuch like, inreſpec ofthe 
weaknes of her ſexe, 1.Pet.3.7. Gining 
honor to the woman, as vnto the weaker 
veſſell, ſeeing yee are heires together of the 
graceof life, that your prayers bee not hin- 
dared, Thirdly, by ſuffering himſelfe 
ſometimes to be admoniſhed or adui- 
ſed by her. It was Gods commande- 
[ment to Abraham concerning Sarah his 


| 


| wife ; 


art thou ? which ſaid : I am Ruth thine | 
handmaid, ſpread therefore the wing of thy | 
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wife , Let it not be grieuous in thy ſight for 
| rhe child, and for thy bond-woman : in all 
| that Sarah ſhall ſay unto thee, heare her 
voice ; For in Iaak ſhall thy ſeed be called, 
Gen.21.12, Thus Elkanah was willin 


uice, for her tarrying at home till the 
child was remit. 1.23. And Fl- 
| kanah her husband ſaid unto her, dgwhat 
| [eemeth thee be#t : tarrie wntill thou ha#t 
| weaned him : only the Lord accompliſh his 
word. Hereupon the Heathen Philoſo- 
pher ſaid, That the ma#ter of the familie 
exerciſeth (after a ſort)a power Tyrannical 
oner his ſeruants, a power Regall oner his 
| children , becauſe Kings are fathers of their 
| Commn-weales : but in reſpect of his wife, he 
exerciſeth a power Arifocraticall, not after 
his owne will,but agreeable to the honor and 
dignitie of the marriedeFate; and conſe. 
quently, that he ought not in modeſtie 
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bing and aduertifing his wife in al mat: 

| ters domeſtical], but in ſome to leaue 

her, to her owne will and indgement. 
Heere queſtion is moued, whether 


Anſw. 


_— 
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to ſubſcribe vnto his wife _Ynnaes ad-| 


tochallenge the priviledge of preſcri-|] 


the husband may correthe wife « | 


tures, any precept or example to war: 
rant ſuch practile of his authoritie. He 


' or Houſehold gonernment. C nap. 11. 


Anſw. Though the husbandbe the 
wiucs kcad, yetit ſeemeth he hath no 
powernor libertie granted him in this 
regard. For wereadenotin the Scrip. 


may reproue & admoniſh her in word 
only, if heſeeth her in fault. For, thus 
we reade, that Iacob cenſured his wife, 
being impatient, euenin anger, Gen. 
20.2. Am Tin Gods lead, which hath with. 
holden from thee, the fruit of the wombe ? 
And 1obreproued his wife, lob 2. 10. 
Thou ſpeake#t like a fooliſh woman. What ? 


Shall we receine good at the hand of God,} 


and not receine enill ? But hee may not 
chaſtiſe hereither with ſtripes,or ſtroks. 
The reaſon is plaine , Winesare their 
husbands mates; and they two be one 


|\car bee, ro beate his wife. Plutarch in the 


fleſh. And no man will hare, much leſle 
beat hisowne fleſh, but nouriſheth and 


cheriſheth it, Ephel. 5.29. Againe, itis| 


the commandement of God, that man 
ſhould not zreſþaſſe agaim#t the wife of 
bis youth, Malac. 2.15. Chryſo#tome {aith, 
Itis the greateſt reproch for any man, that 


: 
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| 


fe 


In 1.Cor, 
11, Ho- 
mil. 6, 
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| Church, ſo hee may alſo chaſtiſe the 


lengeto himſelfe no ſuch power: yea it 
is flatly forbidden in the Ciuil law,that 
he ſhould ſcourge or ſtrike his wife. 
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| life of Catothe Cenſor, affirmeth, that 


he which (miteth his wife, doth all one! 
if he ſhould lay violent hands vpon the ſa. 
cred images of the zods, which was coun- 
tedan high degree of offence among 


| the Heathen. 


Itis alledged, Husbands are coman- 
ded ſo to loue their wiues, as Chriſt 
doth his Church ; now Chriſt chaſti- 
ſeth his Church, with ſtrokes ;8&there- 
fore ſo may the husband his wife. 
Anſw. As Chriſt doth entirely loue his 


ſame, becauſe hee is not only the huſ:|], 
band, but alſo abſolute Lord and King 
of his Church : ſo is not the husband 
abſolute ouer the wife. 

But his authority ouer the wife,is af- 
tera ſort ciuill, as 1s the authoritie of 
the Magiſtrate ouer his people. A4rf. It 
is not ſo, For the Magiſtrate hath in his 
hand the powerof the (word,by which] 
power he inflieth puniſhment in caſe 
of offence. But the husband can chal- 


Neuer- | 


So 
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Neuertheleſle, if ſhe grow to extre- 
mities,and be deſperately peruerſe,{oas 
therebe no hope of amendment; then 
the Magiſtrate may be informed, who 
to preuent ſcandals, and to prouide for 
publike peace, both oughtand may aſ: 
figne vnto her neceſſary corre&tion,and 

uniſhment according ro her deſert. 
Now the husband that hath arwife fo 
ſtubborne and pecuiſh, muſt bearc it, if 
it may be borne; as the portion of his 
croſſe laid vpon him by God. And in} 
this caſe, if he be impatient, he may in 
ſome ſort be pardoned and pitied, but | 
he isnot wholly to be excuſed, | 


CCC CG 


Crap. 12. 
Of the Wife. 


MHe wite is the other 
| married perſon, who 
CST] being ſubic to her 
Sal busband, yeeldeth o- 
fg] bedicnce vnto him. 

- Touching the ſubie- 
Rion of the wife, the rword of God m&G- 
tioneth it in ſandrie places. Rom. 7. 2. 
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The woman which is in ſubieftion to the 
man, ts bound by the law to the man, while 
he lmeth, Ephel.5.24.. As the Charch is in 
ſubieftion to Chri#t, enen ſo let the wines bee 
to their husþ1n4s in enery thing, Colol.3. 

18. Wines ſubmit your ſelues onto your huſ- 
bands, as it ts comely inthe Lord.1.Tim.2. 
12. 1 permit not awoman——to vſurpe au- 


eſtabliſhed by God immediately after 
the fal,Gcn.z .16,Y/ato the woman he ſaid, 
I wil zreatly increaſe, %C.and thy deſire ſhal 
be (ubiect to thine husband,and be ſhall rule 
oner thee. Indeed the daughter, accor. 
ding to the Ciuill law, euen when ſhee 
is marriedis * in the power of ber father, 
and not of her husband. But this is di- 
rely again(t the law of Meſes,and crol- 
{cth the law of Nature, Leuit.22.12.13. 
Numb.30.13. 

Now the dutics of the wifc,arc prin- 
cipally two. 

The firſt is, to ſubmither ſelfeto her 
husband; and to acknowledge and re- 
uerence him as her head in all things. 
Gen.20.16, Likewiſe Abimelech =_— 
70 Sarah ; Behold thy brother, thats, t of 

husban | 


thoritie over the may. And it was a law | 
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of p= Houſehold gonernment. Crap. 12. 


husband, whom thou calleſt thy bro. 
ther, i the waile of thine eyes to all that are 
with thee. As it he ſhould ſay, Thy haſ- 
| band ts thy head,and hath power oner thee, 
and thou oughteit to renerence him, For of 
ancient times, the wite was couered 
with a vaile in the preſence of her hul- 
band, in token of ſubicRion to him. 
Thus Rebekah 2t the ſight of 1ſaak tooke 
a vaile, and conered her head therewith, 
Gen.24.65. 1.Cor.11.3. The man & the 
womans head, Ephel.s.22. Wines ſubmit | 
your ſclues unto your husbands, a5 unto the 
Lord, for the husband i the wines head, e- 
wen as Chriſt is the head of his Church. The | 
reaſon hereof is good, For the wife en- 
toyeth the priuiledges of her husband, 
and is graced by his honor and eſtima. 
tion amongſt men, His Nobilitie ma- + 
keth her noble, though otherwiſe ſhee 
is baſe and meane; as contrariwile, his 
baſeneſſe and low degree, cauſeth her, 
though ſhee bee by birth noble and 
honorable, to bee by eſtate baſe and 
meane, 
The ſecond dutie is, to be obedient 
vnto herhusband in all things ; thats, 
K 2 wholly 
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wholly to depend vpon him, bothin 
judgement and will. For looke as the 


Churchyeeldsobedienceto Chriſt her 
head, and ycelds her ſclfe to be com- 


| manded, gouerned, and direted by 
| him, ſo ought the woman to the man. 


So Sarah's taid to obey Abrahams, and to 
give him the termes of obedience,Shee 
calie4 him Lord, or Sir, x Pet.3.6. Hence 
itfolloweth, that the woman is not to 
take libertie of wandring, and ſtraying 
abroad from her owne houſe, without 
the mans knowledge & c6ſent.2.King. 


| 4.22. They ſhe called to her hushand and 


ſaid, Send with me, I pray thee, one of the 
yong men, and one of the aſſes; for I will 
ha#te tothe man of God, and come azaine. 
Againe, thatſhee is to follow her huſ- 
band, when hee flitteth or departeth 
from placeto place, vnleſſe hee forfake 
either her or Chriſt. To this purpoſe 
Paul ſaith hee had power to lead about a 
wife, being a ſifer, as well as the reit of the 
Apofiles, 1, Cor. 9.5. Thus Sarah went 
with Abraham into Egypt, Gen. 12.11. 
and out of Egypt,Gen.13.1.and to Ge- 
rar to  ſojonrne there, Gen.20, 1.2.3. Thus 


| 
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| 


IO. ww kt hed b e———— "OO "an Ine CH INES _ 


or Houſehold gouernment. Cup. 12. 


——. > 
—_—._. A. 


from their father Laban, Gen. 1.17. 
Contrary to theſe duties, are the fins 
of wiucs; To be proud,to be vnwillin 
to beare the authority of their husbads; 
to chide and braule with bitternes ; to 
forſake their houſes, &c. Prou. 27. 15, 
A continuall dropping in the day of raine, 
and a contentious woman are alike,ver[.16. 


He that bideth her, hideth the wind, > ſhe | 


# as the oyle in his right hand, that vitereth 
it ſelfe. Exod. 4.26. T hen Zipporah ſaid, 
0 bloodie husband , becauſe of the Circum- 
ciſon, It was the fault of the Leuites 
Cuncubine, Iudg. rg. 2. Who played the 
whore, and went away from him unto her 
fathers houſe to Bethlem Indah, and there 
continaed the ſpace of foure moneths.[t was 
the finne of Quecne Yaſhi,who refuſed to 
come at the Kings word, which he had 21- 
wenin charge to the Ennuches : therefore 
the King was verie avgrie, and his warth 
kindled in him, Eſter 1.12. Laſtly,to be 
a cauſe of griefe to their kindred, Thus 
the proud wiues of E/as, the daughters 
of the Hittites, were a griefe of mind to 
Iſaak and Rebekah, Gen. 26.35. & 27.46: 


the wiues of acob departed with him, 
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{ſorts cither ſuchas, whereby the fami- 


| they may liue well, Epheſ, 6:4 
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Cuar.13. 
Of the Parent. 


2 Itherto hath beentreated of 
"| the firſt Couple, whereof 
1 ROY'S : the family coliſteth,name. 

PQ: .9 ly,of married folkes. Now 
follow the other; and they are of two 


lie is increaſed, and multiplied ; or ſuch 
as are helpes thereunto. 

Thoſe whereby the familie is inlar- 
ged, arealſo of two ſorts; Parents and 
Children, 


Parents are they which have power| 


and authoritie ouer children, 

The duties of parents are eſpecially 
two ; One tobring vp their children , 
The othertobeſtow them, when they 
have brought them vp. 

Touching Education or bringing vp 
of children, the parents care muſt bee, 
both that they may liue, and alſo that 


Touching the preſcruation of the 
life of the child, there are many duties 


required 


— — — 


or 


= we wo 


| Iſaak, Gen.21.75. Anna nuricd Samnet, 


or Houſehold g0uernment. Cunt. 


required of the Parents, ſpecially foure. 


infant ſucke,and to wrap it vp in ſivad.- 
ling clothes. Paw/comendds it for a note 
ofa good wite,tonurſe her owne chilaren, 
1. Tim. 5. 10. Thus Sarah gaue ſucke to 


I. Sam. 1.22, Danid in likelihood was 
nurſed by his mother, Pal. 22.9. Thou 
gaueſt me hope even at my mothers breaſts. 
And our Sauiour Chriſt was alſo nur. 
ſed by eMariehis mother, Luk. 11. 27. 
and (wadled, Luk.2.7. Now the reaſon 
hereofis plaine. God hath giuen milke 
to women that beare chiidren, & hath 
{oappointed, that no meat is more na- 
turall ro the child, then the mothers 
milke. And nature it ſelte teacheth this 
in the courſe of other creatures. The 
carth nouriſheth that which it bring- 
eth forth. The fruit which the tree bea- 
reth is fed by the fap that coines from 
theroot therof, Yea amongſt the bruit 
beaſts, euen thoſe that be moſt ſauage, 
as the Tigres, do give ſucke vnto-the 
yong ones which they bring forth. 
Yetin caſe of want of health, or abi- 
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Firſt, the mother is her (elite to giue the | 
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litie, orany otheriuſt impediment, the 
mother may in equity be forborne,and 
the child committed vnto a nurſe. And 
ſo we reade that Rebekah the daughter 
of Bethue!, and afterward the wife of 
Iſaak had a nurle, Geneſ. 24. 59. whoſe 
name was Deborah,Gen.35.8.And Pha- 
ravhs daughter in a caſe of neceſſitie, 
committed Moſes to benurſed of an He- 
brew woman, whom ſhe tooke not to 
be his mother, but a ſtranger, and her 
fact wasallowed by God, Exod.z2.7 9. 
The ſecond dutieof the Parent is,to 
prouide for his child meate,drinke,and 
| clothing,Our Sauiour Chriſtſaith, that 
Parents cuen by the light of nature, 
though thcy be cuill, will notdenie or 
withhold neceſſarie food from their 
children : Mat.7.9.10. What man # there 
among you, that if his ſon aske him bread, 
will giue him a ſtone, or if be aske a fiſh, will 


there be any that prouideth zot for his owne, 

and namely for them of his houſhold, hee 
denieth the faith, and is worſe then an Infi- 
aell, 1.T 1195.8. 
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zine him a ſcorpion ? And Paul faith, If 


The third dutic is, when God gjucth| 


abilitie| 


—_—__. 


{ or Houſcholdgouernment. Cav. 13. 


abilitie 8& meanes, tolay vp ſome thing 


[ned & baptiſed one another, according 


{lome of his Clergie acquainted with- 


— — 


for the future maintenanceof the child. 
2.Cor.12.14.——for the children ought | 
not to lay wp for the fathers, but the fathers | 
for the children. Prou. 19. 14.. Houſe and 
riches are the inheritance of the fathers, 
The fourth is, to obſerue both the | 
inclination,and the naturall gifts of bo- i 
die and mind that are in the child, and | 
accordingly to beſtow itin ſome ho-| 
neſt calling & courſe of life.Prou.20.11. | 
A child is knowne by his actions, whether 
his worke be pure and right. In the Eccle- 
fraſticall hiſtorie, written by Ruffinms, it 
is recorded, that Alexander Biſhop of 
Alexanaria,ſaw a far off, ina place neare 
tothe ſea, a companie of children play- 
ing together, and in their play imita- 
ting himſelfe in ſundrie Miniſteriall 
ations. And whe he had a while view- 
edthem,he perceiued that they exami- 


to the ſolemne order vied iny Cogre- 
pom: which thing,whe he had made 


all, and taken order that the children 


ſhould be ſent for, and brought before | 
1 him, __ | 


Rofſin.E - i 
cleſ.bifF, 
-b.1.6,14. 


_ 


| I ſed. And for Arhanaſins and the other 
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him, he demanded of them, what ſport 
they vicd, and in what manner they 
played onewith another, The children 
at firſt, for feare, denied what they had 
done, yet vpon further examination 
they confeſſed, that they had made A- 
thanaſins ( who afterward became Bi. 
(hop of the place their Biſhop,and that 
hee inſtructed and baptiſed ſundrie of 
their companie. He further asked both 
Athanaſius himſelfe, and thoſe which 
were ſaid to haue been baptiſed, what 
queſtions he asked them, and what an- 
{weres they gaue; and percciuing by 
their ſpeeches, that they had framed 
themſclues, though in ſporting maner, 
to the Church-proceedings in thoſe 
ations; vpon conference had with his 
Clergie, hee determined, that thoſe 
which had firſt been asked, and had gi- 
uen anſiere fully, according to the 
forme vſed in that Church, and there- 
upon baptiſed, ſhould not be rebapti- | 


| children, which had done the partof 
| Miniſters in their kind, he ſent for their 
parents, and gaue them. great charge 


| that 


i 
w—— 


| 


| 1.Sam.1.11. And ſbee veweda vow, and 
ſaid,} 


or Houſehold gouernment. C u av. 13. 


that they ſhould be brought vp in lear. 
ningand religion,that ſo they might in 
time be fit forthe publike Minitterie. 
Thelike courſe we reade to haue been | 
taken by the Heathen, for judgement 
of the inclination and towardneſſe of 
their children. The Athenians made a 
law, that before children were beſtow- 
edin any calling, they ſhould bee firſt 
brought into a publike place,where In- 
ſtruments belonging to all ſorts of| 
trades were laid, and look in what kind | 
of Inſtrument any ofthcm tooke moſt | 
delight, the child was thought to bee| 
moſt fit for the trade, whereunto that | 
Inſtrument belonged, and afterward 
applied tothe ſame with good {uccefle. 

Now the Parents firſt and principall 
caremuſtbe for the Church: that thoſe 
of their children which haue the moſt 
pregnant wit, and be induced with the 
beſt gifts,be conſecrated vnto God,and 
brought vp in theſtudie of the Scrip-| 
tures, toſcrue afterward in the Minilte- 
rie of the Church. Thus Anna dedica- 
ted Samuel her ſon vnto God by vow, 
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ſaid, O Lord of Hoſtes, if thou wilt —-giue 
unto thine handmaid aman-child,thz 1 wil 
| 2iue him onto the Lord all the daies of his 
| /ife, And ſhe didaccording to her vow, 
and the Lord bleſſed Sammel her ſonne, 
who in proceſle of time became agreat 
Prophet. 

The next point of Education of chil. 
dren, is to prouide that they may liue 
| well, andleada godly life. To this pur- 
poſe Parents mult do three things. 

Firſt, they are to be carefull, thatthc 
| child, ſo ſoone as may bee, after itis 
borne, bee admitted into the truce 
Church of God by Baptiſme,and hauc 
a fit name giuen vato it. 

Secondly, they are to endeuour to 
ſow the ſeeds of godlinefſe and religion 
| in the heart of the child, ſo ſoone as it 
comes to the yſe of reaſon and vnder- 
ſtanding ; and as it growcs in yeares, fo 
| care muſt be had that it grow in know. 

ledge and grace. To this purpoſeis the 
vow and promiſe made in Baptiſme, 
which parents are bound to call ypon 
| the child toremember, when it comes 
| to yeares, It was the godly careof T7- 
| mothies 
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mothies parents, 2. Tim.3-14+ But cornti-| 
nue thou in the things which thou haſt lear- 
ned, knowing of whom thou haſt learned| 
them, verl.15. And that thou haſt knowne 
the holy Scriptures of a child which are able 
to-make thee wiſe wnio ſaluation, through 
the faith which is in Chriſt Ieſus. This was } 
the commandement of God to the pa- | 
rents of his people, Dent.6.7.7 how ſhalt | 
rehear(e theſe words which I command thee 
continually to thy children, and ſhalt talke 
of them wh? thou tarrieſt in the houſe, And 
verſ.20. When thy ſonne ſhall aske thee in 
time to come, ſaying; What meane theſe T e- 
ſlimonies, and Ordinances, and Lawes, 
which the Lord our God hath commanded 
you? T hen thou ſhalt ſay unto thy ſonne;We | 
were Pharaohs bondmen in Ezypt, &c. 
This was obſerued by the Tiraclites in 
the ages ſucceeding : Plal.44.1 We have | 
heard with our eares, O God: onr fathirs | 
haue told ws the workes that theu haſt done | 
in their daies in old time, 

Thirdly, the firſt inſtrution of chil- 
dren in learning & religion, muſt be fo 
ordered, that they may take it with de- | 
light. For which purpoſe, they may be | 


ſometimes 
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ſometimes allowed in moderate maner 
| toplay,and ſolace themſclues in recrea- 
tios fitting for their yeares. Andif they 
do amiſſe in either, they are to bee re- 
ſtrained by the bridleof diſcipline. Firſt 
by reproofein word,and when that wil 
not helpe, by the rodde of correQian, 
Zachis.5. The ſtreets of the citie ſhall bee 
full of bayes and girles, playing in the ſtreets 
thereof. Prou.29.15T he rod and correct:. 
on giue wiſdome, but a child ſet at libertie 
makes his mother aſhamed.yerſ.17.Corrett 
thy ſon, and he will gine thee reſt, and giue 


had =" pms of our bodies which correc? 
vs, 4nd we gaue them reutrence. 

Yet in this point, two extreames are; 
carefully to be auoided; That the Pa- 
rent be not either too ſeuere, ortoo in- 
dulgent to the child. For ſeueritie Panl| 


| noke not your children to anger, that is, by 
too much auſteritie in gouernmet, For 
lenitie, we haue old E/ his example, 
1.52M.2422. And he ſaid unto them, Why 
do yee ſuch things £ for of all this people, 1 


beare enill reports of you. Doe no more my 


pleaſures to thy ſoule, Hebr.12.9. We hanc| 


gives his rule, Epheſ. 6. 3. Parents pro- 


| ſonnes, | 
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ſonnes, &c. So much for Education. 
' Theſecond general dutie of parents, 
is the beſtowing of their children;This 


children fit for mariage,not to haue the 
gift of continencie, do vie their beſt in- 
deuour to prouide matches for them 
in time, orat leaſt; do aduiſe them ther. 
unto by themſclues or by their friends: 
1.Cor.7.36. 1f any man thinke it uncome- 
lie for his virgin to paſſe the flower of her 
age, and need ſo require———let them bee 
married.verl.38. he that giucth her to ma- 
riage, doth well. 'Terem. 26. 6. Take yee 


him, and charged him and ſaid vnto him; 
T ake not awife of the daughters of Canaan: 
Ariſe, get thee to Padan Aram and 
thence take thee a wife of the danghtcrs of 
Laban thy mothers brother, Tudg,.14. 2. 
Sampſon came and told his fath:r and his 
mother, and ſaid, I haue ſcene a woman in 
T imnah of the daughters of the Philiſlims , 
now therefore gine me her 10 wife. 
This dutie is now adaics careleſlely 


| 0H neglected 


beſtowing is, when they knowing their| 


wiues———and take wines for your ſonnes, | 
and gine your daughters to husbands, &c. | 
| Gen.28.1. 1ſaak called Iacob and bleſſed 


| 
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| neglected of Parents;andthe fruit ther- 
| of is dangerous. For hence it comes to 
| paſſe,that their children oftentimes do 
| either commit whoredome, or vnder. 
take wicked and vngodly mariages, 
Inthe choice of a husband or wife, 
the Parents ought to haue a greater re- 
ſpect vnto pictic and wiſedome, then 
vnto beautic and riches, or any other 
outward bleſſings. Yet where they all 
concurre, the partie ſo qualified is the 
more thankfully to be entertained. Vp- 
on theſe grounds the Prieſt or Prince 
of Midian, gaue his daughter Zipporah 
to Moſes, and Moſes agteed to take her, 
Exod.2.19. Aman of Egypt delivered vs 
from the Philiſlims, and alſo drew vs wa- 
ter enouch,c> watered the ſheepe And 
Moſes agreed to dwell with the man, who 
gaue unto Moſes Zipporah his daughter. 
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teth Kiriath-ſepher, and taketh it, enen to 
him will I give Achſah my danghter towife. 
Yea itisa ſinne to marric only for beau- 
| tie, without conſideration of the better 

things. Thus the old world ſinned, whe 
the > th of God ſaw the daughters of men 


loſu.15.16. Then Caleb ſaid, He that ſmi-| 
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all that they liked,Gen.6.2. and Sampſon, 
whoonly vpon the (tight of the woman 
in Timnah, of the daughters of the 
Philiſtims, without further inquirie, 
deſired thatſhe mightbe giuen him for 
his wife, Indg.14.2. 

Againe, it is mect that par@ts ſhould 
deale moderately with their children 
in this caſe, and not vndertake at any 
hand to force and compelthem tomar- 
ric this or that partie. This was the iuſt 
cominendation of Rebekahs parents, 
whothough they were Idolaters, yet 
had that regard of equity,thatthey firſt 
called herandasked her conſent, before 
they ſent her away with Abrahams ſer- 
uant,to be maried to Iſaak, Gen.24.58. 
Now in caſethe Parents faile in their 
dutic in this regard, the ſon or daugh- 
ter may Jawfully declare the matrer 
firſt to their kinsfolke,and afterward(if 
need be)to the Miniſter,or Magiſtrate, 
and ſue for redrefle by their means and 
direftion, 


a | h —= 
that they were faire,and tooke them wines bf 
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Cuapr. 14 ] 
| 


Of the Sonne. 


1 Heſonne is he,who is 
YI] in ſubieRion to his 
arents. 
} he duties ofa ſon 
to bee performed to 
his parents, are prin- 


cipally two. 

Firſt to yeeld them obedience, whe-! 
ther they be his naturall parents or o- 
therwiſe, as his ſtep-father & ſtep-mo- 
ther, and that while he liveth.Eph.6.1. | 
Children obey your parents in the Lord, for 
this s right, Luke 2.51. Then hee went 
\ downe with them, and came to NaFareth, 
and was ſubiet7 tothem, Ex0d.18.19.Mo- 
ſes farther in law ſaid vnto him, Heare 
now my voice, 1 will ginethee counſell, and 
God ſhall be with thee.Ruth 3.5. And Ruth 
aid unto Naomi her mother in law, TAU 
that thou biddeF me, I wil do.Tob 1.5.4na 
whe the daies of their baquetting were gone 


about, Tob ſent and ſanitified them. 


This] 
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| hisaduice,without great and waightie 


or Houſehold gonernment. Cu ap. 14. 


This obedience muſt ſhew itſelfe in 
two things. 

Firſt in the choyceof alawfull cal- 
ling; wherein the childis robe ordered 
and appointed at the diſcretion of the 
parent. 

Secondly in mariage: For in that,the 
parent is the principall agentarid dil- 
poſer of the child: Nowalthough his 
authoritie be not ſo great, as that the 
child is tobe forced and compellg 
him, yetthereuerent and dutifulFye- 
ſpe& which the child ought to beare 
towards him, ought to be a ſtrong in- 
ducement, not todifſent, or renounce 


cauſe, Yea the child muſt endeuour by 
all manner of dutifull cariage to ouer- 
come, orat leaſt ro mitigate his parents 


ſcueritic in that behalfe. a | 
Now for the daughters: They mu} 


yeeld obedience to their parents in all 
DomeſticallJabours, that they may be 
Skilfull in houſhold afaires. Thus did 
the ſeuen davghrers of the Prieſt of 
Midian,accuſtomethemſelnes to draw 


water, and fill the rroughes ro water | 
L, 2 their | 
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their fathers ſheepe, Exo0d.2.16, Thus Re. 
bekah was ſcene to comeout of her fa- 
thers houſe, with her pitcher ypon her 
ſhoulder, and to go downe with it to 
the well to fill it, and gine drinke to her 
fathers Camels, Gen.24.16.17. 

The ſecond duticofttheſonne, is to 
recompence his fathers loue, and care 
oucr him, by relicuing him in caſe of 
| want, it God giue abilitie, with food 
and rayment, and other neceſſaries, 
Herein children muſt deale with their 
parents,asthe brood of the Storke is re- 
ported to do with her, by feeding her 
when ſhceis old ; wherein they doe no 
more but what ſhee before hath done 
vnto them. It is Paxzls counſell,that chil- 
dred 8 nephewes ſhould recompence 
the kindnes of their kindred in the firſt 
place,r,Tim.5.4.2nd therefore to their 
parents, the head & foiidation of their 
kindred. When Joſeph was in profperi- 
tie, and his father Jacob in want, he firſt | 
eauec him corne freely ; and afterwards 
ſent forhim to Egypr, and there prout- 
ded for him;in ſo muchas the text ſaith 
othim,thathe nouriſhed his fatherand 


his 
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{ his brethren, and all his fathers houſe- 
hold with bread, Ewen as the mother puts 
meat into the childs month, Gen. 47. 12. 
When Nami the (tep-mother of Ruth 
| was of great yeares, and her ſtrength 

ſpent, Ruth gathered corne in the har- 
ueſt for relicte of them both. Yea when 
Boa7 gauec her to cate and to drinke,the 
reſerued part of her victuals,& brought 
it home with her gleanes torefreth her 
mother, Ruth 2.14.18. 

Theneceſſitic of the performance of 
theſeduties is ſo great, that if the ſonne 
neglecteththem, and doth the contra. 
rie, by ill viage of his parenr, cither in 
word or deed, he is worthie of death, 
euen by Moſes law: Exod.21.15. He that 
(mateth his father or his mother ſhall die the 
aeath. 

Thelaw of the firſt borne of a mans 
children, that he ſhould hauea greater 
portion of his fathers goods, then any 
| of thereſt of his brethren, is perpetual, 

and admits no exception, but only in 
the caſe of notorious wickednes.Deut. 
21. 17. He ſhall acknowledge the ſon of the 
hated for the firit borne, & giue him a dou- 
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ble portion of all that he hath, for he # the 
firit of his ſtrength, and to him belongeth 
the right of the firit borne. This was the 
law ; yet we reade that Ruben loſt this 
prerogatiue,by reaſon of his inceſt,and 
Iudah the fourth ſonne of 1acob had the 
dignitic of the firſt borne, Gen. 4g. 8. | 
T hou Indah, thy brethren ſhall |prayſe 
thee——thy fathers ſonnes ſhall bow downe 
unto thee. 

In the Church of the old Teſtament, 
the priuiledge of the firſt borne was 
three-fold; the firſt of gouernment and 
royaltie, the ſecond of Prieſthood, the 
third of the double portion. And it is 
probablethatthis was for the moſt part 
Ceremoniall, and was accompliſhed 
and determined in Chriſt, who was Se 
Image ofthe inutfible God, ef the firſt borne 
of exery creature, Colol.1.15, 

Heere two queſtions are propoun- 
ded. 

xef. T. Whether is it lawſull for 
the ſonne to make a vow belonging e1- 


on,without the conſent of the parent 2 


Anſw, A vow ſo made isnot of force| 
to 
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to bind the child, but by the Law ofna 
ture & common cquirie, 1s to be made 
void. For it isa ruled caſe,that he which 
isnot his owne man, that is to ſay,at his 
ownelibertie, but vnder the power of 
another,cannot bind himſelte. Againe, 
the authoritie of the parent by the law 
of God is great , For it alloweth the fa- 
ther to make void the vow of the child 
pertaining to Gods worſhip, Numb. 
0. 6. 

2ne. TT. Whether is the conſent 
of the parents to be required in the ſe- 
cond mariages of their children 

Anſw. 1. Ofancienttimes, both by 
* Ciuill lawes, &alſo by Imperial con- 
ſtitutions, it was prouided that no wi- 
dowes, though made free by their for- 
mer mariages, ſhould make any con- 
tract againe, without the good will of 
their parents. 2, Conſentin this caſe, 
though it be not abſolutely neceſſarie, yet 
itis to bethought fit and connenient, be. 
cauſe children in ſome regards exemp- 
ted from parents authoritie, doe owe 
notwithſtanding the duti* of honor 
'vntothem,by Gods expreſſe comman.- 


| 
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dement, Exod.20.12.and conſequent- 
ly oughttoteſtifiethe ſame, by being 
ordercd and aduiſed by them in ſome 
ſort, cuen at the after-beſtowing of 
themſelues. Hence it is, that * later Di- 
uines haue holden vpon good ground; 
That the cſpouſals of widowes, who 
hanc ſome more libertie,thenthe child 
firſt married,being made without their 
parents knowledge,cannot but incurre 
juſt reprehenſion,howſocuerthey may 
{tandin force without it. 


CHAP. 1 Jo 
Of the Matter, 


Ext vnto parents and chil- 
dren, wherby the family 
is increaſed, is a ſecond 
ſort of couples, which 

archelpes therunto.And 
they are Maſters and ſeruants. 

The Maſter is a member in the fa- 
milie, which hath power and beareth 
rule ouer the ſcruant. And his dutie 
ſtands principally in three things. 
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| - Firſt, To make a good choice of his 
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ſeruants; which is then done, when he 
inquireth firſt after ſuch as feare God, 
andbe willing to ſerue him. Pau/makes 
the ſcruice and feare of God the maine 
ground of true obedience in {cruants, 
Epheſ.6.5. 6.7. Colol.3.22. It was the 
rule of Daxids choice, Pal. 101. 6. Hee 
that walketh in the perfect way, he ſhall ſerue 
me. Abrahams chicte {cruit ofhis houſe, 
was a man that feared God, as appea- 
reth, in that hemade conſcience of his 
oath, Gen. 24.23. and prayedallſo for 
ſucceſle inthe buſines whereabout he 
was ſent. Gen.24.12.0 Lord God of my 
Ma#ter Abraham, Tbeſeech thee ſend mee 
good ſpeed this day, and ſhew mercie to my 
Matter Abraham. Cornelius of Ceſarea, 
the Captaine of the Italian band, hada 
ſouldier that daily attended on him, 
who feared God, and ſeruants alſo be- 


[ſide him, to whom hee made knowne 


the heauenly viſtton which hee ſaw, 
AR. 10.7. 

Secondly, Tocnioyne them labour, 
and notto require more of them, then 
theirſtrength will bcare. The maſter is 
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toruleouer the ſeruant 2 w#iice. And 
then is his comandementvniuſ,whe it 
will not {|ad with the courſe of nature, 
with the abilitie of his ſeruant, or with 
the word of God. Therefore heis to re- 

uire labourat their hads proportiona- 
blero their ſtrength, & yeeld the ſome- 
times intermiſſion 8 reſt. Leuit.25. 46. 
Omer your brethen the children of Iſrael, ye 
[hall not rule ouer one another with crueltte, 
1. Pet. 3. 8. Bee pitifull, bee courteous, one 
beare with another, And tor the furthe. 
rance of buſines. it is conuenient that 
the maſter be oftentimes preſent with 


[the ſeruars in their works. Prou.27.23. 


Be diligent to know the ſtate of thy flock, and 
take heed to thy heards, The good matron 
ouerſeeth the wates of her houſhold, Prou, 
31.27. A man of Libya being asked, 
what it was that might make a horſe 
fat; heanſwered, The ma#ers eye. 

Thirdly, To recompence the dili- 
gence and paines of his ſeruant, and 
that three waies. 

Firſt, by giuing him his due of meat 
and drinke for the preſent. The good 
matron giueth the portion to her houſhold, 


——— 
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land the ordinary t0 her maids,Prou. 31.15, 


A. Houſehold gonernment. C u av. 1s, 


Secondly, by paying him his hirein 
the end of his ſeruice : The labonrey 75 
worthit of his wages. Luk.10.7. Well done, 
200d ſeruant and /aithfull ; thou hait been 
faithfull in little, Iwill make thee ruler ouer 
much,enter into thy maſtersioy.Mat.25.21, 

Heere three caueats are to be obſer- 
ued. I. Thatthe wages be proportio- 
nabletothe work. II. That itbepaid 
in due time, without deferring. Sothe 
Maſter of the vine-yard, when exen was 
come, called his ſeruants together, to 


the ſeruat be not defrauded of any part 
of his due. For this isa crying fin;Deur. 
24-15. T how ſhalt gine him his hire for his 
day, neither ſhall the Sunne go downe vpon 
it left hee crie againi# thee unto the 
Lord, andit bee ſinne vito thee, Tam. 5.4. 
Behold,the hire of the labonrers which hane 
reaped your fields, which i kept backe by 
frand, crieth, and the cries of them which 
haue reaped, are entred into the eares of the 


| Lord of hos, 


Third!y, ifthe ſeruant in time of his 
ſeruicebeficke, the maſters care ravſt 


| 


gine the their hire, Mat. 20.8. I1I. That] 
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be by all means poſſible to procure his 
recouery. Equitie muſt be the rule in 
theſe caſes; and maſters are to do to their 


ſeruants that which ts init and equall, Col. 


4.1. Now the ſeruant hap lie talles ficke 
by and in his ſeruice, and his health 


| yeelds not only profitto his maſter,bur 


incouragement alſo to himſelfe. The 

ood Centurion in caſe ofhis ſeruants 
(1ckneſle, rooke the beſt courſe to haue 
him reſtored, Matth. 8.6. 


— 


 Cuar.16. 
Of the Sernant. 


IP 7 HeSeruant, isa perſon 
& : J PS in the family ſubie&t 


Il vato his maſter, 
Thedutic of a ſeruat 
is, faithfully and dili- 
octly todemeanchim- 
ſelfe in the affaires of his maſter,and to 
-doe ſeruice vnto him as vnto Chriſt, 
though hebe froward and hard-hartcd. 
Titus 2.9. Let ſernants be ſubieti to their 
maſters, and pleaſe them in all things, n0t 


anſwering againe. Ephel.6.5. Seruants, be 


obedient 
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obedient 10 them that are your maſters ac- 


' cording 10 the fieſh,vith feare & trembling, 
p in ſinglenes of your hearts, as vnto Chrift, 
: CoJ. 3. 22. Thus 7acob ſerued Laban, 
' Gen.31.38, T his twentie yeares hane Tbin 
with thee , thine ewes ana thy goates haue 
not caſt their yone, and the rammes of the 


Contrariwiſe, the ſeruant muſt take 
| heed that he doe not his maſters bufi- 
? | neſſe negligently,or for faſhion ſake,or 
with eyc-{cruiceas a man-pleaſer, that 
incaſe of rebuke or controlement, he | 
anſwere not againe, laſtly, thatheebe | 
truſtie & withhold his hands from pic- 
king, and his heart from deceiuing his 
| maſter. 
Seruants are of two ſorts; either free, 
or bond-feruants. 

A ftree-ſeruant is he, whom his ma- | 
ſter hireth for wages to do him ſeruice. 
Tohim belongs the 1uſt paiment of his 
hire, and in cafe of offence, the maſter 
hath authoritie to cenſure and correct | 
him, prouided that in the exccution 
| | thereof, reſpe& bee had vnto his age, | 

and the correction be vicd with mode- 
ration, 


| 
] 
flocke bane 1 not eaten,&c., | 
| 
| 
| 
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ration, as if hee were his ſonne. 


for money, andis commonly called a 
ſlaue. Touching this ſort, a queſtion is 
moued, whether a Chriſtian may with 
ſafe conſcience, haue and yſe a manas 
his ſlaue ? 

Anſw, The power & right ofhauing 
bond-men, in thoſe countries where it 


| 
is eſtabliſhed by poſitiue lawes, may | 


ſtand with good colcience, if itbe vſed 
with moderation. That authoritie in 
this behalfe is moderate, wherein theſe 
ſcuen caueats be obſerued. 


ſeruantthe power of life and death; for' 
this takes away the lawful power of the 
Magiſtrate, ro whom only the Lord 
hath committed the ſword of iuſtice. 


ted him, to vſe his ſeruant at his owne 
will and pleaſure in all things; for this 
was not granted by the law of God to 
his owne people: Exod.21.26. If a man 
ſmite his ſeruant or his maid in the eye, and 
hath periſhed it, he ſhall let him go free for 
his eye : Alſo if he ſmite out his ſeruants or 
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A bond-ſeruant, is a ſeruantbought | 


I. Thatthe maſter hauenotouer his | - 


IT. That there be not libertie gran-|' | 


| 


his 
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his maids tooth, he ſhall let him go out free 
or his tooth, 

ITI. That the power be not enlar. 
ged to the commanding of things a- 
painſt piety or juſtice , for in theſe caſes 
a man muſt rather obey God then 
man,Act.4.19. 

| V. That maſters do not take liber- 
tie to make ſeparation of thoſetheir ſer- 
uants that be married,the one from the 
7 | other, or of thoſe thatbe parents from 
their children ; conſidering that God 
bimſelfe hath made theſe ſocieties, and 
ioyned ſuch perſons together, and 
therefore man may not ſeparate them. 

V. That the maſters do not take li- 
bertie to put ouer their ſeruants to vn- 
godly and vnbelicuing maſters, for that 
is an vakind and cruell libertie, & may 
be an apparar occaſion to make the ſer: 
uant fall away from religion, and re- 
nounce the true God, * 

VI. That they donotbind them to 
perperuall ſlauery, & never make them 
free, Ex0.21.5.But if the ſeruant ſay thus, 
I loue my maſter , my wife and my children, 
| 7 will not go ont free, 


V IT. That 
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* VII. Thattheſeruitudebe nor pro- 


cured'and retained by force; foritisa | 


more grieuous crime to ſpoileaman of 
his libertic, then of his riches. 

Now y the ſame power limited with 
theſe cautions.,is lawfull & warrantable 
in colciece,it appezrs by theſe reaſons, 

I. God hath ordained & allowed it, 
euen by warrant of his ownelaw; The 
poſteritie of Cham was curſed by Noah, 


and condemned to (lanerie,Gen. 9.25. | 


And he ſaid, Curſed be Cham, a ſeruant of | 


(eruants ſhal he be to his brethren.So were 
the Gibeonites by 7oſhua,loſ.9.2 3. Now 
therefore yee are curſed, and there ſhall none 
of you be freed from being bond-men, and 
hewers of wood, drawers of water, for the 
houſe of my God. So was the theefe,Exo, 
22.3.If he had not wherewith to make reſli- 
tution, then hee ſhould bee ſold for his theft. 
Again, thoſe that are ouercome in war 
may be held captiue,andit is lawful for 
the conquerer to kill them,8&: therefore 
to make them ſlaues: and if being take, 
they be ſaued from death, they owe all 
thatthey haue to them by whom they 
are ſaued. 


II. The| 


he As. at 
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'TI. The law of God gauelibertie to 
any ma that would,to make ſale of him. 
ſelfe to another. Levit.25.45.0fthe chil- 
dren of the flrangers that are ſotourners4- 
mong you,of them ſhal ye buy ,& of their fa- 
milies that are with you, which they begatin 
your land,theſe ſhall be your poſſeſao.Deurt. 
15.12-1f thy brother an Hebrew ſell himſelf 
zo thee, or an Hebreweſſe, and ſerue thee ſix 
yeares, ent in the ſeuenthyeare thou ſhalt let 
him go free fromhee: and ver; 17, Thos 
hats take an anle, & pierce hiseare through 
again#t the doore,and he ſhall be thy ſeruant 
| for ener, 

III. The mi that is ranſommed fr6 
his enemic, is bound to ſeruceas a flaue 
in liew ofthankfulneſle, | 

I'V. The examples of the 'godly in 
the Scriptures. Abraham had ſeruants 
whom he bought for filuer,Gen.17.12. 
Euerie manchild of eight daies old among 


as well he that ts borne in thine houſe, as he 
that is bought with money of any flranger, | 
which i not of thy ſeed. Gen. 24. 35. The 
Lord hath bleſſed my maiter Abraham wo-. 
derfully— for he hath giuen him ſheep and 


yon, ſhal be circumciſed m your generations, | 


eM beeues, 
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beeues,and ſiluer and gold, men-ſeruants 
and maid-ſeruants, and camels and aſſes; 
V. The Apoſtles do not difaliow of 
ſuch ſervats,bur comand the being ſer. 
uants;& called tothe profefſio of Chri- 
ſtianiric in that ſtate, notto change, bur 
to abide1n their calling. 1.Cor.7.21. Art 
thou called being a ſeruant ? care not far it. 
[t is alledged that ſuch ſeruitudeis a- 
gainſt thelaw of nature. 4r[.It is indeed 
againſtthe law of1ntire naturc,as it was 
before the fall, bur againſt the law of 
corrupted nature {incethe fall, itis'nor. 
But Chriſt hath purchaſed liberty to 
belicuers, Colofl.5.11.Anſ.Only alpiri- | 
tuall libertie in this life, 8 aicorporal on. 
ly in the life to come. For though y ſer. 
uantinregatrd of faith & theinner man | 
be equal to his maſter, becauſe in Chriſt 
lefus there is neither maſter nor ſeruar, | 
bond nor free; yet in regard of the out- 
ward man & ciuill order amongſt men, 
the waſteris aboue the ſervant;and the 
ſeruantis, & muſt be ſubie to the ma- | 
ſter. Nenerthelcfſe where this kind of 
ſernitude is aboliſhed, it is not to be a-| 
gaine receiued or intertained amongſt 
Chriſtians, | 
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Chriſtians, ſpecially conſidering, itis a 
far more milde and moderate courſe to 
haue,hired {eruants. 

If it be ſaid againe, that the Heathen 
Philoſopher holdeth ſeruitudeto bena- 
| turall, wherby ſome areby birth bond; 
and others free. I an{were, That ſervi. 
tudeproceedeth notof nature,buthati 
his originall from the lawes ofnations, 
and is a conſequent of the fall. For all 
men by nature are equally & indifferet. 
ly free,none more or leſſe then others, 


Of the Maſter of the familie or 2004- 
man of the houſe. 


(Hus much touching the diuers 
SIE and ſeucrall combinations or 
couples belonging to the ſtate 
Oeconomicall. Fro which do ariſe two 
perſons of a mixt or compounded na- 
tureand condition,comonly called the 
Goodman,& the Goodwife of y houſe. 
The 2004 man or maſter of the ſamilie, 


isa perſon,in whom reſteth the priuate 
and proper gouerament of the whole} 
M 2 hoyſhold, 
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houſhold, and he comes notvnto it by 
election, as it falleth outin other ſtates, 
but by the ordinance of God, ſetled e. 
gen in the order of nature. The husbad 
indecd naturally beares rule ouer the 
wife;parents ouertheir childre,maſters 
ouer theirſeiuats: but that perſon who 
by the prouidence of God, hath F place 
of an husband, a father, a malter in his 
houſe, the ſame alſo by the light of na. 
ture,hath the principality & (oueraign- 
riertherein, and heis Paterfamzlias, the 


father and chicte head of the familie:to | 


him therefore thetrue right and power 
ouerall mattergdomeſtical,of rightap. 
pertaineth. The duties of the maſter of 
the familie,are ſpecially fiue. 

. I. Tobearethe chiefe ſtroke,and to 
be the principal agent, directer and tur- 
therer of the worſhip of God within 
his familie.Ioſ.24.15. 1 and my houſehold 
wil ſerue the Lord. And this he doth part- 
ly by praying for & with his houſhold, 
and partly by inſtructing thin the ho- 
lyScriptures, and in the grounds of re- 
ligi6,thatthey may growin knowledge 


and reape benefit by the publike Mini-| 


Merie, 
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ſerie. Thus God commanded the men 
ot Ifracl to walke in their families. Deur. 
6:7. T hou ſhalt rehearſe them continually 
wnto thy children, and ſhalt talke of them, 
when thou tarieſt in thine houſe, —( when 
thou lieft downe,& when thou riſeſt vp. A- 
gaine, verl. zo. When thy ſonne ſhall aske 
thee, what meane theſe teſttmonies, 
and ordimaces & lawes,which the Lord our 
God commandedyou? Then thou ſhalt ſay 
wvnts thy ſon, We were Pharaohs bondmen 
in Egypt,but the Lord brought vs out of E. 
2ypt,with a mightic hand. This teſtimony 


was giuen, Gen.18.19. For 1 know Abra- 
ham that he will command his ſons, and his 
houſhold after him, that they keepe the way 
of the Lord. And this houſhold of Abra- 
ham was very large, for the holy Ghoſt 
faies long before, that he had rhree hun- 
dred and eighteene, * that were borne and 
brought vp in his houſe, Gen.14.14.It was 
in likelihood 5 courſe of Salomon which 


{Prou.4.1.HeareO children the inſtruction 
of a father, and giue tare t0 learne vnder- 


God gaue of Abraham before the law | 


or Houſehold gouernment. Cu av. 17. 
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he had learned of his father Dazid, and | 
eiuen forarule toal maſtcrsof families. 
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| pany of the Diſciples were the houle- 
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ſtanding 


the maſter of the famihie, doth afier a ſort, 


- For I was my fathers ſonne, 
deare and tender in the (izht of my mother, 
when he tauzht me and ſaid unto me, Let 
thine heart hold faſt my words. The com- 


hold of Chriſt, and he himſelfe did ad- 
miniſter all parts of the ſ{eryice of God 
with them and among them, Luk.22.15. 
To this purpoſe * Auguſtine ſaith, T hat 


and in his meaſure performe the autie of a 
Chnrchman, or Biſhop within his houſe. 
IT. To bring his familie toy Church 
or Congregation on the Sabbath day, 
to looke that they do religiouſly there 
behaucthemſelues, & afterthe publike 
exerciſes ended,& the Congregation is 
diſmifſed;to take account of that which 
they haue heard,thatthey may profitin 


knowledge and obedience. Act,10.24. 


T he day after, they entred into Caſarea ; 
Now Cornelius waited for them,& had cal- 
{ed together his kinſmen & ſpecial friends. 
verl.z 3. Now therefore (ſaith Cornelizs to 
Peter) arewe all heere preſent before God,to 
heare all things1hat are commanded thee of| 


God. Tob 1.5. And when the aaies of their 


— 


banqueting 


—_— 
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orH ouſehold gouernment, Cura. 17. 


*cipally to the maſter of the familie,that 


banqueting were gone about, lob ſent and 
ſanttified them,ey roſe up early in the moy- 
ning, offred burnt offerings,&c.2.King, | 


him to day? It & neither new moone nor Sab- 
bath.For this very cauſe the fourth C6- 
mandement is giuen firſt of all & prin- 


he might ſee the Sabbath kept,and be a 
principal doerinall parts of Gods wor: 
(hip therein.Ex0d.20. 10. 11 it thou fhalt 
not do any worke, thou nor thy ſon, nor thy 
daughter, thy man.ſiruant, nor thy maia, 
nor thy camtel, nor thy ſtranger that ts with- 
in thy gates. 

Neither is this his care tied only to 
the Sabbath, but vpon other daies be- 
fides it, he ought to cauſe them of his 
houſhold,as much as in him lieth,to re- 
paite to places, where the word of God 
is preached. Commendable was the 


houſeis ſaid, 70 ſit at his fete ang attend 
onto hispreaching, Luk 10.39. 

ITI. Toprouide forhis family meat, 
drinkeand dothing;and that theymay 


| 


4+23, And he ſaid,wherefore wilt thou 20 t0| 


practiſe of Marie thefiſter of Martha, in| 
| this caſe, who when Chriſt came to her 


M 4 live i 
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. 


| 


| which God gave vnto Moſes for his di. 


| Cray. 17. Of Chriftian Occonomie, 


live a quiet & peaceable life,r r.Tim.s.s, 
Pro.27.26.T be lambs are for thy clothing, 
and the goats for the price of thy m—_ V.27> 


| nd let the milke of thy goats 


+//.yguar 
for thy food, for the a7 of 7 thy familie, and 
| for the ſuſtenance of thy maids. 1.Cor.g.9. 
Thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the 
oxtithat treadeth out the corne : doth God 
zave for oxen ? either ſaith he it not altoge. 


| ther for our ſakes ? Matth. 13. 52. Emery 


cribe which is taught wvnto the kinedome 


| of heauen is (ike vnto an houſholder, that 


brings forth out of his treaſurie,things both 
newand old. 

I V. To keepe order,and to exerciſe 
diſcipline in his houſe, and that in this 
manner : 

| In caſe of offence, when a capitall 
crime is committed, which incutreth 
publike cenſure; he isnot to puniſh it 
himſclfe, butro bring the otiads to 
the ciuill Magiſtrate, to informe of his 
fault;that he may hauc his deſert: It was 
a courſe eſtabliſhed by the Iudicial Jaw, 


reion in cauſes criminall among the 
[ſraelites: Deut.21:x8.19-20. If any ran 


hath h 
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| | 
| hath a ſon that is ſlubborne, & diſobedtent, 
I which wil not hear ken vnto the woice of his 
ather nor the voice of his mother ,and th 

hane chaſtened himthen ſhal kis father and 
his mother take him,and bring him out un 
to the Elders of his citie, and vnto the gate 
of the place where he dwelleth, and ſhall ſay 


flubborne, and diſobedient, and he will not 
obey our admonition : hee is a rioter, and a 
drunkard. Againe, Deut. 13.6. If thy bro- 
ther the ſon of thy mother or thine own ſon, 


boſome, or thy friend which is as thine owne 
[mcg a thee ſecretly ſaying, Let vs goand 
[ſerue other gads ( which thou haſt not 
known ,thou,1 ſay,nor thy fathers)thou ſhalt 
{ not conſent unto him,nor heare,neither ſhal 


him ſecret. Tach.13e3. And when any ſhall 
yet propheſie his father and his mother that 
becate him ſha! ſay wnto him, T hou ſhalt 
| 20t lue - for thou ſprakeſ# lies in the name of 
the Lord : and his father, and his mother 
that begate him, ſhall thru#t him thorough 
when he propheſceth. 
If the fault be of an inferiour nature, 


onto the Elders of his citie, This our ſon is | 


or thy dauzhter, or the wife that Geth in thy | 


thine eye pitie, nor ſhew mercie, nor keepe | 


or Houſehold gonernment. C uav.17.| 169 
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and lefler in compariſon ; the maſter of 
the familic ought to proceed by priuate 
cenſure vpon the delinquent partic, 
ſymetimes by admoniri6, otherwhiles 
by correction,and chaſtiſement, accor- 
ding tothe quality of the offence,& the 
condition & ſtatc of the perſon, Leuit, 
19.17. T hou ſhalt plainly rebuke thy neigh- 
bour ,and not (uffer him 10 ſin, Mat.18.15. 
If thy brother {inne again# thee, 20 and tell 
him his fault betweene him and thee atone.: 
If he heare thee not,take yet with thee one or 
two.Prou.29.17. Corrett thy ſonne,and he 
will gine thee re#t, and will gine pleaſures to 
thy ſoule. 

When admonitions and correQions 
will not preuaile, the partie muſt bee 
brought before the Miniſters,and Go- 
uernours of the Church,that they may 
cenſure him. Matth.18.17. If he will not 
heare them, tell it unto the Church, And 
the Apoſtle 1ames giueth orderthat the 


Miniſters of the Church ſhould come | 


to thoſe that are ſicke, and pray for 


them, Iames 5. 14.which if they doein | 


calc of infirmitiez then they arealſo to 
be ſought ynto, in caſe of errour and 


Cuar. 17. Of Chriſtian Oeconomie, as 
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offence 


| or Houſehold gouernment. C u av. 17. 


offence committed, for redreſle, 
But when none of all theſe meanes 
will do good, if the partie beaſeruant, 
his maſter may, and ought to remoue 
him. Pfal.101.7. There ſhallno deceitful 
perſon dwell within mine houſe; he that tel. 
leth lies ſhall not remaine in my ſight. Toh. 
8.35. T he ſeruant abideth not in the houſe 
for ener. 
V. To giue intertainment to thoſe 
thatare ſtrangers, & not of thefamilie, 
if they be Chriſtians,and Belicuers;but 
ſpecially to the Miniſters ofthe Word. 
Rom. 12.13. Giuing your ſelues to hoſpita- 
litie. Hebr.13.2. Be not forgetfull to lodge 
ſtrangers: for hereby ſome haue receiued An- 
gels into their houſes vnawares.This duty 
the woman of Shunem & her husband 
performed vnto the Prophet Eſha, 
2.King.4.10. Let vs make him a little cha- 
| ber, Ipray thee, with walles, andletws ſet 
| him a bedthere, and a table, and a ſtaole, 
and a candleFicke, that he may turne in hi- 
ther, when he commeth to vs. Theſe are 
| the duties, 

Heere if it be demanded, whether the 


maſter of afamilie is alway, and necelſ- 
farily | 


—] 


Ad 
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ſarily bound in his owne perſon to doe 
all theſe things? 

I anſwere, that if there beiuſt an 
neceſſacie cauſe, cither in reſpe& of his 
owne inabilitie, or in regard of publike 
imployment, vpon a lawfull calling, 
whereby he js hindred, ſo as he cannot 
doany of them himſelte,at ſome times; 
it 15 lawfull for him to haue, and viea 
deputie. This our Sautour Chriſt tea- 
cheth in cffe&, when he ſaith, Who then 
is 4 faithfull ſeruant, and wiſe, whom his 
maſter hath made puler oner his houſhold, 
to ine them meate in ſeaſon? Mat.24.25. 
Thus CAbraham had a ſteward of his 
houſe, ElieFer of Damaſcus, Gen.15.2. 
and he performed the waightieſtmat- 


ters, that concerned the eſtabliſhment, | 


and continuance of Familie, not by 
himſelfe,but by his Steward,as namely 
the choice of a wife for his ſonne 1/aak, 
Gen.24.2. Therefore Abraham ſaid onto 
his eldeſt ſeruant of his houſe, which had the 
rale ouer all that hee had; Put now thine 
hand vndcy my thigh,8:c. Thus Pharaoh 
King of Egypt had Joſeph, Gen. 39.4. So 
lof ph fiund fanonr in his ſight, and gra 


I 
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| or Houſehold gonernment. C awe. 18. 


him, and hee made him ruler of his houſe, 
and put all that he had in his hands, 


CuAP., 13. 


Of the Miftreſſe of the familie, or Good- 
4 "Y, of thee houſe, 


He Goodwite or Mi- 
ſtreſſe of the houſe,is a 
21 perſon which yeeldeth 


E helpe and afliſtance in 
gouernmet to the Ma- 


w_—_ — 


OD rmnmom—_—  ———— 


LI 


he is, as1t were, the prince and chiece 
ruler; ſhe is the aflociate, not only in 
officeand authoritic, but alſo in aduile, 
and counſell vnto him, 1. King. 17. 17. 


houſe, was ſicke. 

Her dutie is two-fold, 

Firſt to gouerne the houſe, as much 
as concerneth her,in her place. 1. Tim. 
$-14-1 will therefore that the yonecr woryen 
marrie, and gonerne the houſe. And that 
| ſhedoth three waies. I. By exerciſing 
| her ſelfe in ſome profitable employ- 
ments, 


(ter of the familie., For} 


And afier theſe thines, the ſonne ofthe wo- | 
man, which was wife, or * miſireſſe of the| 


| I73 


| 


* | Bagnd- 
laib bab- 
bayth.) 
Domina 
aomus, 


| 


] 


ms 


—_— — 


ht. At —_—_— EE —_ A —— 


| 


|be diſcreet, chaſt keeping at home,%c, Act. 


q 


| dren and {eruants in wiſdome; partly by 
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ments,forthe good ofher charge,Prou, 
31.13. She ſeeketh wooll, and flax, and la- 
boareth cheerefully with her hands. 11. By 
appointing her maids their worke, and 
ouerſceing them therein. Verſ.15, She 


portion to her houſhold,and the ordinary to 
her maids. 111. By ordering her chil- 


inſtruction, partly by admonition,whe 


there is need. Verſ.26. Shee openeth her 
mouth with wiſdome ,and the law of grace is 


and call her bleſſed,&c. Tit.2.5.T hat they 


18,26.Priſcilla in her houſe, with Aquila, 


of God more perfeitly. Gregorie NaJianJen 


T hat his mother was not only an helper, but 
alſo a teacher or inſtructer, and guide vnto 


his father in matters of religion + codlines. 
The ſecond dutie 1s,to gine the por- | 


tion of food vnto her familie, or cauſe 


She riſeth whiles it is yet night, and gineth 


in hey tongue.verl(.28.Her children riſe vp, | 


inſtructed Apo/los,inthatwherin he was | 
wanting,expounding vnto him the way | 


it to be gjven in dae ſeaſon.Prou.3 1.15. | 


riſeth whiles it is yet night, and giueth the | 


in an Oration made for his father, ſaith, | 


— y 


the | 


. 
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for Honfeboldgoncrnment. C nan. 18, 


the portid,or meat to her houſh-ld. Thus did 
Rebekah in her houſe. Gen. 27.9. Get thee 
now to the flock, & bring me thece two zood 
kids of the goats, that I may make pleaſant 
meat of the for thy father, ſuch as he loueth. 
| 2w:ft. Whether may the goodwife, 
without the conſent of the goodman, 
giue and beſtow the goods Cedongtin 
{to thefamilic? 
Anſ. 1. Thereate ſome things which 

þ| | 
are proper to her ſelfe, and not part of 
her dowry which ſhe broughtvnto her 
husband. And theſe ſhe may claime as 
her owne, becauſe either they were re- 
}ſerued ypon the match made betweene 
them, or elle are peculiar vnto her by 
their mutuall conſent, and of them ſhe 


bands knowledge. - IT. The goods 
which are common to them both, are 


2 


not beſtow, without his allowance, et- 
ther exprefſe or at leaſt general and im- 
plicite, ſpecially when the giuing cf 
them doth or may grow in likelihood, 
{to the hinderance, and preiudiceof the 
avs of the familie, 


FINS, 


may lawfully giue, without her huſ- | 


of anLcher nature; and theſe ſhee may | 


| 
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